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from our viewpoint...

Positive lessons
In leadership

Wednesday wasapleasant evening, listening to theleadership
philosophy of cowboy poet Ron Wilson at the graduati on dinner
for the L eadership Sherman County class.

Theroomat Hank’ swascrowded, but therewasplenty of posi-
tivespiritand enthusiasmfromthenearly 50 peoplewho attended.

Thiswastheseventh classto graduatefromtheleadership pro-
gram, and that meansthere areabout 70 peoplewho havehadin-
depth exposure to the workings of the city, county, hospital,
schools, media, industry, business and agriculture segments of
our community.

Thispool of peoplearehopefully thefutureleadersor support-
ersfor progressin our county, and part of the positive voice that
Wilson talked about.

One of thelessons of a“roads scholar,” Wilson said, wasthat
you*“rideforthebrand.” Onaranchthat meant thecowboyswere
loyal tothebrand they rodefor.

Thisreminded me of amore modern saying using asongtitle
made famousby the Beach Boys, “Be Trueto Your School .’

However you remember it, we need to be positive about our
community. It iseasy to talk about the negative things that hap-
pen rather than highlight the good.

Beforethe graduation dinner, therewasaninformal gathering
over lunch at Gambino’s with the Sherman County Economic
Development Council. There, people got achanceto see photos
the leadership class had taken highlighting good and bad things
about our community. Thephotosweremostly positive; theclass
didn’'t dwell onthenegative.

This project asked the class membersto take photos of things
they felt wereimportant about the community, and it isinterest-
ing to see our areathrough their eyes. Thiscollection will beon
display at upcoming public meetings, and may show up in the
lobby of afew businesses. The photos are worth seeing because
they show somethingswe sometimestake for granted.

There was some good news circulating at the luncheon and
again at the graduation dinner. Whilethetruck stop south of I-70
hasnot been soldyet, thereisabidonthetable. It'sbeingreviewed
by the bank which wound up owning thefacility.

Thereisanew owner at Howard Johnson'’s, renovation of the
hotel isunderway. Plansareto closethe businessfor amonth as
theroomsarecleaned out andtherestaurant and bar changed. Part
of thelong-term planisto build aconvention center at the hotel.

Goodland's Super 8 Motel has completed renovation of its
rooms, and plans are moving forward for a quick-lube business
onthe southeast corner of theWal-Mart parking lot. A new diner
isto be delivered later thisyear on asitewest of the Sinclair sta-
tiononK-27.

Itisgoodto seethenew sign and activity at the Sinclair station
at the east |-70 exit. Thereistalk about more expansion in that
areaand theHigh PlainsM useum continuesto work on plansfor
anew | ocation acrosstheroad from the service station.

Other changes are in the workswith new ownersat Mr. Jim's
His Shop, and new managersat the Goodland Chamber of Com-
merceand at the Goodland Activity Center.

Aircraft Seal and Gasket Corp. continuesinstall ation of equip-
ment that has been delivered and prepare for delivery of more
equipment from California.

Therearemorethingsintheworks, andwhilewehopefor more
moisture to help the farmers, we can be positive about what is
happening in our corner of the state. — Tom Betz
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Destination tax big problem for newspapers

Thank you, stateof Kansas, for your helpand
understandingfor thoseof uswholiveout here
intheboonies.

At 10:53 am. Feb. 9, | received afax from
theKansasDepartment of Revenueofferingto
help mewith new salestax regulations.

These regulations require peopleto collect
sales tax where a product is delivered rather
than whereit ispurchased. Thisisan attempt
tocollect salestax onInternet and catal og sales,
and | haveno problemwith that.

While thislaw won't affect the average re-
tailer much, itisabig problemfor newspapers
and others who send alot of small thingsto
many people. We probably send papersto 50
of Kansas' 105 counties, if not more. That'sa
lot of paperwork for amountsthat arelessthan
$40inmost cases.

After passing this law, the state backed off
enforcing it because of an uproar from busi-
nesseslikemine.

But the Revenue Department hasn’'t been
idle. Over thelast several months, the Depart-
ment of Shell-It-Out-Or-Else has had a com-
puter firmworking nightstodevel opaprogram
to makethe paperwork go online, if not away.

A fax | received last Monday said that
“Watch Systems devel oped this innovative
softwarefor Kansas. Mike Cormaci of Watch
Systemswill demonstratehowindividualsand
busi nesses can use the new technol ogy to ob-

House Bill 2599 would repeal the salestax
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tain correct sales tax jurisdiction codes and
ratesfor their customers.”

| have no idea how much the state paid for
thissoftware, but !’ Il betit’smorethanmy sal-
ary and yourscombined.

Now the state has a system, which if prop-
erly used, cangiveanyonethesal estax ratefor
anyoneinKansaslowering, sothefax said, the
number of salestax jurisdictions (read state,
county and city salestaxes) from 752 to only
301.

The new software can be used by using the
buyer’s address, zip code or by latitude and
longitude coordinates.

| especiadly like that last one. By the way,
what are your latitude and longitude coordi-
nates?

Addressesshouldwork, of course, but | can't
figureout how they can usezip codes, because
many tax jurisdictionscrosszip codes, which
areapost officefiction anyway.

But, thestatewaswilling to helpthoseof us
whoaren'treally al that good at computersand
look upon the Internet with mistrust and sus-

picion.

Thegreat and wisefolksin Topekaset up a
seriesof seminarsfor us.

