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When students from the Goodland High School and Marlborough
(Mass) High School AFS clubs had a social in Goodland on Satur-
day, they played agame called, “Honey, | love you, won'tyou please
smile.” Brittney Kane and Meghan Condry, Marlborough students,
found that it's not easy to avoid smiling while saying that. When
Alicia Felver changed the phrase to “Brother, | love you. . .” for her
brother Josef Felver, they were both smiling, and Kali Rietcheck

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Twelve Massachusetts high
school studentslearned about farm-
ing, ranching and small-town
friendliness last weekend as the
Goodland High School AFS club
hosted a short-term exchange.

And 12 northwest Kansas stu-
dentswill soongetalook at bigcity
lifein M assachusetts. TheAFSclub
at Marlborough, Mass., High
School, west of Boston, was |0ok-
ing for aschool to do an exchange
with; the only criteriabeing that it
hadtobedifferent fromwherethey
were.

JessFarrell, oneof theclub’sof-
ficers, said she and the other offic-
ers were looking at a map and
thought Kansas looked like it was
different. Theclub called Goodland

High School to try to set up an ex-
change and were welcomed with
openarms.

“No one ever wants to come
here,” Goodland AFS Sponsor
Mary Porterfield said.

The Massachusetts students, all
girls, said they were excited about
the trip, and Kansas didn’t disap-
point. Much was different, and the
city students had a ball learning
about those things.

“Thecamerasaregettingawork-
out,” Marlborough AFS Sponsor
Roberta Collins said. “ Everything
isaKodak moment, for all 13 cam-
eras.”

Shesaidthestudentshadto have
their picturestakenwiththetornado
shelter signs. And they werefasci-
nated with tumbleweeds, lovedthe
baby animalsand quickly embraced

small-town friendliness.

“Everyoneherewaves,” thegirls
said, “sowejust wave back.”

Andthey saidthey toldeveryone
back home that Goodland threw a
parade for them. They said school
let out while they were at Mueller
Grain Friday afternoon, and a
wholelineof carsdroveby, theoc-
cupantswaving at them.

The students were amazed that
everyone in Goodland knows ev-
eryone else and that everyone im-
mediately knew who they were.

“There are 2,000 students (at
Marlborough High),” Collinssaid;
“your whole school is like one of
our grades.”

When the Goodland students go
toMarlborough, Collinssaid, they
will gettofight their way througha
crowded hall withkidscarryingall

their books in backpacks. The
school isso big, she said, they just
carry al their bookswith them.

Besidesvisiting thegrain eleva-
tor, the students went to Ken and
Laurie Klemm’s buffalo farm,
Sigco Sunflower Seed Plant, T-
Bone Feedlot, Bill and Diane
Gattshall’s farm, Connie and Tim
Livengood's feedlot and farm,
Chuck and Janet Thomas's farm
and theKidder Massacresite.

The Massachusetts students
raved about thebaby animalsonthe
farmsthey visited. A baby calf had
just been born before they went to
Gattshall’sfarm, andthey got tosee
itgettoitsfeet. They alsoheld pup-
pies, fed the horses and gathered
eggs. The students were surprised
the eggs were still warm, Collins

was laughing, before Alicia even started.
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Massachusetts students visit Kansas farms

Andthey foundthebaby animals
adorable. Collins said she had to
check the students’ pocketsbefore
they left thefarms.

Besidesthepuppiesandcalvesat
theGattshall farm, thestudentsheld
lambsat theThomasfarm. They just
passed the lambs from one student
to another the whole time, Collins
said.

“The animals were so wicked
cute,” Farrell said.

TheMassachusettsstudentsal so
enjoyed the warm weather, a club
social that included apifiatawithsix
poundsof candy and the X -Pressos,
who serenaded M assachusetts stu-
dent MonicaHammett.

