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Cowboy wrestlers honored at banguet

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland High School
wrestling team was honored at a
banquet celebrating its season
Thursday nightinthestudent union
at the Northwest Kansas Technical
College.

About 100 wrestlers, managers,
cheerleaders and coaches, along
with their parents and supporters,
enjoyed a potluck buffet, after
whichthey weretreatedtohighlight
film of their season. The Mustang
wrestling team from Grant Junior
Highwereguests.

Followingthefilm, Coach Randy
Bahe said that making Goodland
successful in wrestling was the
commongoal of thethreewrestling
programs: highschool, junior high,
and KansasKids. He also said one
of the reasonsthejunior high team
wasinvited wasto get the boys ex-
cited about wrestling at the next
level and to show them the quality
of the high school program and the
support it receives.

Bahe took time to thank his two
managers, senior Michael Hall and
sophomoreAaron Duell, notingthat
Dudll puttogether thehighlightfilm.

Bahe introduced Kevin Zim-
merman, who presented Hall with
a special award as outstanding

Theseawardswere presented
at the Goodland High School
wrestling banquet Thursday
night:

* Freshman Josiah Goodley
received the award for the most
fallsby ajunior varsity wrestler
during the season. He had 20
falls, including one in varsity
competition. Goodley mostly
wrestled at 160 pounds, but also
competed at 152 and 171. He
was22-13injunior varsity com-
petitionand 1-3withthevarsity.
He aso received the “most im-
proved wrestler” award.

» Therewas atiefor the most
takedownsbetween sophomore
Justin Holloway and freshman
Kerek Mason. Holloway, at 125

pounds, finished the season 13-7.
Mason, at 112 pounds, finished 23-
3including 4-2 at varsity level.

» The most inspirational junior
varsity wrestler award went to se-
nior Brock Whitmore, who started
the season at 135 pounds then
dropped down 130. Hefinishedthe
season 15-12 overall, 7-9 varsity
and 8-3junior varsity.

» Theaward for the most fallsby
avarsity wrestler went to senior
BlayzeBahe, who pinned hisoppo-
nents 24 timeswhilebuildinga35-
1 record this season. He won this
year’sClass4A statechampionship
at 119 pounds. Theteam alsovoted
himthemostinspirational wrestler.

* Junior Blake Saint earned the
plaguefor themost takedownshby a

Individual awards recognize achievement, success

varsity wrestler. He recorded 65
whilewrestling at 140 pounds, fin-
i shing the season 26-15. Saint took
fourth placeat theregional tourna-
ment, qualifying for state.

» The most improved varsity
wrestler was sophomore Brandon
Hatfield. Wrestling mostly at 135
pounds, Hatfield had a 16-14 var-
sity record, winning six of hislast
eight matches.

* The Pistol Pete Award, which
goes to the wrestler who demon-
stratestoughness, gutsand anever-
quit attitude, went to Saint. Coach
Bahe said Saint suffered aback in-
jury during football that bothered
him throughout the season.

“He never did quit,” the coach
said.

» The Cowboy Award, for the
wrestlerwhobest displayed|ead-
ership, dedication, sportsman-
ship, andthewillingnessto make
the extra effort, went to two se-
niors, Jordan Bedoreand Blayze
Bahe. Coach Bahetoldtheguests
that the seasonisnot yet over for
these two wrestlers. They will
compete at the National High
School Tournament in Cleve-
land, Ohio April 2-4.

» The final presentation was
certificates of recognition to the
seven Cowboys, along with the
twomanagers, whoqualifiedfor
the state tournament for their
third-placefinish, fromtheKan-
sas State High School Activities
Association.

filmer of theyear.

Baherecapped theseason, during
noting that the last time the Cow-
boyshad threestatechampionswas
in1975. He said theteam won four
tournaments, including the North-
west Kansas L eague and the re-
gional. TheCowboyslost threedu-
als this season, but only wasto a

|eague opponent.

Bahesaidtheteam cametogether
for aunified effort. When injuries
orillnesscausedholesinthelineup,
others stepped up. The team had
great camaraderie and seniorspro-
vided plenty of leadership.

Bahe said the six seniorswill be
missed, and the team may have to

gothroughayear or two of rebuild-
ing. However, he said, thereis a
great group of wrestlers returning
next season and awonderful group
of freshman comingin.
Bahethanked school administra-
tors for their support and the pep
bandfor their enthusiasmand spirit.
Healso thanked Ron Schilling and

Wilmer Bahe of KLOE, KKCI and
KWGB Radiofor their broadcasts.
Wilmer Bahe, Randy’s father, re-
ceivedtheMediaof theYear award
fromtheKansasWrestling Coaches
Association.

Assistant coaches Ponch Avelar
and Travis Palmgren thanked the
parents and other supporters for

their help.

Doug Hall, president of the
Goodland EnthusiastsClub, talkeg
briefly about what theclub doesand
encouraged the parentsof all wres-
tlerstojoin. Hall especially thankeo
Kevin and Mary Zimmerman for
their help. Zimmerman, in turn,
thanked Hall and hiswife, April,, for
all havedonefor the club and gave
them a gift asatoken of the club’s
appreciation..

TheclubalsogaveagifttoLinds
Saint for operating the concession
stand during home duals and tour-
naments. The club gave an “an-
nouncer of the year” award to
Schilling and Wilmer Bahe.

