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Today
* Sunset, 5:36 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 6:21 a.m.
* Sunset, 5:37 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 36 degrees
* Humidity 31 percent
* Sky mostly sunny
* Winds south 17 mph.
+ Barometer 29.93 inches

and falling

* Record High today 72° (1932)
* Record Low today -9° (1962)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 48°
LowWednesday 15°
Precipitation None

The Topside Forecast

Today: mostly sunny, high
around 66, low near 32, winds
west 10-28 mph. Saturday: mostly
cloudy and breezy with 30 percent
chance of showers, high around
54, low around 32.

Extended Forecast

Sunday: mostly cloudy witha 30
percent chance of rain and snow,
High around 44, low around 23.
Monday: partly cloudy, high near
46, low near 22. Tuesday: partly
cloudy, high around 46, low
around 23. Wednesday: mostly
cloudy, high around 46.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.58 bushel
New crop — $3.56 bushel
Posted county price — $3.63
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$2.78 bushel
Posted county price — $2.74
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.64 bushel
Soybeans — $8.70 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $6 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $12.65 cwt.
NuSun — $12.90 cwt.
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Whestlers
off to state

Wrestlers, coaches and
cheerleaders got a memo-
rable send-off about 7 a.m.
Thursday from their fami-
lies, supporters and the
Goodland Ambassadors.
The Ambassadors gave
each travelera“goodie bag”
forthe tripto the state cham-
pionships in Wichita. See
story and photo on Page 9.

Board will keep

Central

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland School Board af -
firmedthefutureof Central Elemen-
tary School on Monday, voting
unanimously to keep the building
open next year despite anticipated
budget cuts and declining enroll-
ment.

“Weareproudtoannounceweare
keeping Central School open for
next year,” said board member Ron
Schilling, suggestingwordingfor a
public statement.

Hesaidthevotewasaresponseto
growing concernsfrom parentsthat
budget cuts will force the board to
close Central. Although the board
acknowledged that future budgets
still might force closing, members
said they are determined to keep
Central open for now.

If thedistrict should beforced to
closeabuilding, administratorssaid
thereisplenty of classroom spacein
NorthandWest Elementary schools
tohandlethethirdandfourthgrades
now housed at Central.

Board member Mike Campbell
saidwithinevitablebudget cuts, the
district needstobepreparedtomake
that happen.

The current organization of the
districtispopular with parents, staff
and faculty, members said, and the
quality of education it providesis
important. Aslong as enrollment
stayssteady anditisfinancially fea-
sible, though, Central will stay open.

The board went into closed ses-
sion for evaluation of the district’s
five principals: Sharon Gregory of
Central Elementary, Jim Mull of
Grant Junior High and North El-
ementary, Jerry Burkett of West El-
ementary, Harvey Swager of the
high school, and Steve Raymer, the
high school’ sassi stant principa and
athletic director. Later, members
voted unanimously to extend the
contract for all five through the
2005-2006 school year.

Theboardwasbriefed on someof
the projects going on at West El-
ementary that enhances learning
experience of its students. Burkett
gaveashortintroduction, thenintro-
ducedteachersLynetteMcL eanand
Janice Daviswho briefed theboard
onAnimated Literacy. Theprogram
hel ps kindergarten students learn
| ettersby associating each onewith
asound, gesture, story and/or song
by which the students can make a
connection, they said.

Teacher KaraSmith described the
4 Blocks literacy program, which
builds" aframework to support what
wealready have.” Two of theblocks
are guided reading, she said, which

Four line

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Theracefor Sherman County sher-
iff has drawn four candidates, with
the filing deadline still more than
three months away, but incumbent
Doug Whitson isnot among them.

Whitson said he has enjoyed
working as sheriff, but has decided
not to runfor re-election. Hewould
not elaborate on hisreasons, but in
January, hehad saidhewasplanning
torun.

“1 changed my mind,” he said.

Whitsonwasappointed sheriffin
1995whenformer sheriff Jack Arm-

open

helps develop comprehension, and
self-selected reading, which give a
student the chancetowhat they want
toread, building enthusiasmand self-
confidence. The word block works
on spelling and teachesword decod-
ing skills. The writing block helps
studentswork on sentencestructure,
including tense and punctuation.

Inhisreport, Selby told theboard
aboutaseminar on“Bullock, Bunten
andBudgets’ onMarch1linTopeka
and askedif any memberswouldbe
interestedinattending. Theseminar
will update board membersand ad-
ministratorson school financingand
budgeting in Kansas, and address
some of the more controversial is-
sues, suchasbuilding-based budget-
ingandJudgeTerry Bullock’sruling
that theschool funding systemisun-
constitutional.

He reported the repairs to the
bleachersin the main court at Max
JonesFieldhouseweredoneandafi-
nal inspection would be Tuesday.

Selby ssidhewasworried about the
futureof theGoodland L earning Cen-
ter because of changesintheway the
state counts students. Selby said the
method usedto determinethenumber
on studentsenrolled will changeand
that could bring afunding cut.

Selby said contractorswerework-
ing up estimatesfor remodeling the
rest roomsat Cowboy Stadium. He
said thework must meet all Ameri-
canWithDisabilitiesAct codes, and
thetype of fixtures selected will be
amegjor factor inthecosts. Theboard
discussed other aternatives, includ-
ing opening up the rest rooms near
the high school cafeteriafor games
oropeningupthoseonthesouthside
of Max Jones Fieldhouse.

Selby toldtheboard someparents
and teachers have concerns about
havingenoughtextbooks. Although
not all students have individual
booksfor every class, hesaid, each
onedoeshavedaily accessto those
they need.

