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TUESDAY EVENING MAR. 9, 2004

Biography “Jim Jones:
Journey Into Madness”

Cold Case Files Murderer convicted 30 years later.
(N) %

Third Watch “Ladies’
Day” $ %

Biography “Jim Jones:
Journey Into Madness”

8 Simple
Rules %

I’m With
Her %

According
to Jim (N)

Less Than
Perfect (N)

NYPD Blue “Take My
Wife Please” (N) %

News % (:35) Night-
line %

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live (N) $ %

Beastly Countdown
Kookaburra; coyote. (N)

Lance Burton’s Guerilla
Magic %

Miami Animal Police (N) Beastly Countdown
Kookaburra; coyote.

Lance Burton’s Guerilla
Magic %

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy %

Significant
Others (N)

Significant
Others (N)

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “John Z.”

Significant
Others

The West Wing “In Ex-
celsis Deo” $ %

Queer Eye-
Guy

Navy NCIS “The Immor-
tal” $ %

The Guardian “The
Bachelor Party” (N) %

Judging Amy “The
Wrong Man” $ %

News $
%

(:35) Late Show Bette
Midler; Howie Day. %

The Late
Late Show

Web of the Spider Mon-
key %

Real Miami Cops Dogs
learn to sniff out drugs.

Justice Files “Betrayal of
Trust” %

New Detectives: Foren-
sic Science

Mob Scene “The Ghost
of Sonny Black” (N)

Kim Possi-
ble %

The Proud
Family %

Even
Stevens %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Lizzie
McGuire

(( “Smart House” (1999, Comedy) Ryan Merri-
man, Katey Sagal. %

101 Reasons 101 Reasons 101 Reasons Howard S. Howard S. 101 Reasons
Wm. Basketball College Basketball: Horizon League Final SportsCenter (Live) % Outside Gamenight
College Basketball College Basketball: Sun Belt Final -- Teams TBA Streetball Wisconsin Fastbreak Streetball
((* “Little Giants” (1994) Rick Moranis. Whose? Whose? The 700 Club % Funniest Home Videos
Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness Cardio and Weights Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness
(:01) ((* “Hard Contract” (1969) Lee Remick (:01) ((( “Panic in Needle Park” (1971) “Johnny Dangerously”
Emeril Live Emeril
makes snacks. (N)

America
Eats

Roker on
the Road

Food Finds Amer. Fes-
tivals

Unwrapped
“Hot Dogs”

Good Eats Emeril Live Emeril
makes snacks.

American Idol “Wild Card Night” (iTV)
(Live) $ %

Cracking
Up “Pilot”

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith %

Cagney & Lacey “Old
Flames” %

Kojak “Mouse”

Cops % Cops % Cops % Cops % Cops % (( “Planet of the Apes” (2001) Mark Wahlberg. Premiere.
NASCAR Rocky Mt. FOX One NASCAR The Best Damn Sports Show Period FOX One Rocky Mt. Rocky Mt.
(5:00) ((* “Hero”
(1992) Dustin Hoffman.

(:15) (* “Life or Something Like It” (2002, Com-
edy) Angelina Jolie. $ ‘PG-13’ %

((( “Catch Me if You Can” (2002, Comedy-Dra-
ma) Leonardo DiCaprio. $ ‘PG-13’ %

Outer Sensible Decorating Design Designers’ Designers’ Home Design Outer Sensible
Judas: Traitor or
Friend? %

Tactical to Practical % Modern Marvels “Dan-
gerous Cargo” %

Deep Sea Detectives “S-
5: Doomed Sub”

Judas: Traitor or
Friend? %

(* “Blue Streak” (1999) Martin Lawrence. A thief
poses as a cop to retrieve a hidden diamond.

