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from our viewpoint...

Family amendment
gets Bush out of fray

Itwasan astutemovePresident Bush madel ast week announc-
ingthat hefelt Congressshoul d passaconstitutional amendment
to“savethefamily” asaunion between aman and awoman.

The country has been buzzing with the debate about same-sex
marriages, and thefocal pointsarein Massachusettsand California.

TheMassachusettsL egidaturerecessed aspecia constitutional
assembly because it was not able to agree on the language of a
state amendment to prohibit same-sex marriage. The assembly
will be back in session in the summer to seeif the members can
reach an agreement.

In San Francisco, the county clerk has been banned from giv-
ingout any moremarriagelicensesto same-sex couplesandthere
isamoveto annul marriagesof al thosewhowerehitchedinthe
past couple of weeks. The marriages continueto be performed.

Withthisashisbackdrop, President Bush steppedupandcalled
for a constitutional amendment that would define marriage as
being between aman and awoman.

Withasinglestroke, Bush defused and deflected atopicwhich
could be disastrous to his re-election campaign and divisive to
his party. He simply gave hisopinion and said it was up to Con-
gressto makethe next move.

No matter what Bush is asked in the next nine months about
thequestion, all hehastodoissay, “1 havesaid | would support
an amendment to the Constitution on that subject.”

Withthepressurefromtraditionalists, billsto createtheamend-
ment and begin the process have been introduced in Congress.
They may move quickly inan election year.

However, getting the amendment through Congressisjust the
first step. To become a part of the Constitution, an amendment
requiresratification by 38 states.

Asthe supporters of the Equal RightsAmendment found out,
getting through theratification processisnot quick or easy. The
amendment guaranteeing equal rightsfor women, first proposed
in 1923, isstill not part of the Constitution.

Theamendment hasbeenratified by 35 of the needed 38 states. If
three more statesvoteyes, it might becomethe 28th Amendment.

Supporters of the amendment — between 1972 and 1982 —
lobbied, marched, rallied, petitioned, picketed, went on hunger
strikes and committed civil disobedience in the long historical
continuum of women'’sstrugglefor constitutional equality.

AlicePaul believed an amendment affirming equal application
of the Constitution to al citizens was required despite the 19th
Amendment which gave women the right to vote. That amend-
ment wasratifiedin 1920. 1n 1923, at the 75th anniversary of the
1848 Woman'sRightsConvention, Paul introducedthe” L ucretia
MottAmendment,” whichread: “Menandwomenshall haveequal
rightsthroughout the United States and every place subject toits
jurisdiction.” Theamendment wasintroducedin every session of
Congress until it passed in 1972. Congress attached a nine-year
deadline which was extended to 1982. In 1977, Indiana became
the 35th and to datethe | ast state to ratify the amendment.

Thedeadlineappearedto betheend, but theratificationin 1992
of the" Madison Amendment,” concerning changesin Congres-
sional pay which was passed by Congressin 1789 — 203 years
before— leads some legal scholarsto believe the Equal Rights
Amendment may havelife despitethedeadline.

Bush'scall for the family amendment is politically expedient
inthiselection year, but itisalongway from being added to the
Constitution. — TomBetz
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It is a mess Iiing through redecorating

My homeisawreck. Itwasn’tthisbigof amess
when | had three children at home.

After refinancing the house last year, we de-
cidedtodoalittleredecorating. We' velived here
for 10 yearsand have only painted one room —
actually the children painted it and it'salovely
blue.

Therest of thehouse, however, neededanover-
haul, and with 10 yearsof equity and alower in-
terest rate, wewereabletotalk thebank intosome
remodeling money.

We are in the process of painting three bed-
rooms, a sitting room, the living room, the din-
ing roomandtwobathrooms. We' veal sodecided
to do the kitchen but not until everything elseis
done. Wewill berecarpetingthreeroomsand two
stairways.

The painters have been in and out for the last
twoweeks. They havefinished our bedroomand
itisin pretty good shape. | wasworried that we
wouldn’t beabletodeeptherefor thetwonights
that it was being done, but the fumeswere mini-
mal and it hasn’t been too bad.

Therest of the houseisadifferent matter. We
couldn’t use the downstairs bathroom for two
daysandthat drovemecrazy both becausethat’s
wherethetubis — upstairswe haveashower —
and because like alittle child, I’'m used to rush-
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ingintheback door at thelast minute and now |
hadtorunall theway upstairs.

While our bedroom is usable, the other three
arenot, that includestheonethekidspaintedlast
year. Two of the bedrooms are full of furniture
that belongssomewhereelseand thethird isthe
repository of al the painter’sequipment.

Thesittingroomisgetting back into shape, but
| still can’t find half my stuff and thereisatwo-
wheel er sitting under oneedgeof thecouch. That
worriesmealittle.

Thelivinganddiningroomsaretotal disasters.
Please, pleasedon’t visit me. Theonly way toget
through the houseisto walk sideways.

Thediningroomtableissittinginthemiddle
of theliving room and the china cabinet and ce-
dar chest are in the middle of the dining room.
Everything had to be moved to the center of the
room so the painters could work.

