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Defense witness told storyin trial for Berry murders

By Evelyn Ward
Sherman County Historical Society

March 7, 1904: Defense Testi-
mony — Charles Wilson, who was
with Dewey at the killing at the
Berry home, told his side of the
story.

The witness occupied the stand
the greater part of Monday and was
subjected to severe examination.
He stated that when the Dewey
party arrived at the Berry’s,
McBride and Wilson went to the
house and asked permission to take
the tank.

Mrs. Berry said to take it, and
McBride so reported to Dewey.
Daniel P. Berry came up and said to
Dewey; “What are you doing
here?”

McBride answered that he came
after the tank. Further talk between
McBride and Berry was interrupted
by Dewey, whosaid, “Don’tdispute
with him.”

About this time, Alpheus Berry
came up and said: “Hello, Dewey.”
Atthis time, Beach and Burch Berry
rode up on horseback, dismounted
on the opposite side of the house and
came quickly around in sight when
one of the Berrys said: “You fellows
will not take anything away from
here.”

Then Chauncey Dewey said to
the Berrys: “Stop, stopright there.”
The Berrys drew their pistols and
fired, and the Dewey party imme-
diately returned the fire.

Wilson’s horse fell at the first shot
from the Berrys, and when he

today in history

looked up, Burch and Roy Berry
were lying on the ground, and
Beach was running toward the barn.

On further examination of Wil-
son, he testified thathe had received
no notice or request to go to head-
quarters the morning of June 3 but
went there of his own accord. He
said that after the shooting he saw
pistols lying near the bodies of
Daniel Berry and Alpheus Berry
and that he fired no shot himself

Afterrecess, Thomas O’Neil was
called to the stand. He was at the
Berry place June 3 with Dewey and
others of his men. He told substan-
tially the same story as Wilson and
said he saw Alpheus Berry grab
Dewey’s rifle.

“I went toward my horse to get
my rifle,” he said. “They fired in our
direction. I did not see Chauncey
Dewey or any of the other Dewey
men shoot. I fired three times at the
man that ran to the barn. I saw him
afterwards run to the house. I then
got behind the wall. I stayed there
for a while and then got on my
horse. While I was behind the wall,
I saw a woman come out of the
house and go to untie a horse. [ told
her to leave the horse there. After
the shooting, I saw pistols lying be-
side the bodies of the two men on
the ground beside the tank.”

James Armentrout testified that
he drove the wagon and corrobo-
rated all statements up to the firing

by the Berrys when his mules ran off
with him. He said he stopped them
at the commencement of the lane
leading out of the pasture and
looked back over his shoulder and
saw Dewey scuffling with someone
at the wall. Just then his mules took
asecond start and ran a quarter of a
mile.

March 8,1904: Defendant’s Tes-
tify — Tuesday of this week, Will-
iam McBride, one of the three de-
fendants in the trial for the murder
of Burchard Berry, took the stand in
his own defense and told of the fa-
tal fight at the Berry ranch.

He corroborated previous testi-
mony to the effect that the Berry
boys opened fire and said:
“Burchard Berry fired directly at
me twice. [ putacartridge in my gun
and fired at him, and he fell. I fired
athim because he fired at me and to
protect my life.”

McBride denied that he had ever
said thatif Dewey could not buy out
the settlers in the vicinity of his
ranch, he would drive them out or
“kill them out.”

Chauncey Dewey came to the
stand as a witness in his own de-
fense. An unusually large crowd
was at the court house to hear what
the ranch manager had to say, but
nothing new in the case was devel-
oped.

He said that he had settled on the
Oak ranch in 1900 and had had

Many things affect mental health

Mental health has to do with how
you feel about yourself, how you
feel about others and how you are
able to meet and handle the de-
mands of life.

The right amount of sleep and
exercise, a proper diet, regular
medical care and caring relation-
ships help improve both our physi-
cal and mental health.

Mental illnesses/disorders are
diseases that cause mild to severe
disturbances in the way we think,
feel and act. These disturbances can
cause problems with a person’s
ability to cope with life’s ordinary
demands and routines (work,
school, family, etc.).

Some psychological disorders
are inherited (born with) and some
arerelated to chemicals in the brain.
Others may be in response to how
we react to trauma or stress. Some-
times these disorders are temporary,
caused by major stress or changes
in one’s life.

There is a myth that most men-
tally ill people are dangerous. The
truth is that most people who have
been or are being treated for men-
tal illnesses are the opposite —usu-
ally anxious, timid and passive.