(:10) (* “U-Turn” (1997, Mystery) (PA) Sean
Penn, Nick Nolte. %

(:10) (* “Blue Streak”
(1999) (PA)

The Nanny The Nanny “A Crime of Passion” (1999, Drama) Tracey Gold. Golden Golden The Nanny The Nanny
TRL (iTV) $ % Music Videos $ Direct Effect $ TRL (iTV) $ % Real World Real World
News % Ent. To-

night
Friends $
%

(:40) Scrubs Surgeon
has a disorder. $ %

(:20)
Scrubs $

Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit “Choice”

News % The To-
night Show

Friends $
%

(:40) Scrubs Surgeon
has a disorder. $ %

(:20)
Scrubs $

Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit “Choice”

News (:35) The Tonight Show
(N) $ %

(:37) Late
Night (N)

Oddparents Nicktoon Full House Full House Cosby Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Cosby Cosby
American Soundtrack: Rock at 50 Celebrating Rock and Roll’s Golden Era,
1955 to 1965. $ %

BBC World
News

That’s My
Boy

Charlie Rose (N) $ %

(5:00) ((* “Stargate” (1994) $ Tripping ((* “Star Trek Generations” (1994) Patrick Stewart. $ Scare
Real TV $ Real TV $ Real TV $ Real TV $ Star Trek: Next Gener. Star Trek: Next Gener. Oblivious Crash Test
While You Were Out % Clean Sweep College

paraphernalia. %
In a Fix Opposites share
a home. (N)

In a Fix “Gentleman’s
Den”

Rides “Dominator” Four-
teen custom cars.

Law & Order % (DVS) Law & Order % (DVS) Charmed $ % Angel “Peace Out” % The X-Files “Redrum”
Food Crazy (N) Made Made Kings of the Road % Food Crazy Made Made
Burnett All-Family Sanford Bewitched Griffith Leave Family Ties Cheers $ Sanford All-Family
Mariana de la Noche Bajo la Misma Piel Casos de la Vida Real Impacto Noticiero En las Mejores Familias
((* “The Lost World: Jurassic Park” (1997) Jeff Goldblum. % Law & Order Karen Sisco $ %

Friends $
%

Everybody-
Raymond

Gilmore Girls Lane’s band makes its debut; Lorelai
and Sookie look at buying another inn. $ %

News $ % Friends $
%

Will &
Grace %

((* “Madhouse” (1990) John Larroquette. $ News $ % Becker $ Becker $ Elimidate 5th Wheel
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WEDNESDAY EVENING MAR. 10, 2004

Biography: The Menen-
dez Brothers: Sins

American Justice “The
Happy Face Killer” (N)

City Confidential % Third Watch “Crime and
Punishment” %

Biography: The Menen-
dez Brothers: Sins

My Wife
and Kids

My Wife
and Kids

Extreme Makeover (N)
$ %

Stephen King’s King-
dom Hospital (N) %

News % (:35) Night-
line %

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live Pat Green. (N) %

Most Extreme “Venom”
Lethal injections. %

The Crocodile Hunter
Diaries “British Gorillas”

Miami Animal Police
“Snakes on the Loose”

Most Extreme “Venom”
Lethal injections. %

The Crocodile Hunter
Diaries “British Gorillas”

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “John Z.”

Keen Eddie “Citizen Ce-
cil” $ %

Keen Eddie “Black Like
Me” $ %

The West Wing “Lord
John Marbury” $ %

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “John Z.”

60 Minutes II $ % The King of
Queens $

Yes, Dear
$ %

48 Hours Investigates
$ %

News $
%

(:35) Late Show $ % The Late
Late Show

Australia’s Reef War-
riors %

American Mobster:
Searching for Whitey

The FBI Files “Lost
Boys” %

King Herod: Madman or
Murderer? %

Mob Scene “The Psy-
chology of the Flip” (N)

Kim Possi-
ble %

The Proud
Family %

Dave the
Barbarian

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Lizzie
McGuire

“The Other Me” (2000, Comedy) Andy Lawrence. A
boy accidentally creates a clone of himself. %

