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noon Monday

Today
* Sunset, 5:46 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 6:06 a.m.
* Sunset, 5:47 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 38 degrees
* Humidity 26 percent
* Sky mostly sunny
* Winds northwest 15 mph
+ Barometer 30.33 inches
and falling
* Record High today 83° (1989)
* Record Low today -4° (1932)

Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 56°
Low Sunday 23°
Precipitation none

The Topside Forecast
Today: mostly sunny, high
around 65, low near 32, winds
northwest 6-10 mph. Wednesday:
partly cloudy and breezy, high
around 53, low around 27, winds
north northwest 10-32 mph.

Extended Forecast

Thursday: partly cloudy, high
around 55, lowaround 28. Friday:
partly cloudy, high around 60, low
around 30. Saturday: partly
cloudy, high near 56, low around
26. Sunday: mostly sunny, high
around 52.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7. a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.36 bushel
New Crop — $3.35 bushel
Posted county price — $3.50
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $2.76 bushel
Posted county price — $2.72
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.58 bushel
Soybeans — $8.62 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $6.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11.90 cwt.
NuSun — $12.15 cwt.
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Lady Trojans
win at Salina

Freshman Jayci Stone
(center with Lady Trojan
shirt) enjoyed a “send off”
Friday morning as the Lady
Trojans headedto Salinafor
the Region VI basketball
tournament. See story and
photo on Page 12.

Sheriff race gets unwilling candidate

By Tom Betz
and Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Thefieldintheracefor Sherman
County sheriff may increaseby one
if apolitical action committee
formed Thursday gets enough sig-
naturesto put bar owner Rod Coo-
per ontheballot asanindependent.

Virgil Baumfalk, owner of McB'’s
Motor and Radiator Repair, admits
heisoneof theorganizersof thecam-
paigntorun Cooper, owner of Crazy
R’s. Baumfalk islisted as chairman
of thecommitteeon papersfiledwith
the Kansas Secretary of State.

Baumfalk said the committee
treasurer is Jackie Dautel, who
works at Wal-Mart, and Cooper’s
campaign manager is listed as his
wifeMichelle, owner of Gambino's.

Thehitchis, Cooperisn’t exactly
co-operatingwithhis* supporters.”

Why ishetryingtorunareluctant
Cooper for sheriff?

“He keeps screwing with me,”
Baumfalk said Monday. “It all

As of Friday afternoon, the
county clerk’srecordsshow there
are 3,968 registered votersin
Sherman County, with Republi-
cans outnumbering all others
with 56 percent of thetotal.

The party breakdown is:

* Republican: 2,243

« Democrat: 904, 23 percent

« No party affiliation: 790, 20
percent.

e Libertarian: 28, 1 percent

Republicans hold voting lead

e Reform: 3

County Clerk Janet Rumpel,who
isthecounty’ selection officer, said
peoplewho havemovedor havele-
gally changed their names should
re-register as soon as possible, at
least 15 days before el ection day.

Candidates for sheriff include
Kevin Butts, the current Sherman
County undersheriff; GregKroskey,
acity policeman; Dee Albers, a
former undersheriff; and Art Lov-

ington, a former deputy. All are
running as Republicans.

IncumbentsCarol Armstrong,
theregister of deeds, and Rumpel
haveturnedintheir petitionsand
paidtheir feesforre-election. Iris
Scheopner, aclerk inthe county
treasurer’soffice, hasfiled ape-
titionand paidfeesasacandidate
for Sherman County treasurer.
Incumbent Treasurer Shelby
Miller isnot running.

startedwithaheadlight and grill. He
had 30-40 peoplecall meabout buy-
ingthemout of anold 1935 Diamond
REOtruck | have, and heknew they
weren'tfor sl eseparately. | toldhim
for $3,500, he could havethewhole
truck, but | wasnot going to sell the

headlightsandgrill. | havetheorigi-
nal titlefor that truck.”

Baumfalk wasoneof theinstiga-
torswho got Cooper el ected ashon-
orary Mayor of South Goodland last
November. After Cooper was de-
claredthewinner, Baumfalk placed

adesk and chairson avacant lot at
17thand Mainwithasign saying it
wasthenew officefor the*mayor.”

Apparently the next round of the
challenge went to Cooper, who
knew Baumfalk was having adis-
agreement with the city over mow-

Apache choppers grounded by weather

Three U.S. Army pilots prepare one of four AH-64 Apache attack
helicopters for take off Friday morning. Four of the helicopters
landed here Wednesday morning for fuel but were grounded for
nearly two days by the weather. The helicopters are on the way

e ___.‘__.'- o |

to Johnston, Pa., as part of atransfer from the Utah Army National
Guard to the Pennsylvania Guard. The Utah unit, the 211th Avia-
tion Group, was activated in January and will depart for Afganistan
Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

later this month.

