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from our viewpoint...

Hasty reactions
create bad laws

Democrats do have a chance

The president and many in Congress are running around wor-
rying that the sky is falling when the only thing falling on their
heads are bad ideas.

The president has called for a Constitutional amendment to stop
homosexuals — gays and lesbians — from marrying each other.

This is swinging a steam shovel to kill a fly.
A Constitutional amendment is a big deal. In more than 200

years, there have only been 27. They have been for such things as
giving the vote to minorities and women, allowing citizens to dis-
agree with the government and giving the states certain rights,
though admittedly those seem to be getting fewer and fewer.

A Constitutional amendment is not needed to solve every prob-
lem in our society. The “problem” of some states allowing same-
sex couples to “marry” is not that big a deal. It’s a point of view; a
reason for easily excitable people to get all aflutter.

Excuse us, folks, but this is a non issue. Allow the states to do
their thing. It doesn’t make any difference. It’s not skinning our
nose at all.

There is no such thing a marriage between two same-sex people.
Marriage is the union of a man and woman before God, period.

That said, there is no reason two people who are committed to
each other cannot join in a legal union. This isn’t marriage, but a
legal contract similar to marriage, the purchase of a business or
adoption.

As for insurance benefits and Social Security, it is up to those
who administer these programs to decide if they will allow part-
ners in “legal unions” to have benefits under the program.

Disney has long allowed partners of any sex to share in its ben-
efit programs. That is a corporate decision made to attract talented
people to the company with benefits they couldn’t get most other
places. This is perfectly legal and probably a good decision for
Disney.

Social Security does not allow benefits to “legal unions,”
whether they be same-sex couples or those of opposite sex, for
partners who have never married. This, too, is a legal decision,
made to protect the program.

Neither Disney nor Social Security is wrong. They have dif-
ferent aims and both should be allowed to do what is best for it-
self.

If the federal government would just forget about gays and les-
bians marrying, the whole issue would die down. Yes, some
couples would still go to California to get “married,” but no one
would care except them.

It’s time the federal government got its nose out of others’ busi-
ness and went back to solving the problems that need a steam
shovel — like health care, foreign policy and where will the next
parking garage in Washington be. — Cynthia Haynes

but I will be proud to travel to Colby on Satur-
day to attend the Democratic caucus. It will
give me an opportunity to meet some of the
other hidden Dems from this part of the state.

While the primary system appears to have
given the Democratic nomination to Sen. John
Kerry (D-Mass.), the remaining states must
continue the process to prepare for the state and
national conventions.

With Kerry solidly in front, the attention is
swinging to the head-to-head battle between
him and President George Bush, but it takes a
lot of behind-the-scenes organization and le-
gal steps to get all 50 states into the nomina-
tion process. In many ways, the process of get-
ting to the nomination is more fun than the
grinding campaign stretch to the general elec-
tion in November.

There are indications this will be as close a
race as the one four years ago, and it will be
interesting to watch the twists and turns the two
sides will take. And it will be interesting — if
not disappointing — to see how the candidacy
of Ralph Nader affects in the general election.
Will he have enough clout to throw the elec-
tion to Bush by taking votes away from Kerry,
or will he be seen as the least evil choice and
throw the election into legal turmoil like we
watched four year ago?

We have about nine months to unravel the
answer. — Tom Betz

Saturday,  Kansas Democrats will gather at
100 caucus sites around the state to add their
voice to the national nomination process. For
northwest Kansas, the caucus will be in Colby.

In Kansas, which is known as a Republican
state, being a Democrat can seem like an oxy-
moron, but then the state was smart enough to
elect Democrat Kathleen Sebelius as governor.

The registration figures in Sherman County
show about 904 Democrats to 2,200 Republi-
cans, which is about the reverse in nearby Tho-
mas County. The interesting part of the figures
is there are only 790 unaffiliated voters here.

For most people in rural America, political
parties do not mean what they used to, and that
is unfortunate. The rural grassroots is where the
true political spirit of the country comes from.
That spirit brings forth a sense of purpose for
the party and a rallying point for people of simi-
lar views.