101 Reasons 101 Reasons 101 Reasons Howard S. Howard S. 101 Reasons
College Basketball College Basketball: Big East First Round -- Teams TBA SportsCenter (Live) % Outside
College Basketball College Basketball: Big Sky Tournament Final Dream Job % Fastbreak Gamenight
(( “Down Periscope” (1996) Kelsey Grammer. Whose? Whose? The 700 Club % Videos Videos
Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness Muscle Endurance Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness
(:01) ((* “Just Imagine” (1930) El Brendel. (:01) Hour of Stars (:01) ((* “Eyewitness” (1981) William Hurt.
Emeril’s Dream Restau-
rant

America
Eats

The Best
Of (N)

$40-a-Day
“Santa Fe”

$40-a-Day Unwrapped
“Cookies”

Good Eats Emeril’s Dream Restau-
rant

That ’70s
Show (N)

American Idol Wild-card
performers are chosen.

Cracking
Up (N) %

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith %

Cagney & Lacey “Trad-
ing Places” %

Kojak “Chain of Custody”

Cops % (( “Planet of the Apes” (2001) Mark Wahlberg, Tim Roth. (* “The Animal” (2001) Rob Schneider.
Avalanche NHL Hockey Colorado Avalanche at Edmonton Oilers. (Live) Rocky Mt. FOX One Rocky Mt. Late Poker
(5:45) (( “A Walk to Remember”
(2002) Shane West. $ ‘PG’ %

(((* “A Beautiful Mind” (2001, Drama) Russell Crowe. A bril-
liant mathematician battles schizophrenia. $ ‘PG-13’ %

The Sopranos “Two
Tonys” $ %

House Before Aft Weekend Mission Curb Curb House Restore House Before Aft
Modern Marvels Truck-
ing industry. %

Modern Marvels “Pickup
Trucks” %

Modern Marvels “Ex-
treme Trucks” Jet truck.

Buried Treasure % Modern Marvels Truck-
ing industry. %

Seinfeld $
%

Seinfeld $
%

(( “The Craft” (1996) (PA) Robin Tunney. Teen-
age witches wreak havoc at their high school.

( “The In Crowd” (2000) Susan Ward. A sinister
debutante takes an interest in a troubled teen.

The Nanny The Nanny (* “No Higher Love” (1999) Katey Sagal. % Golden Golden The Nanny The Nanny
TRL (iTV) $ % Video Warning Direct Effect $ John Kerry Videos Newlywed Newlywed
News % Ent. To-

night
The Apprentice $ % Law & Order “Blaze” $

%
Law & Order “Embed-
ded” $ %

News % The To-
night Show

The Apprentice $ % Law & Order “Blaze” $
%

Law & Order “Embed-
ded” $ %

News (:35) The Tonight Show
Elijah Wood; Maroon 5.

(:37) Late
Night (N)

Oddparents Nicktoon Full House Full House Cosby Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Cosby Cosby
Daniel O’Donnell: Songs of Faith International
singer Daniel O’Donnell performs. $ %

60s Pop Rock Reunion $ % Two’s Com-
pany

Charlie Rose (N) $ %

(5:00) ((( “It” (1990, Horror) John Ritter, Richard Thomas. $ % (( “Pet Sematary Two” (1992, Horror) $ %

Real TV $ Real TV $ Real TV $ Real TV $ Star Trek: Next Gener. Star Trek: Next Gener. “Hunt-Red-Oct.”
While You Were Out % Clean Sweep “Teachers

Learn a Lesson” %
In a Fix “The Fiesta
House”

What Not to Wear “Cyn-
thia”

For Better or for Worse
“Jerilee and Michael”

Law & Order % (DVS) (( “Blade” (1998) Wesley Snipes. % (DVS) Law & Order % (DVS) The X-Files “SureKill”
Getting Rich World Poker Tour (N) Getting Rich World Poker Tour
Burnett All-Family Sanford Bewitched Griffith Leave Family Ties Cheers $ Sanford All-Family
Mariana de la Noche Bajo la Misma Piel Don Francisco Presenta Impacto Noticiero En las Mejores Familias
Law & Order Law & Order Monk % Law & Order Monk %

