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from our viewpoint...

Bare breast creates stir:
we’re missing the point

Such astir onemiddle-aged woman’sbreast can cause.

for indecency.
Federal Communications Commission chair Michael

radiojocks.
Acrossthe country, people howl and wail.

lionsof Americanswerewatching thepathetic Super Bowl
halftime show, not much mention would have been made.

seeon aSunday trip to the beach.

Nudity has become a staple on cutting-edge television,
ing?
gency?

one.

mind.

asyou don’t show any skinontelevision?

staysthere.

week?
Why isal thisviolence OK?

Maybe blood sellseven better than sex.
Comparethetwo, and decidewhichismore harmful.
Wifebeating, or skin?

Murder as entertainment, or Bubbathe L ove Sponge?

hunger, wherewomen are abused in country after country,
have?
After the outcry thisyear, arepeat isunlikely at any fu-

ture Super Bow! halftime.

weface?—Steve Haynes.

Congresswantsan investigation, new laws, stiffer fines
Powell wantsnew rules, slapsheavy finesonfoul-mouthed
OK, itwastastel essand tacky. If not for thefact that mil-
Itwasn't, after all, awholelot morethanthefamily would
on cable but also on network drama. Just because NY PD
Blueairslater, do your really think the kids aren’t watch-
It probably wasn’t such agoodidea, but anational emer-
Thecountry hasgreater problems. Domesticviolence, for
Itwasthreeweeksafter the Janet Jackson flap beforeany-
oneeven mentioned that thesong and danceroutinesheand
Justin Timberlake were doing bordered on abuse. Hewas
singing about tearing her clothesoff, and no oneseemedto
S0, isit OK totalk about roughingyour womanup, aslong
Domestic violenceisamajor problem, though much of
society still tendstolook theother way. Domestic casesof -
ten are not reported publicly and far too often, no charges
arefiled. There'sstill afeeling that what peopledo at home
Issex on the air aproblem? The feds levied huge fines
against adisc jockey who calls himself “Bubbathe Love
Sponge” |ast week. Wehaven't heard hisprogram, but how

doesit compare to the dozens of people shot and killed by
cops, bad guysand good guysduringtheaveragetelevision

Why dovideogameproducerspander toour violent side?

In aworld where children die every day of disease and

wherecheating amountsto busi nessethicsandlying passes
for statesmanship, is alittle skin the biggest problem we

Butisanyonegetting worked up about thereal problems
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| don’t know about you, but | liketo read.
It'sagood thing that | do because my job
requiresalot of it.

I’man*“underliner” or “ highlighter” when|
study; | guessit’seasier to concentratewhen |
haveamarker inmy hand.

However, to go to sleep at night, | read fun
books— onesthat makemerelax somy brain
will turn off and my eyeswill close. Occasion-
ally though, even those books make mesit up
and mark passagesthat | particularly like.

Herearesomewonderful descriptions| wish
| had written:

1) Describinganupstairsapartment: “ Third-
floor wheeze-up” (Motor City Blueby Loren
D. Estleman).

2) “Amanda...made a left turn in her
mother’scollegecar, a1962baby blue(thekind
of blueyoudon’t seeon carsanymore, it being
tooinnocent for thetimes) Ford Falcon” (Gigi
LevangieGrazerinRescueMe). [My husband
bought abrand new, baby blue 1952 Chevrolet
when we were young and dating. We kept it
until we were transferred by the Air Forceto
Englandin 1964.]

3) Death was described as a “long home”

.

I’m a ‘underliner, highlig
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(Joy Davidson in Smoke on the Mountain).
[That’sacomforting thought, isn'tit?]
4)“Thenat last| wouldknow everything she
told mewas false. Now she forces meto sift
through her stories, hopingtheliesdipthrough
my fingersandthetruth remainsinmy hands’
(The Runaway Quilt by Jennifer Chiaverini).

5) “If wearefussing, wearenot fishing ....
Our job is not to throw rocks, but to throw
ropes’ (Jerry Pereira, president of the Baptist
State Convention of North Carolina). [That
last part would make a great motto for a
church!]

6) “Helovedtheshort walk tothebarn over
the crackling gravel road in the warm spring
morningwiththestarswhiteandblueandyel -
lowinthesky likeabow! of delirium...” (Fred
Chappell in Brighten the Corner Where You
Are).

hter’ when | read

7) “(Her) father...was a man of decorum,
which meanshewasmorelikely to spread his
hostility with abutter knife than abutcher’s’
(Richard Paul Evansin The L ocket).

8) “Itisfolly, | suspect, to commence each
morning with aletter tomy lost love and con-
cludeitwithmy diary, thereby bleeding at both
ends of the day” (Richard Paul Evansin The
Locket).

9)“I'll beetf'ratater” (Jan Karonin Shep-
herdsAbiding).