After al thespeakersweredone,
Baherecognizedthewrestler cheer-
leaders and their sponsor, Sabring
Erhart, giving each arose.

Next came the presentation of
plaqueshonoringthewrestler withthe
most falls, with the most takedowns,
most improved and most inspira-
tional, at both the varsity and junior
varsity level, asvoted onby theteam.

The banquet concluded with
words from each of the seniors on
what the season meant to them.
They spoke of the good times they
had this season and thanked the
coachesfor their guidance, and the
parentsand fansfor their support.

Two Goodland wrestlers head to national tourney

Goodland High School will send
two of itsstate championwrestlers
to the 15th annual National High
School Senior Wrestling Champi-
onshipsin Cleveland onApril 2-4.

Seniors Jordan Bedore and
Blayze Bahe won their weight
classesat the Class4A state cham-
pionship in Wichita last month.
Bedore, this year’'s heavyweight
champion, wonthestatetitleat 215
pounds in 2002 and 2003. He fin-
ished the season 31-0 with 20 pins.

Bahewonthestateat 119 pounds.

He pinned 24 of his -
opponents while
buildinga35-1record F 1
this season. His one
loss was a 9-7 deci-
siontoAbilene’ sTan-
ner Dawson at the |
Bobcat Classic on

A

The tournament, at
thePublicHall Conven-
tion Center in down-
town Cleveland, is
sponsored by the Na-
tional High School
Coaches Association.
Bob Ferraro, the assoc-

N

Jan. 16. Bahe won
bothrematchessince,
beating Dawson by major decision
15-7 attheregional tournament and
pinning him during the second pe-
riod inthetitlematch at state.

Blayze Bahe

Jordan Bedore

Eligible for the national tourna-
ment are seniorswho wereeither a
statechampionor runner-up during
their high school careers.

Randy Bahe

iation’sdirector, saidthe
tournament has grown
from 262 wrestlersin 1990.
Morethan800wrestlersfrom48
states are expected, including sev-
eral four-time state champions.

Therewill beat least twowrestlers
who are undefeated in their high
school careers, both with over 225
winseach. Thetotal will not be de-
termined until after competition
begins, as the tournament will ac-
cept walk-ins.

Goodland Coach Randy Bahe,
Blayze's father, will accompany
himandBedoreto Cleveland, leav-
ing Goodland on Tuesday, March
30.

ThisisCoach Bahe'ssecondtrip
tothenational tournament. Hesaid

he knows of at least 27 wrestlers
from Kansas will be there, includ-
ing Tony Lewis and Joey Ortiz of
Ulysses, and Brett K eck of Decatur
Community High School of Ober-
lin. Hoxiewill sendthreewrestlers,
Matt Gilliland, and brothers Jason
and Matt Shippers.

The national tournament began
keeping state team scoresin 1993
withtwo-timedefending champion
Ohiowinning thetitle seventimes,
Californiathreetimes, and Minne-

sotaonce.
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER
FORD-MERCURY, INC.
222 W. Hwy. 24
1-70 BusinEss Loopr
GoobLanD, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316
(Fax) 785-899-2317

1118 Main Street
Goodland, Kan. 67735
Phone: 785-890-6900
Fax: 785-890-6902

School calendar for March 17 - March 23

Wednesday - “Black Day”’; City/County recreation in the fieldhouse and junior high gym
7:30 p.m.; make up State Assessments.
Thursday - “Gold Day”; Seminar - DECA and FCS; Make up State Assessments; end of
third nine weeks; MORP Dance high school gym 9 pm to midnight.

Friday - “Black Day”’; No school; Teacher inservice and workday; American Field Service
State Roundup in Manhattan; Kansas Kids wrestling at fieldhouse.

Saturday - American Field Service State Roundup in Manhattan; Kansas Kids wrestling at

fieldhouse.

Sunday - American Field Service State Roundup in Manhattan; Kansas Kids wrestling at

fieldhouse.

Monday -No school, spring break; Board of Education meeting at the Administration

building 7 p.m.

Tuesday - No school, spring break.

Lonny5Qyali

LONNY’S QUALITY
AUTO BODY INC.

1933 Caldwell
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-6311

AAAA
TALO JOMME

A WHOLE LOT OF MEXICAN.

2304 Commerce Rd
Goodland, Kan.
899-3733

S&T Communications
L.L.C. wishes all
Students Success!
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1318 Main
Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 890-7400
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AMERICAN FAMILY
“TnsuRancE B
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ChandralL. Ruhs Agency
1002 Main Street, Suite 202

Goodland, KS 67735

Office 785-890-7337

E-Mail cruhs@amfam.com
©1997 American Family Mutual Insurance Company
and its Subsidiaries
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783
www.amfam.com

]

Goodland Sinclair
2320 Commerce Road
Goodland, Kan. 67735

785-890-6855
Open 7 days, Auto repair, 24 hour
towing, after hours cell 785-821-1509

Truck & Tractor
Repair L.L.C.

714 E. Hwy. 24
P.O. Box 751
Goodland, Kan. 67735
785-899-2401
785-899-2217

If you’ve cussed it or kicked it,
call us & let the Boys fix it.

1016 Main
Goodland, KS 67735

899-3911
Hours: 11a.m.- 8 p.m. Monday-Saturday

Everything For a Picnic but the ants.

SINCE 1934

Hwy 24
Goodland, Kansas
(785) 899-2592
1-800-242-6939