Friends $
%

Everybody-
Raymond

Smallville “Relic” $ % Smallville “Viewers’
Choice” $ %

News $ % Friends $
%

Will &
Grace %

(( “Best Men” (1998) Dean Cain. $ % Feed the Children % Becker $ Becker $ Elimidate 5th Wheel
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THURSDAY EVENING MAR. 11, 2004

Smucker’s Stars on Ice 2004 (N) % With Malice “Red Heads”
(N) %

Third Watch “Crime and
Punishment” %

Smucker’s Stars on Ice
2004 %

Billy Graham Special $
%

Extreme Makeover (N)
$ %

Primetime Thursday % News % (:35) Night-
line %

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live (N) $ %

The Jeff Corwin Experi-
ence “Urban Show”

Most Extreme: Strength
%

Miami Animal Police
“Serial Killer Python” (N)

The Jeff Corwin Experi-
ence “Urban Show”

Most Extreme: Strength
%

((* “Light It Up” (1999, Drama) Usher Raymond,
Forest Whitaker. ‘R’ %

Significant
Others

Significant
Others

The West Wing $ % ((* “Light It Up”
(1999) Usher Raymond.

Survivor: All-Stars “Sor-
ry...I Blew It” (N) %

CSI: Crime Scene Inves-
tigation “XX” (N) $

Without a Trace “Lega-
cy” (N) $ %

News $
%

(:35) Late Show $ % The Late
Late Show

Wild Lives of Cats % Maximum Security Pris-
ons %

New Detectives: Foren-
sic Science

Cold Case Cops % Mafia Women Mob
women’s changing roles.

Kim Possi-
ble %

The Proud
Family %

Even
Stevens %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Lizzie
McGuire

“The Poof Point” (2001) Mark Curry. A time ma-
chine makes its inventors increasingly younger.

101 Reasons 101 Reasons 101 Reasons Howard S. Howard S. 101 Reasons
College Basketball SportsCtr. College Basketball: Big East Quarterfinal SportsCtr. College Basketball
College Basketball College Basketball: Big 12 First Round -- Teams TBA Gamenight Outside Gamenight
((( “Rookie of the Year” (1993) Gary Busey Whose? Whose? The 700 Club % Funniest Home Videos
Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness Power Hour Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness
(:01) ((* “Prudence and the Pill” (1968) (:01) ((* “The Gospel Road” Hollywood (:01) “Prince of Foxes”
Emeril Live America

Eats
Top 5 Unwrapped The Best

Of (N)
Unwrapped
“Coffee”

Good Eats Emeril Live

The 35th Annual NAACP Image Awards Annual
event honoring black Americans. (N) $ %

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith %

Cagney & Lacey “Shad-
ow of a Doubt”

Kojak “Captain’s Broth-
er’s Wife”

Buffy Vampire Married... Married... Cops % Cops % ((* “Police Story” (1985) Jackie Chan.
Women’s College Basketball Women’s College Basketball College Basketball
(5:15) (( “Iron Jawed Angels”
(2004) Hilary Swank. $ ‘NR’ %

Pandemic-
AIDS

(( “Enough” (2002, Suspense) Jennifer Lopez,
Billy Campbell. $ ‘PG-13’ %

((( “Panic Room”
(2002) Jodie Foster. ‘R’

Weekend Landscapr Design Designers’ House House House Ext hm Weekend Landscapr
Ancient Discoveries
“Ancient Computer?”

Ancient Discoveries:
Doctor to the Gladiators

Ancient Discoveries
“Heron of Alexandria”

History of Sex “Ancient
Civilizations” %

Ancient Discoveries
“Ancient Computer?”