Thefirst wasat 2 p.m. in Olathe on Feb. 9.
The second was at 5 p.m. in Kansas City that
sameday.

Wait aminute. They sent meafax at almost
11 am. to go to seminars on the other side of
the state. If | drovefast and wasn't caught by
the KansasHighway Patrol, | might havejust
been ableto makethe Kansas City one.

But, wait. They aren’t that mean. They have
other seminarssothat they canget closer tothe
peopleout here.

Let'ssee— Feb. 10, 8a.m., Topeka; 12:15
p.m., Topeka; and 4 p.m., Lawrence; Feb. 11,
2p.m., Pittsburg; Feb. 12, 10a.m., Wichitaand
2p.m., Hutchinson; andFeb. 13,9a.m. Salina,
and 2 p.m., Manhattan.

WEell, that’snice. They areall duringthework
day withinfour daysof the noticeand nothing
closer than afour-hour drive. All in eastern
Kansas, nothing at all inthewest.

Thank you, State of Kansas — you are so

thoughtful. There’ snooneliving out hereany-
way.
Would state Sen. Stan Clark and Rep. John
Faber please send meyour latitude and longi-
tude coordinates. It may bethe only way you
can continueto get the paper legally.

« LarkingAmendment, would have changec

Sales tax bill amended passed by House

law changing Kansas over to “destination

sourcing” andrestoresourcing lawsthat were |

inplacelast year.

A bill passed last year required Kansas to
adopt destination-based sourcing for retail
salesand usetaxes, meaning that retailersare
supposedto chargetheratein effect wherever
they send merchandise.

Except for utilities, telecommunications,
and contractsover $10,000, thesalestax would
becharged based ontheretailer’slocation un-
til theU.S. Congressauthorizesstatesthat have
adoptedthe Streamlined SalesTax uniformity
provisionstorequireremoteretailerstocollect
usetax.

Retailers who are sourcing sales based on
destinationwould beallowedto continue. The
bill prohibitsenactment of any law that would
providecompensationto out-of -stateretail ers
unless compensation is provided also for in-
stateretailers. Technical changesrel ated totax
ratesareincluded.

If passed, the new salestax law will reduce
state general fund revenues after fiscal year
2005. Thisproposal wouldtake K ansasout of
compliance with the Streamlined Sales Tax
Agreement, whichcould causethestatetolose
the voluntary compensating use tax remit-
tances from those remote retailers who are
collecting now (including Wal-Mart and Tar-
get) or will inthefuture (Amazon.com).

Thelosswouldresult becauseK ansasisone
of thestatesthat adopted the Streamlined Sales
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Tax uniformity requirements, including des-
tination-based sourcing. These voluntary re-
mittances are expected to grow inthefuture.

| wouldliketohavetheL egislaturekeepour
current destination tax legislation but place
exemptions to the regulations, such as busi-
nesses grossing lessthan $5 million ayear be
allowed to stay with the earlier salestax sys-
tem. Otherwisel amnot sureit isagood idea
toplaceKansasinan“out of compliance’ situ-
ation. Theramifications of being out of com-
plianceand potential |ossof revenuemay cost
morethan most Kansansarewilling to pay.

In House debatelast M onday, amendments
tothesalestax bill included:

» Dahl amendment, whichwould havedimi-
nated destination sourcing of sales taxes for
most thingsexcept e ectricand natural gassup-
pliers. Passageof thiswould put usout of com-
pliance with federal law, and that would be a
problem. | voted againstit, andit failed 45-73

« Schwab amendment, would repeal desti-
nation sourcing, and again that puts us out of
compliance. The base bill putsamoratorium
on the hill, thus keeping us in compliance. |
voted against this amendment, which failed
48-73

theeffectivedateof thisactto Jan. 1, 2005. The
base bill does not take effect until the federal
government acts, causingall I nternet and cata-
log salesto bedestination sourced. | believeit
is best to wait for the feds, so | voted against
theamendment. It failed 50-69

« Kirk Amendment would dothreethings: 1)
authorize secretary of revenue to selectively
enforcethelaw by waiving penalty and inter-
est for non-compliance; 2) raisedeposit thresh-
oldforfilingsosmall businesswouldfilequar-
terly rather thanmonthly. (Thishad afiscal note
of $1.4 million cost tothestateayear.); and 3)
$1,000 one time tax credit for those who col-
lect $20,000 or less to help defray costs of
implementing destination salestax. (Thetotal
expenditure for the state would be about $8
million). Thisisan add-on to the bill, leaving
themoratoriuminplace. |’ mnot surewhat this
really will do, but it does not change the base
bill. I votedfor thisamendment. It passed 120-
1

« Larking amendment 2: When the federal
law goes into effect, Kansas will reimburse
businessbel ow a25 percent threshol d. Thefed-
eral law will charge more to the larger busi-
nesses than smaller businesses without this
amendment. | support thebreak for small busi-
ness, so | voted for the amendment. Passed on
voicevote.

Thefinal bill, asamended, passed 95-29 | ast
Tuesday and was sent onto the Senate.
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50, MY CONTACT SLIPPED ALL
THE WAY BACK IN MY EXYE AND
I COULPNT FIND IT. 90,1
THOUGHT,"HEY! LET'S PO SOME

MAJOR SUCTION!" 50, 1 GOT
THIS PLUNGER AND...

www.garfield.com

COULP YOU MAYBE GIVE ME

SOME HELP HERE? £OU KNOW,

> GRAB THE HANDLE ANP GIVE
IT A REALLY GOOP TWIST!
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