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from our viewpoint...

Fighting terrorism
not about a man

Reportsindicate, as of thiswriting, they are closingin on
OsamabinLaden’sNo. 2 man.

Great! But most of usstill think without the capture of No.
1, we're no closer to satisfaction in thisfight with terrorists.
Number 2 in anything is simply that: No. 2. The runner-up.
The messenger.

With the pending capture— and that, asof thiswritingwas
not aguarantee— terrorismwill continue. Evenafter thecap-
tureof Osamahimsdlf, that’ Il bethepattern Therewill always
be pockets of bullieswho will continue to function, regard-
lessof whoisperched at thetop of theladder.

We're just making too much out of the capture of amortal
being.

SaddamHussein’sinjail. And cometothink of it, whenwas
the last time you heard his name mentioned? But car bomb-
ings and bloodshed and murdering continue. With Irag's
former No. 1 behind bars, there hasn’t been adeclinein the
activity associated with terrorism If anything, it’s getting
Worse.

Beforewebegintooting our hornsand blowing our whistles
and shooting off our fireworksand cheer and cel ebrate, keep
in mind the daily reports of American military peoplelosing
their livesinlrag.

That should be our focus.

We put too much emphasis on the faces of enemy hierar-
chy, and not enough emphasis on the faces of those wearing
theuniformof theUnited Statesmilitary fightingthewar. They
arebogged downinawar that almost looks endless.

President Bush has cautioned us that the war on terrorism
will beaglobal fight, and it will go on for along, long time.
He'sright.

Let’s not make more out of the potential capture of a
scumbag than need be. There'll be more scum to bag aswe
march on.—Tom (TD) Dreiling
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“Lisbening to his master's voice...
whebher he 1ies ib oF not” H

It must be getting close to rattlesnake season

Didyou know that Kansashasarattlesnake
season?

| dwaysfigured that it was open season on
thelittle buzzers anytime you saw one.

Now, | realy like snakes. | had abull snake
as apet when | was younger. But, |’ ve never
been fond of crittersthat are meaner than me,
with perhapstheexception of thecats. Cats, no
matter how obnoxious, are not poisonous.

So standing at the counter in the county
clerk’soffice, | wassurprisedtoseeabrochure
entitled “2004 Western Prairie Rattlesnake
Crotalusviridisapplicationand Season Infor-
mation”

It wasn't avery fancy brochure. It wasan 8
1/2-inch-by-11-inch piece of goldenrod-col-
ored notepaper that had beentri-foldedtogive
yousix sidestolook at. Itwasn'treally printed,
just badly copied.

Thecover had the nameof the brochureand
apictureof acoiled snakel assumewasawest-
ernprairierattler.

Under the caption in small |etters was the
information that commercial prairie rattle-
snake harvest permitsand commercial dealer
permitsexpire on December 31, 2004. Below
that wasthe usual equal opportunity notice.

On the same side of the sheet, the next two
foldshadinformation for commercial harvest
and commercial dealer.

Inacommercial harvest, prairierattlesnakes

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

lessthan 18incheslong canbepossessed only
during special events and then have to be let
go unharmed and unrestrained.

“Prairierattlesnakesor their partsmay only
besoldduringacommercia prairierattlesnake
specia eventtoapersonlegally authorized to
purchase prairie rattlesnakes,” the brochure
says.“ A bill of saleshall accompany eachsale
of prairierattlesnakesor their parts.”

Now, if you want to purchase rattlesnakes
ortheir partsfor resaleor export out of thestate,
you haveto have adeal er permit.

Dealers may not have snakes under 18
inches. It’snicetoknow they protect thechil-
dren.

Theother side of the brochure sheet hasthe
commercial harvest permitapplication. It costs
$6 if you have a Kansas hunting license and
$21if youdon't.

No matter whether you have a hunting li-
cense or not, you need alot of nerve, a cool
head and alittlebit of stupidity to apply.

Thenext fold hasinformation ontheannual
Sharon Springs Rattlesnake Roundup and the

last fold an application form for commercia
dedlers.

Acommercial dealer’ spermit costs$51 and
if you'resmart, you'll only buy dead snakes.

| was most interested in the Rattlesnake
Roundup, which | have heard of but never at-
tended. Apparently, Sharon Springsistheonly
towninthestatethat had thebright ideato capi-
talizeonsomethingyounormally couldn’tgive
away.
| wonder why noonee sehasthought of this?
Ohyeah, seeabove.