((( “Home Alone” (1990) Macaulay Culkin. A
boy defends his home against inept burglars.

(:10) (* “Home Alone 3” (1997, Comedy) (PA)
Alex D. Linz, Olek Krupa. %

(:10) ((* “Funny
Farm” (1988) %

The Nanny The Nanny “Abducted: A Father’s Love” (1996) Chris Noth. Golden Golden The Nanny The Nanny
TRL (iTV) $ % Music Videos $ Direct Effect $ Videos Bad Boy Top 10 $ Band II
News % Ent. To-

night
Friends $
%

(:32) Will &
Grace (N)

The Apprentice (N) $
%

(8:59) Princess Diana:
The Secret Tapes (N)

News % The To-
night Show

Friends $
%

(:32) Will &
Grace (N)

The Apprentice (N) $
%

(7:59) Princess Diana:
The Secret Tapes (N)

News (:35) The Tonight Show
Gisele Bündchen. (N) $

(:37) Late
Night (N)

Oddparents Nicktoon Full House Full House Cosby Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Cosby Cosby
Kansas Spotlight
Events. $

Peter, Paul and Mary “Carry It On: A Musical Lega-
cy” $ %

BBC World
News

Keeping Up Charlie Rose (N) $ %

Mad Mad House % Mad Mad House (N) $ Scare Tripping Mad Mad House % Tripping Scare
Real TV $ Real TV $ Real TV $ Real TV $ Star Trek: Next Gener. Star Trek: Next Gener. Extreme Extreme
While You Were Out % Clean Sweep “Thanks for

the Memories” %
In a Fix “Medieval
Kitchen”

Wild Weddings % World Wedding Day

NBA Basketball: Hornets at Rockets NBA Basketball Dallas Mavericks at Sacramento Kings. % Insde NBA
Beach Resorts World’s Best South Florida Beach Resorts World’s Best
Burnett All-Family Sanford Bewitched Griffith Leave Family Ties Cheers $ Sanford All-Family
Mariana de la Noche Bajo la Misma Piel Aquí y Ahora Impacto Noticiero En las Mejores Familias
Law & Order (* “10 Things I Hate About You” (1999) Heath Ledger. ((* “Kingpin” (1996) %
Friends $
%

Everybody-
Raymond

Jamie
Kennedy

Jamie
Kennedy

Jamie
Kennedy

The Help
“Pilot” %

News $ % Friends $
%

Will &
Grace %

((( “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” (1988) $ News $ % Becker $ Becker $ Elimidate 5th Wheel
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FRIDAY EVENING MAR. 12, 2004

Biography: James Gar-
ner-Maverick

Biography: Carol Bur-
nett: Laugh

Biography: Alan Alda:
Mr. Nice Guy

Third Watch Doc breaks
in a rookie paramedic.

Biography: James Gar-
ner-Maverick

George Lo-
pez (N) $

Married to
the Kellys

Hope &
Faith %

Life With
Bonnie $

20/20 Rosie O’Donnell’s
spouse; Elton John. (N)

News % (:35) Night-
line %

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live Cee-Lo. (N) $ %

The Planet’s Funniest
Animals %

Planet’s Funniest Ani-
mals Special

Miami Animal Police
“Mystery Monster” (N)

The Planet’s Funniest
Animals %

Planet’s Funniest Ani-
mals Special

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “John Z.”

(( “The Myth of Fingerprints”
(1997) Arija Bareikis. Premiere. ‘R’

(((* “Being John Malkovich” (1999) John Cusack. A street
puppeteer discovers a portal to the actor’s brain. ‘R’

Joan of Arcadia (N) $
%

JAG “What If?” (N) $ %
(DVS)

48 Hours Investigates
$ %

News $
%

(:35) Late Show $ % The Late
Late Show

Desert Survival Camel’s
life. %

Monster Garage “Peter-
built Chopper” %

Monster House “Mobster
House”

American Beauty Shop
Traditional beauty salon.