10) Saidinpleasureat seeing hisloved one:
“Your eyelashes are going up and down, and
little stars are coming out of you” (Jan Karon
in ShepherdsAbiding).

Aren’'tthosegreat?

It givesme pleasureto know | can appreci-
ate descriptive writing— evenif | can't doiit
very often.

Andsincethisistheweek weall eat corned
beef and cabbage and claim to be Irish, I'll
closewithanIrish blessing:

“May your past beapl easant memory, Your
future filled with delight and mystery, Your
now agloriousmoment, Thatfillsyour lifewith
deep contentment.”

There Is glamour In generating electricity

There are three essential components of a
good electrical system. Thefirstisagood re-
liablegenerator, thesecondisagoodtransmis-
sionlinethat movestheed ectricity toyour com-
munity andthethirdisthesmaller distribution
linestolocal businesses, farmsand homes.

The"“glamourous’ part of the systemisthe
generators. | don’tcarewhetheritisthenuclear
reactor at Wolf Creek, the coal-fire plant at
Holcomb, thehydroel ectricplant at Lawrence,
gas and diesel municipal power plants or the
wind generatorsat Montezuma, thereisacer-
tain majesty observing these marvelous ma-
chines. | haveawaysenjoyed thesoundsand
smells, watchingthegaugesand every visible
moving part at the Oakley Power Plant.

A coupleof yearsago, | spent an afternoon
attheBowersox Power PlantinLawrence. The
water current turnstheturbinesat 109 revolu-
tionsper minuteand it wasfascinatingwatch-
ing technology that is centuries old still sup-
ply power for theelectric grid.

Several times| havevisited theM ontezuma
wind farm and marvel at these massive wind
machines; thetowersare 208 feet tall and the
three blades of each turbine are each over 70
feet long. | amtold the latest technology isat
least 50 percent larger.

Theignored crucial component of aviable
electric delivery system is the transmission
lines. Thesearethelargeelectriclinesthat go
fromtown to town. The support towersare so
ugly that no one wants them to destroy their
view of aKansas sunrise or sunset, and they
areanuisanceto farm around.

Historically, transmission lines were con-
structed by autility operating asan integrated
monopoly that owned the generator and held
a franchise to serve the businesses and resi-
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dentsof aspecificservicearea. Becauseof the
monopoly status, rateswereset by theKansas
Corporation Commission and the utility had
anopportunity to earn about 12 percent ayear
onitsinvestment.

Eventually transmission lines intercon-
nected with other utilities so that they could
supply each other with electricity during
planned maintenance and repairs of the gen-
erationsystem. Intime, becausethetransmis-
sion lines connected generation between
states, the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission became responsible for determining
the rates that could be charged for using the
transmissionlines.

Newly constructed generationislikely now
tobebuilt by acompany thatisnot autility but
hasnegotiated|ong-term contractswith autil -
ity tosupply electricity. Sunflower Electricat
Holcombisconsideringasecond plant, but the
cooperative would be the operator and prob-
ably not theowner.

The wind generators at Montezuma are
owned by acompany in Florida but the elec-
tricity ismarketed by thecompany that serves
theDodgeCity and Liberal area. Beforemore
windgenerationcanbeconstructedin K ansas,
we have to have more transmission lines to
carry the electricity to market and the crucial
guestionbecomes: How doweencouragecon-
struction of moreelectric transmission lines?

For afew years, the discussions centered

around two ideas; either the ownership of the
transmission lines should be separated from
generation and companies would be formec
that would own, operate, and maintaintheel ec-
trictransmission systemwithratesestablished
by federal commission; or utility companies
would own the transmission lines but they
would be operated by acompany established
jus for thispurpose.

Thelegisatureisconsidering allowing mu-
nicipalities and utilitiesto use Kansas Devel-
opment FinanceAuthority bondingwhen con-
structing transmission lines, to allow accel er-
ated depreciation cost recovery andto allow &
greater return on their investment.

Talks are going on for another north-south
line along the east edge of my district to con-
nect to major transmission lines in Nebraske
and Oklahoma. Thiswill relievecongestionon
current linesand open opportunitiesfor further
development of wind generation. A 21 mile
transmissionlinewill bebuilt thissummer for
the City of Kingman, utilizing al uminum con-
ductor coretechnology. Thisisanew high-tem:-
perature, low-sag cablethat issimple, cost-ef-
fective and rapidly deployable. It can deliver
up to twice as much power as conventional
transmission cablesof identical size.

| amlooking forwardto atimewhenwe can
harness more of our wind, solar and other re-
newableresourcesto meet our nation’senergy
needs.

Pleasefeel freeto contact meonthisor any
issue. | canbereached bywritingto Sen. Stan
Clark, State Capitol, Room 449-N, Topeka,
Kan. 66612; by calling (800) 432-3924 or
(785) 296-7399; by fax at (801) 457-9064; or
by e-mail at sclark@ink.org.
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