Tornado siren test,
training next week

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Sirens will sound around 9:30
a.m. next Tuesday, when the Na-
tional Weather Service has sched-
uled atornado for Goodland.

WEell,it'sonly atest, not theresult
of some new scientific method for
predictingtornados, but emergency
management officials hope people
will pay attentiontothedrill. It'spart
of Kansas Severe Weather Aware-
nessWeek, beginning Monday and
going through Friday, March 19.

A test tornado warning will beis-
sued by the Goodland office of the
National Weather Serviceat 9:30a.m.
next Tuesday. Sherman County Com-
munications and Emergency Man-
agementwill soundthewarningsirens
asif it wereareal tornado warning.

David Floyd, warning coordina-
tion meteorol ogist for the Weather
Servicein Goodland, said hehopes
everyone will take emergency ac-
tionasif itwasareal tornado. About
15 minutes after the warning is
given, theweather servicewill issue
a"“ severe weather statement” end-
ing thetest.

Floyd said the focus of the week
istoincrease awarenessof thedan-
gers of severe weather and teach
peopl eof what todowhenatornado
threatens. In 2003, Kansas was hit
by 91 tornadoeswhichkilled seven

people and hurt 84 others.

Duringtheweek, weather stations
in Kansas will broadcast informa-
tion statements about severe
weather watches and warnings,
lightning and tornado safety, thun-
derstormwindsand flash flooding.
The schedule for storm spotter
classeswill beaired daily.

InGoodland, theclasswill beheld
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 17, at
theNational Guard Armory, 720 E.
Armory Rd. For information, call
Timothy Renner at thecommunica-
tions and emergency management
office at (785) 899-4575 or e-mail
trenner @eaglecom.net.

Part of theefforttohel pthecounty
preparefor severeweather and other
disasterswasthecrestion of the Sher-
man County Mitigation 20/20 Task
Force, ajoint effort by city and
county governmentsand publicand
private organizations to develop a
Sherman County Local Hazard Miti-
gation Plan. Theprocess consists of
assessing the county’s vulnerabili-
tiestodisastersanddevel opingaplan
to eliminate or reducethem.

Themembersareasking peopleto
sharetheir experiencesof past disas-
tersand makesuggestionsthat could
help lessen the impact of future di-
sasters. Contact the task force by
calling (785) 899-4575 or e-mail
shcolepo@hotmail.com.

ing the weeds at his property at the
old rest areaon east Business U.S.
24. Cooper apparently arrangec
with someone to fertilize the lot to
encouragethe grass and weeds.

That, said Baumfalk, prompted
him to put Cooper’s name on the
ballot as an independent candidate
for sheriff. The officid title of the
committee as filed with the Secre-
tary of State, and received by
Baumfalk onMonday, is* Commit-
teeto Elect Rod Cooper for Sheriff.”

County Clerk Janet Rumpel saic
shewaswith Baumfal k on Thursday
at Cooper’s restaurant, when he
triedtoget Cooper tosignthepapers
creatingthecommittee. Shesaid she
told him Cooper wouldn’t sign, anc
heassured her hewould, so shewent
along to watch the action.

Cooper took the form, she said,
withanunprintablecomment, wad-
dedit up and threw it away.

Baumfalk said he would file the

See SHERIFF, Page 3

Summer
cone zone
IN works

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

It has been quiet on the highway
constructionscenearound Sherman
County, but beginning in August,
thestateDepartment of Transporta-
tionwill repavethe 10 milesof 1-7C
between Edson and Brewster.

Eric Oelschlager, project engi-
neer for thedepartment in Atwood,
saidthel-70 project would bedone
in the late summer. Ritchie Paving
from Wichitaisthe contractor.

“The starting dateisAug. 1,” he
said, “and is expected to take less
than six weeks. We will be using
cones while the project is being
done.

“They will mill out oneand one-
half inchesof thepavement and will
be putting back three inches. This
will be the road and not the shoul-
ders.

“The contractor is stockpiling
material near Edsonfortheproject.”

Oelschlager said that isthe only
highway construction projectinthe
county thissummer. A contract will
beletin December for anew bridge
over the North Fork of the Smoky

See CONES, Page 10

Scout adds benc
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hes to Gulick Park

ground.

Tim Gittinger, a member of the Goodland Boy Scouts, smoothed out the dirt before finishing work
for the day on his Eagle Scout project Saturday in Gulick Park. Gittinger, the son of Kendall and
Marilyn Gittinger, anchored two benches onto concrete poured a few weeks ago near the play-

Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News