American Chopper
“Mikey’s Bike” %

Kim Possi-
ble %

Kim Possi-
ble %

Kim Possi-
ble %

Kim Possi-
ble %

Kim Possi-
ble %

Kim Possi-
ble (N) %

(((* “Toy Story 2” (1999) Voices
of Tom Hanks. ‘G’ %

(:45) Kim
Possible

101 Reasons 101 Reasons 101 Reasons Howard S. Howard S. Celebrities Uncensored
College Basketball College Basketball: Big East Semifinal -- Teams TBA SportsCtr. College Basketball
College Basketball College Basketball: ACC Quarterfinal -- Teams TBA Gamenight Outside Poker
“I Want to Marry Ryan Banks” (2004) % Whose? Whose? The 700 Club % Paid Prog. Paid Prog.
Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness Boot Camp Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness
(:01) ((* “Valley of the Dolls” (1967, Drama) (:05) ((( “Murder, Inc.” (1960) May Britt (:01) (((( “Wilson”
Emeril Live “The Great
Market Challenge” (N)

America
Eats

Cook’s
Tour

Food Finds: Viewers
Favorites

Unwrapped Good Eats
“Fry Hard”

Emeril Live “The Great
Market Challenge”

Playing It Straight (Se-
ries Premiere) (N) %

Wonderfalls “Wax Lion”
(Series Premiere) (N) $

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith %

Cagney & Lacey “Hello-
Goodbye” %

Kojak “No License to Kill

Buffy Vampire Married... Married... Cops % Cops % (( “Double Impact” (1991) Geoffrey Lewis
NASCAR Avalanche NHL Hockey Colorado Avalanche at Phoenix Coyotes. (Live) Rocky Mt. College Basketball
(5:45) ((* “The Man Who Knew
Too Little” (1997) Bill Murray. ‘PG’

((( “Real Women Have Curves”
(2002) America Ferrera. ‘PG-13’ %

Real Time $ % (( “The Saint” (1997)
Val Kilmer. %

Debbie Travis’ Facelift Design Design Designers’ Designers’ Outer Landscapr Debbie Travis’ Facelift
Dead Men’s Secrets (N)
%

Heavy Metal “Hitler’s
Vengeance Weapons”

Modern Marvels “The
Manhattan Project” %

Modern Marvels “Tun-
nels of Vietnam” %

Dead Men’s Secrets %

(( “Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit” (1993,
Comedy) Whoopi Goldberg, Kathy Najimy. %

((* “Jumpin’ Jack Flash” (1986, Comedy) (PA)
Whoopi Goldberg, Stephen Collins.

((* “Stripes” (1981)
Bill Murray. %

The Nanny The Nanny Movie Merge % The Nanny The Nanny
TRL (iTV) $ % Pimp Ride Band II MTV Cribs Warning TRL (iTV) $ % “Monster Island” (2004)
News % Ent. To-

night
Dateline NBC $ % Crossing Jordan “Slam

Dunk” (N) $ %
News % The To-

night Show
Dateline NBC $ % Crossing Jordan “Slam

Dunk” (N) $ %
News (:35) The Tonight Show

Jennifer Tilly; Switchfoot.
(:37) Late
Night (N)

Neutron Robot ChalkZone Nicktoon Cosby Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Cosby Cosby
Washing-
ton Week

Wall $treet-
Fortune

Market to
Market

You Don’t Have To Be Rich ... Jean
Chatzky on Money and Happiness

BBC World
News

Red Green Charlie Rose (N) $ %

Tremors: The Series $ Stargate SG-1 (N) % Stargate SG-1 % Stargate SG-1 % The Outer Limits %

Real TV $ Real TV $ Real TV $ Real TV $ Star Trek: Next Gener. Star Trek: Next Gener. Star Trek: Next Gener.
Trading Spaces: Family
%

Trading Spaces: Family Trading Spaces: Family
Houseboat; powerboat.