At the sametime we' ve had electricians put-

tingup anew light fixtureinthe dining room. At
the moment the old fixtureis stored in the base-
ment and thediningroomceilinghasabarebul b.
The new fixture will have aceiling fan and that
reguires more work than just pulling one thing
downand shovinganother up. Still, I’ mnot com-
plaining. The single 100-watt bulb gives more
light than the ornateantiquefixturethat wasjust
removed. It had five sockets and none of them
worked.

To add to the mess, we had wall paper in both
bathrooms and the dining room that had to be
removed. Therearelittlebitsand piecesof it ev-
erywhere. I’ m surethe catsareresponsiblefor &
good deal of the mess, but the house looks like
there hasbeen aconfetti war andit lost.

| can'twaitfor thepaintingtobedone. Thenthe
crew will comein and pull up al the carpeting.
Eventheroomthekids painted needsnew carpet.
All those things stored in there and in the other
bedroomswill haveto be moved — not to where
they bel ong— that areaisstill under construction
— but somewhere, probably my bedroom.

I know everything will look great when the
painting and carpetingisdoneandwehaveanew
light fixture. Then everythingwill go back inits
placeand we' [l beback to our normal messiness
instead of this super-duper mess.

A thank you for helping with tax filing

TotheEditor:

Thisisathank youtotheAmericanAssocia-
tion of Retired Person’stax help people.

What agreat service!

Four of them worked on one case for year
2002 to suchapointit wasamost totears, for
real. It wasatough one.

They help folks each Friday until almost
April 15 at Senior Center or thelibrary. They
areasfast asthey aregood. Good asthey are
fast.

A wonderful servicethey offer to many.

JaunitaGarner

Rememberil

Harry Higgins' daughtersaskedfor recollec-
tionsand storiesabout their father for hisfuneral .

| couldn’tthink of onesinglestory that would
tell youabout Harry, whichisodd, becausel’ ve
knownhimall my life.

Wheredol start?

Harry and hiswifeBetty werepart of acircle
of friends who lived their lives, raised their
childrenand enjoyed each other’scompany in
Emporia, in eastern Kansas.

Harry decided he wasn't getting enough
from dialysistreatmentsto make it worth the
pain and suffering. He told the doctor he was
going home and having ashot of scotch.

That wasHarry. Heloved hisscotch, and he
knew whentofold.

I’msureitwasn’taneasy decision. Betty had
astroke several yearsago andisinanursing
home. | know he hated to leave her. They'd
been together sincebeforethewar, 64 years.

The last day, he waited until the girls could
bring their mom up to see him before helet go.
Everyonefiguredhejustwantedtosay good-bye.

My folkswerepart of that socia group. Their
livesand their familieswereintertwined over
the yearsin aunique bond that almost defies
description. They all led middle-class lives,
strivingfor theAmericandreaminthat Gl -hill
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Goodland
| enjoyed attending the 60th anniversary
annual meeting of the Sherman County Con-

servation District last Monday evening at the
Veteransof ForeignWarshall. Themeal served
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eraafter WorldWar 11. They thought they could
raisetheir kidswell inasmall Kansastown.

Harry and Betty had come down from Kan-
sasCity, Kansas, asmy folkshad. Harry wasa
salesman, my dad alawyer. TherewasL amar
andZelmaDeeMarkowitz; Lamar profaneand
funny, acontractor who built agood business
but alwaystalked likeaditch digger. Boband
Lucy Foncannon rounded out the group; he
wasabanker.

Noneof thewives, inthose1950s-L eave-|t-
to-Beaver, days, had an regular outside job.
They thought raising kids and keeping house
waswork enough.

Thegroup wasn’t constantly together. | don’t
remember many timeswhenall four coupleswere
inoneplace, andtherewereotherswhocameand
went. But wewere alwaysat somebody’ shouse
to visit in the evening. The adults would have
highballs. Thekidswent to play.

There were other couples who joined, but

by the ladieswas good.

Thetraditionof soundsoil andwater conser-
vation practices have been carried out by the
farmer district board andtheNatural Resources
Conservation Service staff, formerly the Sail
Conservation Service of the U.S. Depatment
of Agriculture.

Many awards were given out both to chil-
dren, news media and farmersin the county.
Congratulations.

Lawrence Tedford

Goodland

District Conservationist, 1951-1981

ng growing up with Harry

those four were eternal. My brother said the
thing he remembered was when they got to-
gether, they were having fun. There wasn't
jerk in the bunch. They were al nice people,
honest, hard-working, successful. Their chil-
drenturned out the sameway.

They weregood couples. Therewashever
divorce. If there was infidelity, it must have
been awfully discreet.

As the years went by, three of the four
couplesbought cabinsat the city lake, and the
social lifeshifted out there. Itwasagreat place
to be, but as pre-teens, we hated theisol ation.

Therearetimeswhen|’ dgiveanythingtogc
back to those simpledays, though.

Harry wasthesuccessful salesmanager of &
successful local firm. Then the company
changed and they bought him out. That was
hard, but as things turned out, maybe for the
best. Heand Betty livedwell intheir retirement
asthey watched the othersdie off one by one.

That erais pretty much gone. Rare is the
marriage where both partners don’t work.
Theremay bepeoplewhoformthat kindof life-
long bond, but theway wemovearoundtoday,
I think it sharder. Moreof usliveincities, and
thesocia structureisdifferent.

Thatwasatime. That wasagang. | missthem.
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