Morbid curiosity kept megoing.

Thebaglimitonwesternprairierattlesnakes
is 10 per day with a possession limit of 20.
That'salot of rattles.

Snakesmay only betakenby hand, by noose,
by snake hook, tong or fork or other methods
approved by the Department of Wildlife and
Parks.

| guessashotgunisn’'tonthe” other approved
methods” list. Nor is garden hoe, my
grandmother’s favorite weapon against
snakes. When she was done, they were all
“parts.”

While I’'m making fun of this, my friends
whohavebeentotheroundupsay it'sreally lots
of fun.

Festival datesareFriday and Saturday, May
7-8thisyear.

Slither on down.

Few visit American cemetery In Carthage

Americansoff thecruiseshipsroundingthe
Mediterranean traipse through the American
cemetery in Carthage, but not many.

Only afew hundred Americans ayear see
thislost corner of our country’shistory, tucked
away inthehillsof northeast Tunisia.

Herelietheremainsof 2,840 American ser-
vicemen—andwomen—whogavetheir lives
inthe North African campaign. Those buried
here represent nearly all the American dead
fromthefirst great sweep againsttheNazi war
machine.

Theremainsweregathered fromtemporary
burial sitesacrossAfricaand, curiously, from
Iran, whereAmericansranasupply lineupinto
the south end of the Soviet Union.

The cemetery was built in 1948 to consoli-
date these temporary sites and hold all the
American war dead from North Africa— at
|east those who were not shipped home.

Thepathshbisectingtheneat lawn of thecem-
etery arequiet. A couplestrolling through the
ranks of white marble crosses, broken only
occasionally by a Star of David, are not hur-
ried or bothered by other visitors. There are
nonethisday.

MikeGreen, theretired M arinesergeantwho
runsthecemetery, warnsphotographersnot to
takepicturesof headstones showing names of
the dead. Peopledon’t likethat, he says.

Hair close-cropped and slightly graying,
Greenleadsvisiting editorstothetiny chapel,
thenoutsidetothetomb of anunknownAmeri-
can serviceman. They offer asmall, brief trib-
uteto thefallen, and Taps sounds.

steve
haynes

® along the sappa

Along the south, above and beyond the
graves, along limestone wall is scribed with
the names of 3,725 Americanseither missing
inactionor buriedat sea: 3,095Army (includ-
ing many fliers), 615 Navy and 15 Coast
Guardsmen.

Thenamesreadlikearoll of thestates. Most
of them likely never imagined their only me-
morial would be in some forgotten corner of
NorthAfrica

RalphW. Long of KansasislistedasaNavy
chief commissary steward. Ruth EWarlick of
Texas was a private in the Women's Army
Corps.

Another Kansan, Stephen Surbaugh, wasa
staff sergeant in the 428th Bomb Squadron,
310th Bomb Group. Bruce F. Scheer was a
corporal in the 42nd squadron, 12th Ferry
Group, bringing planes acrosstheAtlantic.

Sidney J. Gibbs, a staff sergeant, servedin
the438th Bomb Squadron, 489th Bomb Group
(M).

Their ranksmarchdownthewall totheflag,
flying each day over thistiny piece of Ameri-
can soil, Mike Green’sreason for being.

Inside, photoscel ebratethechairmen of the
American Battle Monuments Commission.
General Pershing held the job before World

War 11, and Gen. Mark Clark led the agency
after thewar. President Ei senhower, who com-
manded the Allied invasion of Morocco anc
Algeriaand led the expedition to free Tunis,
came back to dedicate the cemetery.

There will never be another. Americans nc
longer leave their dead in shallow graves or
bury them on foreign soil. Victims of war are
flown homefor interment, at homeor inaNa-
tional Cemetery on U.S. soil.

Withmodernscience, therelikely will never
be another American soldier buried under ¢
white marble cross, marked “Known but to
God.”

Mike Green does not care. He tends to his
2,840 charges and shepherds the occasional
Americanvisitor through hispride. He knows
what pricethesesoldierspaid. Heonly wishes
more of uswould cometo see.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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