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By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Gerry and LindaFranklin, of Ed-
son, are one of six couples named
KansasMaster Farmersand M aster
Farm Homemakers for 2003 by
Kansas State University Research
and Extension, andwill behonored
tonight at abanquet in Manhattan.

Thecouplesarebeingrecognized
for their contributions to agricul-
ture, the environment and their
community. The couples were
nominated by thevariousExtension
councilsanddistricts. A committee
sel ectsone couplefrom each of the
four Extension areas and two oth-
ersat large.

The Franklins manage about
4,500 acres of farm land about six
miles southeast of Goodland near
Edson where they grow wheat,
grain sorghum, corn and sunflow-
ers. From 1986 to 1999 they fed
cattle for market on their land, but
stopped to focus more on growing
corn. The Franklins said they are
considering getting back into
cattle.

The Franklins were named the
10th District Farm Family of the
Year in 2001 by the Kansas Farm
Bureau. Linda's parents, Harlan
and FredaHouse, werenamed Kan-
sas Master Farmers and Master
Farm Homemakersin 1983.

One of thereasonsthe Franklins
were nominated was their farm
management practices that have
resulted in farming methods that
save time and money, and con-
servestheenvironment at the same
time. Some of thethingsthey have
done is convert to ridge tillage
whichincreased cropyieldsand cut

—

Linda and Gerald Frankllin are one of six couples in Kansas who
are being honored as Master Farmers and Master Farm Home-
makers during National Ag Week, and ata special banquet tonight

in Manhattan.

theamount of water usedandinstall
alow energy precision application
sprinkler nozzle system that in-

creased efficiency and also curbed
water use.
The Franklins made atwo-year

AgWeek, March 16-20
National Ag Day,
Saturday, March 20

ATTENTION IRRIGATORS

Don’t let high energy and fertilizer
costs drain your bank account!

Plant Confection Su nflo%

eLow inputs

eHigh returns

Sigco Sun Products

Call Now/!
Mike Bretz
Crop Production Director
785-899-5607 or 1-800-742-9259

SUN PRODUCTS
a SunOpta Company

&

1995 John Deere 535 $12,500

1989 Hesston 560 $6,000

1999 New Holland 688 $19,500

Pre-Season Used Round Baler

SALE

On the lot

= 2002 New Holland 688, $24,000, St. Francis
« 2001 New Holland 688, $16,900, Goodland
« 2001 New Holland 688, $21,900, Imperial
« 1999 New Holland 688, $16,900, Goodland
« 1997 New Holland 664, $11,800, Imperial
« 1997 New Holland 664, $10,500, Goodland

« 1995 New Holland 660, $12,500, St. Francis
= 1995 New Holland 660, $11,800, Imperial
= 1992 New Holland 660, $7,500, Goodland
* 1990 New Holland 855, $1,500, St. Francis
* 1990 New Holland 855, $1,500, St. Francis
= 1989 New Holland 855, $4,000, Imperial

« 1989 New Holland 855, $3,500, St. Francis
= 1988 New Holland 855, $3,000, Imperial

« 1983 New Holland 855, $1,500, St. Francis
= 1980 New Holland 851, $800, St. Francis

« 2001 John Deere 567, $18,900, Goodland
* 1994 Hesston 565A, $10,500, Goodland

= 1992 John Deere 535, $10,900, Imperial

« 1992 Hesston 565T, $8,950, Imperial

committment to farming in 1981,
after several years of returning
home to help with the harvest.
Gerry, who previously was the di-
rector of special education for the
Hutchinson school district, said he
would find himself sitting at his
desk wondering what was happen-
ing onthefarm.

Hesaid althoughfarmingishard
work, it wasan opportunity towork
for themselves, and to raise their
childrenonafarmwherethey could
be close to family. Now, 23 years
later, the Franklins are recognized
leadersin agriculturein northwest
Kansas.

The Franklins are charter mem-
bersof the21st Century Alliance, a
farmer-owned cooperative enter-
prise formed to develop agricul-
ture-based businessventures. They
areal soparticipatinginathree-year
pilot program for irrigation water
management.

Gerry said they use genetics tc
helpwithcroprotation. Hesaid they
planted Clearfield wheat to help
with agrass problem in their win-
ter wheat fiel ds, used certified seec
to protect against Karnal bunt anc
used Round-Up Ready soybeans
andcorninfieldwhereweedsaree
problem.

Franklinserved onthe Goodlanc
school board for eight years, serv-
ing two 4-year terms, from 1993 to
2001.

“It'sredlly critical that wehavez
good school system,” he said. “I
think everyone should care about
good schools.”

The Franklins have three chil-
dren: Kyle, Sarah and Timothy.
Kyle and Sarah both graduated
from Kansas State, as did their
mother. Timothy isajunior there
studying milling science and man-
agement. Gerry earned hisPh.D at
Kansas State.
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Performance. Period. &

Only one thing matters in the field.
VALLEY

723 W. Hwy. 24 + Goodland, Kan.
(785) 899-5628 or 1-800-798-5628

ﬂ@gggFMKKGI KWGB

Best of the 70s, 80s, & 90s

KLOE 730..

Full Service Radio

Full Service Ag News
and Programming.
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785-899-6565

YOST FARM SUPPLY sz

NEWHOLLAND

ST. FRANCIS, KAN. - GOODLAND, KAN. - IMPERIAL, NEB.
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