In Colorado, the registration is about one-
third Republican, one-third Democrat and one-
third unaffiliated. Colorado is considered a
swing state, because voters there have switched
between the two major parties from election to
election. In recent years, that swing has not
been as apparent.

This will be a wild political season for
Coloradoans, with the decision by Sen. Ben
Knighthorse Campbell to retire for health rea-
sons.

By the time the smoke clears, there may be

up to 15 people scrambling to seek either the
Republican or Democratic nomination. There
will be a lot of national attention focused on
the race, and both parties will be pushing to put
their best candidate on the ballot for Novem-
ber.

We worked for the election of Sen. Camp-
bell many years ago when he first ran for the
House as a Democrat, and were disappointed
when he deserted those who elected him to
switch parties.

He came to Lamar for a visit shortly after
making the switch, and we had an opportunity
to talk about it. I told him I was disappointed,
but he said he felt it was the best way to get
some things done for the Western Slope of
Colorado. He said he could have a bigger im-
pact by being in the Republican majority.

We disagreed on that point, but during his
years in office, I felt he was one of the most
honest politicians I had dealt with. I think he
will be missed for many reasons.

I have been in Kansas for over seven years,
and realize that political party identification is
not a big thing in the daily stream of events,

Medicare-Approved discount cards will be
available this year to help you save on prescrip-
tion drugs.

Medicare will contract with private companies
to offer new drug discount cards until a Medi-
care prescription drug benefit starts in 2006. A
discount card with Medicare’s seal of approval
can help you save 10-25 percent on prescriptions.

Please beware you may be approached by
what seems to be a reputable company repre-
senting Medicare to purchase a prescription
plan or card. Watch carefully that any card you
accept or purchase has the Medicare seal of
approval printed on it. Bogus cards which may
be available for purchase offer little if any pur-
chasing power. Are they legal? Yes, because
they do offer some sort of a benefit, even if it is
presented in a very vague or misleading way.

After prescription drug benefits are added to
Medicare in 2006, all people with Medicare
will be able to enroll in plans that cover pre-
scription drugs. Plans might vary, but in gen-
eral, this is how they will work:

• You will choose prescription drug plan and
pay a premium of about $35 a month

• You will pay the first $250 (called a “de-
ductible”).

• Medicare then will pay 75 percent of costs
between $250 and $2,250.  You will pay only
25 percent of these costs.

• You will pay 100 percent of the drug costs
above $2,250 until you reach $3,600 in out-of-
pocket spending.

• Medicare will pay about 95 percent of the
costs after you have spent $3,600.

Some prescription drug plans may have op-
tions to help you pay the out-of-pocket costs.

A few controversial issues yet to be debated,
include licensing of abortion providers (not
likely to become law), changes in school fi-
nance (I don’t expect a new law,  only discus-
sion and debate), a constitutional amendment
which says beginning on July 1, 2005, the state
must have prior voter approval for:

• Any new state tax.
• Any tax rate increase.
• Extension of any expiring tax.
• Any tax policy change which would di-

rectly cause a net tax revenue gain.
• Any new bonds issued, except for refinanc-

ing existing bonds.

Drug discount cards will be available this year
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U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510.  (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

where to write
State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol

Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address — morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

Kansas Attorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767

Limitation would be placed on state rev-
enues, state spending, and the emergency re-
serve fund. (I do not expect this to pass the
Legislature.)

The main issue(s) truly before us are the bud-
get and new money for schools and many
“people” programs.

Most of the debate regarding spending will
have to be delayed until we know something
from the Supreme Court on education and get
state income estimates, which we will not have
until April.

Prior to that, expect to see a start of the cam-
paign season, with many legislators starting
their campaigns with amendments, debate and
sometimes just plain “argumentative behav-
ior” that are only posturing for their re-elec-
tion. In other words, as you hear about actions
in the Kansas Legislature from here on, be
careful in what you accept as “actual” activity
directed toward helping the citizens of Kansas.

Letter Policy
The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters

from readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include
a telephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.