While You Were Out
Vermont lodge. %

While You Were Out (N)

((( “Men in Black” (1997) Tommy Lee Jones. ((( “Men in Black” (1997) Tommy Lee Jones. (* “Deep Rising”
Busch Gardens Sea World Revealed Weird Travels % Busch Gardens Sea World Revealed
Burnett All-Family Sanford Bewitched Griffith Leave Family Ties Cheers $ Batman Batman
Mariana de la Noche Bajo la Misma Piel Casos de la Vida Real Impacto Noticiero Los Metiches
Law & Order Touching Evil (Series Premiere) (N) % Touching Evil %
Friends $
%

Everybody-
Raymond

Reba $ % What I Like
About You

Grounded
for Life $

The Help
(N) $ %

News $ % Friends $
%

Will &
Grace %

(5:30) ((* “Oliver Twist” (1997) $ % News $ % Becker $ Becker $ Elimidate 5th Wheel

abigail
van buren

•dear abby

Sexy gift may
have many
meanings

DEAR ABBY: This letter is in
response to “Shocked,” who was
surprised when her husband’s par-
ents sent her lingerie for her birth-
day. Many men feel that lingerie is
the ultimate turn-on. Her in-laws
may have intended to add a little
extra romance and provide a pleas-
ant surprise for their son — a wish
he himself may have conveyed.

I speak from experience. My

mother-in-law gave me some linge-
rie for my bridal shower, saying, “I
was married once, too, and trust me
— this will make him happy.” And
it has, three years later. — SARA IN
TEXAS

DEAR SARA: That letter cer-
tainly struck a familiar chord with
a lot of wives. Let me share some
of the comments I received:

DEAR ABBY: For the shocked

daughter-in-law who wasn’t happy
about the peek-a-boo nightie —
that’s nothing! I received the same
kind of outfit from my mother-in-
law at a couples’ shower that was
held at our Baptist Sunday school
teacher’s house, in front of a group
of young Navy pilots.

And the family wonders why the
relationship has always been tense.
— BEEN THERE AND WORSE

DEAR BEEN THERE: Why not
make it “past tense” and forgive her
the lapse in judgment? The gift may
have been well-intended, but her
timing was off. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: I can do her one
better. When my mother died years

ago, her prayer circle presented me
with a gift of underpants. I’ve never
been able to figure that one out. —
MARY IN ASHEVILLE, N.C.

DEAR MARY: It makes one
wonder what they were praying for.

DEAR ABBY: You missed a
glaring point in the letter from
“Shocked,” the woman who wasn’t
sure how to react when her in-laws
sent her a sexy negligee and a thong
for her birthday (she was embar-
rassed): They had never sent her a
birthday gift before!

Maybe the nightie wasn’t a gift
but a message. Perhaps the in-laws
had heard something that caused
them concern, and their gift was an

attempt to inject some excitement
into a flat relationship. “Shocked”
should pause and consider the state
of her marriage. After several years
of marriage — especially with chil-
dren — it’s easy for a husband and
wife to take each other for granted
and grow apart.

If “Shocked” thinks her love life
with her husband is lackluster, she
might consider putting that gift to
good use. — KAREN IN FORT
WALTON BEACH, FLA.

DEAR KAREN: It’s worth con-
sidering. However, it did not occur
to me that instead of a birthday gift,
her in-laws had given her a veiled
warning.

DEAR ABBY: That letter
brought back such memories for
me. When my husband and I were
married 40 years ago, my mother-
in-law would buy me sexy nighties
every year for Christmas and birth-
days.

When our first son was born four
years later, I began receiving flan-
nel nightgowns from her. Maybe
“Shocked’s” in-laws are trying to
tell her they’re ready for grandchil-
dren. — RITA IN SPRINGFIELD,
MO.

DEAR RITA: If they are, they’re
making a mistake. Besides being
inappropriate, that kind of med-
dling often puts daughters-in-law
on the defensive.
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