In other business, the board:

*» Heard from Ryan Scheopner, of
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Sher-
man County, about Bow! for Kid's
Sake on Saturday, April 3, whichis
the organization’smain fund raiser
of theyear. The board voted unani-
mously to form ateam.

* VVoted to accept the resignation
of Jenny Schlosser, alibrary techni-
cianatthehighschooal, effectiveto-
day.
*Votedto give $1,000to the Car-
negieArtsCenter to help pay for its
summer arts program for the
district’schildren. Thisisthefourth
year the board has supported the
program.

books at a book swap.

Pie inthe face [ —
part of carnival [ = ==

Karlee Raile (top), a second grader at
West Elementary, donned goggles and
braved a pie in the face at the North EI- 25
ementary School carnival Tuesday. Alexis g
Bateman and Elaine Reiter (above)
played clarinets in the band at the carni-
val, while Teather Dautel (right) picked out

Photos by Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

up to run for Sherman County sheriff

strong resigned, and was elected to
two four-year terms.

Asof Wednesday, two of thefour
prospectivecandidateshadfiled pe-
titions with the Sherman Country
clerk. They areKevinBuitts, thecur-
rent Sherman County undersheriff,
and GregKroskey, acity policeman.
DeeAlbers, aformer undersheriff
who ran for sheriff asa Democrat
four yearsago, and Art Lovington,
aformer deputy, have started peti-
tionsto havetheir namesplaced on
theballot.

All four are running as Republi-
cans.

Carol Armstrong, the county’s
register of deeds; County Attorney
Bonnie Selby; and County Clerk
Janet Rumpel have started their pe-
titionsfor re-election.

So far thereis only one possible
contest; IrisScheopner, aclerkinthe
treasurer’s office, has started a pe-
titiontorunfor treasurer. Treasurer
Shelby Miller has not announced
whether sheisgoingto seek re-elec-
tion.

Filingdeadlinefor theAug. 3pri-
mary election isnoon June 10. Fil-
ing by petitionrequiresthesignature
of atleast 3 percent of theregistered

votersinthecounty, all registeredin
the same party as the candidate.
Oncethe petition is completed and
filedinthecounty clerk’soffice, and
the required fees are paid, the can-
didate will be added to the ballot.
A personcangettheir nameonthe
ballot by paying afeerather thanfil-
ing apetition.
FilingdeadlinefortheNov. 2gen-
era electionfor candidatesrunning
asindependentsisnoon onAug. 2.
An independent candidate must
beregistered asanunaffiliated voter
and his or her petition must be
signed by at least 4 percent of the

county’sregistered voters.

People have until July 18 to reg-
ister tovoteintheprimary. Applica
tions can be delivered in person tc
thecounty clerk’soffice, Room 102
inthe Sherman County Courthouse,
813Broadway Ave, or canbemaileg
in.

First-time voters who registerec
by mail must present pictureidenti-
fication (such asadriver’slicense)
whenthey arriveat thepolls. Thisis
oneof thechangesthe KansasL eg-
islatureimplemented to conformto
the federal Help America Vote Act
of 2002.

Smoky Gardens filling, closed to fishing for two years

The outlet gate has been closed
and water is returning slowly to
Smoky Gardens lake as upgrade
work winds down, but it will be a
couple of yearsbefore you can wet
aline.

Kenny Sanderson of the Smoky
Gardens board said the springs are
slowly filling the lake, but it will
takealot of timeat thisrate. Hebe-
lievesthelakewill needagoodrain
ortwoto helpitfill.

Whilethelakeisfilling, Sander-
son warnsit will take a couple of
yearsto establish aviable fishery,
capable of sustaining ayield that
will handle the high harvest rates

typical at thelake.

Theboard hasdecidedtokeepthe
lake closed to al fishing until the
fish mature, Sanderson said. The
boardvotedto closethelaketofish-
ing until April 1, 2006. When the
lake isreopened, there will be new
regulations about size and number
of fish which can be caught.

The park will be open for activi-
tiessuchascampingand picnicking.

Asthewater rises, thenext stepis
restocking of the fish. Sanderson
said if the water gets high enough
thisspring, sport fishwill bereintro-
duced to begin creating a quality
fishing base.

A lot of timeand money hasbeen
spent by Sherman County to up-
gradethelake, add fish habitat, and
enhance fishing access with piers
andjetties, hesaid. Board members
have worked to seethe project was
completed. The result is nothing
short of tremendous, hesaid, agreat
facelift for thelakethat will benefit
usersinthefuture.

Sandersonsaidtheboardredlizes
the persistent drought gripping the
High Plains has affected nearly ev-
ery facet of rural life. Farmersand
ranchers are in abind, small town
economies suffer and even leisure
timeand recreational opportunities

change asaresult of thedry condi-
tions.

Smoky Gardens L ake has suf-
fered from a shortage of water for
the past threeyears.

Thedrought prompted the board
to drain and rehabilitate the lake.
Less than athird full, the lake had
beentakenover by undesirablefish,
namely carp and crappie.

Tame fish numbers dwindled
with thelack of water. With the ad-
vice of state fish biologists, the
board decided to drain what little
water was left, let the bottom dry,
and remove years worth of sedi-
ment.

Sanderson said the decision may
be unpopular with the angling pub-
lic. However, the board believes
future users will agree the value of
aquality fishing recreational facil-
ity will beworth waiting for.

To learn more about the Smoky
Gardens rehabilitation project, re-
stocking, and/or future plans, con-
tact membersof the Smoky Gardens
board: Randy Bellamy 899-2816,
Sanderson 899-5526, Jason Artzer
890-5420, Bob Rohr 899-5189, anc
Gary Barricklow 890-5944 or Lynn
Davignon, state wildlife district
fisheriesbiologist (785) 726-3212)
or email at lynnd@wp.state.ks.us.