Many people feel ashamed or
embarrassed because they have a
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mental illness or disorder. The real-
ity is that many people have mental
illnesses.

Mental illness is in many ways
justlike aphysicalillness (cold, dia-
betes, arthritis, etc.). They can ef-
fect anyone at any time.

Mental illness affects 40 million
adults and 12 million children in the
United Sates alone (Congressional
Record).

Mental illness affects one out of
every four families (American
Mental Health Fund) and fills more
hospital beds than heart disease
(American Psychiatric Associa-
tion).

Some people feel that when they
are affected by amental illness they
can just shake it off.

This is especially true in cases of
depression. The fact is that people
cannot just shake a mental illness
off.

Sometimes counseling, or even

lovington

medication,
is required to
help indi-
viduals
through the

. illness.
® prevention center If a leg is
broken, it

would not be
possible to just “shake it off” and
make it go away, the same is true of
mental illnesses.

If you or someone you know
would like to speak to anyone about
these issues, please contact your
health care provider who can get
you in touch with a counselor who
works with teenagers.

Itisimportantto talk to someone.
If you do not feel comfortable go-
ing to someone or you want to talk
right away, listed below are phone
numbers you can call:

 High Plains Mental Health in
Goodland 785-899-5991.

* National Suicide Prevention
Hotline: 800-621-4000.

* Boys Town National Hotline:
800-448-3000.

* Crisis Helpline: 800-233-4357.

* National Youth Crisis Hotline:
800-448-4663.

* Teen AIDS Hotline: 800-440-
TEEN.

some trouble with the Berrys in
1902, but it was not of a serious na-
ture.

Dewey’s description of the shoot-
inglastJune and the events just pre-
ceding it was as follows: “On June
2, I instructed Albert Winship to
bring some cattle to headquarters
and as he came past Alpheus Berry’s
place to stop and bid on the wind-
mill and water tank.

“Hereported to meinthe evening
what took place at Alpheus Berry’s
place thatday. I did not summon any
of the men that I took with me June
3 except William McBride. I asked
him to go because he was a con-
stable.

Benjamin Slater came to head-
quarters that morning looking for a
cow he owned. Thomas O’Neal and
Charles Wilson came on other busi-
ness. The other five men lived there.

“When these three men came, 1
asked them to go along. All except
two were armed. I furnished them
with arms. Seven of the men, be-
sides myself, rode horses, and two
of the boys came in a wagon.

“We rode up to the tank at
Alpheus Berry’s place and dis-
mounted. I told McBride and Wil-
son to go to the house to see if it
would be all right to take the tank. I
told James Armentrout to bore a
hole in the tank to let the water out.

“Daniel Berry came out of the
house and walked down to the tank.
He asked, ‘What do you boys think
you are doing here?” McBride told
him we had come after the tank. He

said he was there to serve the
sheriff’s order. Daniel Berry told
him he was out of his jurisdiction.

“I'told McBride to have no words
with him. Daniel turned to me and
said: ‘Go your length, Dewey; you
will soon getit.” Alpheus Berry then
came up to the tank. He said, ‘Hello,
Dewey.’  made no reply.

“The three Berry boys rode up
and tied their horses to a wagon.
They advanced two or three steps
and laid their hands on theirrevolv-
ers. Burch said, ‘You will not take
anything away from here today.’

“Burch was in the center, Roy
Berry was on the south side, and
Beach was on the north. They were
three or four feet apart. I was hold-
ing my rifle in my right hand and
held it up, at the same time saying,
‘Stop, stop where you are.” Then
they pulled their guns and fired.
Roy Berry shot at me. I raised my
gun to my shoulder and returned
fire.”

Dewey was still on the stand and
was being cross examined by Gen-
eral Colby when court adjourned
for the day.

Owing to the long arguments of
attorneys as to the proper manner of
cross examining a witness, little
advance was made in the Dewey
trial Wednesday morning.

On cross examination, Chauncey
Dewey testified that he was present
at the opening of the ranch in the
spring of 1899. He said that prior to
April, 1902, there were no firearms
on the place except those owned by

himself and William McBride.
Dewey recognized the rifle he had
with him June 3, 1903, and also the
revolver.

Clyde Wilson was called on the
stand just before noon. He said: “I
came to Oak Ranch Oct. 7, 1902,
and worked as stenographer and
bookkeeper. I went with Chauncey
Dewey and his men June 3, 1903, to
the Alpheus Berry place. I had a
Winchester rifle and a six shooter.