Theshow choirinMassachusetts
doesmorewith top hatsand canes,
Collins said; the X-Pressos are
morecontemporary. The X -Pressos

\WWoman sues claiming sexual harassment

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

A former student is suing the
Northwest Kansas Technical Col-
lege, its president and two of its
teachers saying she was sexually
harassed and di scriminated against.

Jan Johnson of San Antonio,
Texas, issuingthecollege, Kenneth
Clouse as the president and as an
individual and instructors Ed
Loflandand Bill Lacy andisasking
for $105,000. Her case was re-
movedtoafederal courtinWichita
inJanuary under U.S. TitleIX.

Johnsonwasastudent at the col -
legefromFeb. 1,2002, until Jan. 30,
2003, inthe Communi cations Net-
work Technology program.

She said, through her attorney
Kevin Berens, in a petition in the
Sherman County District Court
filesthat the collegedid not uphold
the claims made in its handbook
with regard to what is considered
sexual harassment, with regard to
handling complaints of sexual ha-
rassment andwithregardtohelping
studentsfind jobs.

Shesaid shesuffered severeemo-
tional distressasaresult of thein-
action by the defendantsto correct
theinappropriatebehavior by male
studentsin her classroom and that
she became depressed, angry and
became unabl e to cope effectively
with other males she camein con-
tact with outside of the classroom.

Johnson said she had to quit her
jobat alocal bar andlost wagesasa
result of theemotional distressand
that her social life was diminished
and she becamereclusive.

Her petition said the defendants
allowed sexual harassment to take
placeintheclassroomtotheextent
that it was severe, pervasive and
offensive enough to be considered
sexual discrimination.

Johnson said the college acted
with deliberate indifference to the
situation in that the classroom
teachers, Lofland and Lacy, failed
tocorrect suchbehavior or failedto
follow the procedures for sexual
harassment or for students’ misuse
of collegetechnology assetforthin
the student handbook.

Among the statements Johnson
quoted from the handbook in the
petition arethat college equi pment
would not beallowedtobeusedfor
“downloading, viewing, transmit-
ting and/or processing porno-
graphic, X-rated, profane, sexually
explicit or racially offensivemate-
rial.”

Thepetitional so quotesthehand-
book as saying there is an “assur-
ance of non-retaliation” for any
complainant of sexual harassment.

Johnson said the college and
Clouseacted with deliberateindif-
ference to the situation and that
Clousefailed toinvestigate or cor-
rect the problem in the classroom
even though hewasinformed of it.

She said in the petition that
L ofland gaveher abad referencein
retaliation to her complaint about

inappropriate behavior of students
inhisclass.

It's pending negotiations right
now, Clousesaid; there’snothingto
talk about. The insurance compa-
niesand attorneyswill haveto deal
with that, he said.

The petition asks the court find
that thecollegeviolatedtheK ansas
Consumer Protection Act in that it
misrepresented its sexual harass-
ment policies, its post graduate
placement services and its policy
against retaliation for reporting
sexual harassment; that the court
award Johnson $10,000 for each
violationfor atotal of $30,000; that
the court find that the college,
Clouse, Lofland and Lacy acted in
anextremeand outrageous manner
which recklessly caused Johnson
severe emotional distress; that the
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areknownas*"thedancingboys’ tc
theMarlborough students, shesaid.

Theonly thing they didn’t enjoy
were the distinctive feedlot odors.
The students talked to someone
back homeFriday, Collinssaid, and
itwassnowingthere. They bragged
about the warm weather here, she
said, but then saidthey weresmelly
fromvisiting thefeedlot.

The students kept ajournal dur-
ingthetrip, and oneof theGoodland
AFS sponsors, Elaine Felver, said
the Kansas students will probably
takeit with them to Massachusetts
and addtoit.

Twelve Kansas students, nine
from Goodland High School anc
three foreign exchange students,
will make the trip at the end of
March. The exchange students are
at the high schools in Sharon
Springs, Colby and Norton. Felver
will bethe sponsor onthetrip.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair andfactual. Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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