“When we arrived there, I was
standing close to Dewey when the
Berry boys rode up. They dis-
mounted and tied their horses to a
wagon. They pulled their revolvers
around in front of them, and when
they advanced three or four steps,
one of them said: ‘You will take
nothing from here today.’

“As he said this, they all put their
hands on their pistols. Dewey said
to them: ‘Stop, stop where you are.’
They fired at us.

“Roy Berry fired directly at
Dewey, and Burch Berry fired at
McBride. When they put their
hands on their pistols, I put a car-
tridge into my Winchester. When
the Berrys fired I saw a horse drop.
Our men fired. Two of the Berry
boys fell. I saw Dewey shoot. I did
not bring my gun to my shoulder
until after the Berry boys fell.”

From weekly issues of The
Goodland News, provided by the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety. Since the paper was published
weekly, some items were arbitrarily
assigned a date.

899-3848.

all parents who returned

$50 - Marilyn
$10 - Cristi Walls

$10 - Linda McKee

This project is funded by a Drug-Free Communities Support Program grant from the
U.S. Department of Justice/Office of National Drug Control Policy/Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention.

Thank You

The Community Partners Coalition and the
Regional Prevention Center would like to thank

Winners
$100 - Debra Bennett

$25 - Ticket number 203261
$10 - Christie Rasure

Children of these parents are winners
too of $50, $25, $15, or $10.

Information from the Parent Survey will be used to create a campaign
to reduce underage drinking in our community. For information call

a Parent Survey.

Internet tonight! 899-2338

Hobby Works

¢ ATV’s eModel Planes
*Parts & Accessories
*Model Trains & Rockets
*(Gas Powered Vehicles
2225 Piper Ave.

Burlington, Co.

Shop Burlington

for all your needs

4 )

Dits r(Y;atot.s

Wide array of home
decor and gifts
e Willow Tree
*Village Candle
e Hello Kitty
*Camille Beckman
*Republic of Tea
353 14th Street,
Burlington, Co
719-346-4658

This spot
could be

yours

Call Anne
at 785-899-2338

/William’s Floral
& Garden Center

Authorized Ferti-lome Dealer
Complete line of Ferti-lome
starter mix &
*Houseplants
*Bedding plants %
*Garden supplies =
eFresh cut flowers

242 S. 9th
Burlington, Co.

719-346-9535

(The Feed Bunk

Your authorized dealer
for Barenburg Irrigated
Grasses

“Forage For Profit”
and now carrying
High Plains Brand
Sorghum-Sundangrass

and Annual Forages
1847 Rose Ave.,
Burlington, Co.

Stifches

Your Total

Scrapbooking Store
Hundreds of papers, stickers &
accessories. Many albums to
choose from.

337 14th Street,
Burlington, Co.
719-346-5538 1-800-247-9081

New Arrivals weekly

Burlington, Co i
\719-346-8459

719-346-7627

9 Roy & Jeanie Walters

treatment & wall coverings
524 15th St., Burlington, Co.
- 719-346-4626 /

314 14th Street, Burlington, Co.
\_ 719-346-4681 )

\_ VAN VAN \719-346-5220 or 800-428-7560) \ _
4 N N 4 N\ N
Bras for petite 4 ) : Come see our
to full figure Memory HE Health Jgssentials booki
7/ Playtex, Olga, P Errington & Errington Scrapf OOlelg o
Vanity Fair Lane . . ‘ . or all your
M Park Place Interior Design flosring PSP sivils G scrapbooking
°L 1 E 3 1 hour film developing Interior Design & : accessories
" S Digital services Specialty Floral *Flooring
Men & Women's L 1| | *Prints to CDs Specializing in all your design Nasd o i *Gourmet Chocolate Computer
Jeans for all sizes ! eMemory cards needs “ ZZSMZ? ;}wrlaf;;ms’ o Gift Items Central, Inc.
Tommy Hhiiger | | | TS DiBial pletures | P ngements| | e & o Superior Flooring & Bulinglon, Co
{ 1938 Rose Avenue «Specials on wind owg Natural Living Cottage Rugs Eﬁg};zgfg%?o
397 14th Street, Burlington, Co. 80807 & Wellness Center 360 14th Street, Burlington, Co.

719-346-7579
Dan & Myrna Troyer

- J

Your one stop computer shop )




