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from our viewpoint...

First anniversary
of Bush's War

takedown Saddam Hussein.

There were demonstrations around the country that day,
with peopl e protesting thecontinued military involvement,
but there al so was some show of support for our troops.

took longer than thefirst predictions.
lieutenants.
machine.

the population rather than destroy it.
over, the population seemed to be happy we were there.
cidebombings.

major battlestotakethecountry. Despitethecaptureof Sad-
dam and many of hisfollowers, the attacks continue.
Effortstohelpthelragi peopledeveloptheir new govern-
ment have been slow, but it takestime to create a new na-
tion out of the chaos of the many years of totalitarian rule.

an occupying forcerather than theliberatorsin the eyes of
many lragis.

lack of weapons of mass destruction — but the new gov-
American deaths mount.
groundinlragissolid and unwavering.

leavethelragi peoplein good shapeto handletheir contin-
ued devel opment asanew democracy. — Tom Betz

L ast week wastheanniversary of theinvasion of Iragand
thebeginning of the" shortwar” toliberatethat country and

Whenthewar began, therewerepredictionsitwouldtake
just amatter of weekstowin. However, wewerenot ableto
makeit atwo-front war by going inthrough Turkey, and it

Therewasno doubt fromthebeginningtheAmericanand
Britishforceswould prevail. Thequestionwaswhether they
could destroy Saddam’sarmy and capture him and histop

Wefound many of the people pleased to seetheir libera-
tors, similar to what was seenin the streets of Europewhen
thealliesfreedthecountriesfromthefist of theGermanwar

Our lossesintheactual war wereminimal, and our use of
advancedtechnol ogy reduced thenumber of civilianskilled
in battle. These are good things, as we wanted to preserve

As expected, the first few weeks after the fighting was
However, ittook longer than expectedtolocateand capture
Saddam, and hewas ableto organi zeresi stance which sur-
faced as random attacks on our troops and a string of sui-

The attacks have continued and more American troops
have been killed in this phase of the campaign than in the

Asitissaid“Romewasnotbuiltinaday.” Progressisbeing
made, but asthemonthsmarch on, wefacetheroleof being

Weare ontheedgeof aconundrumwhichisthat wehave
accomplished thebasic goalsof theinvasion— despitethe

ernment is not secure enough for usto extricate ourselves
from the occupying role. So the attacks continue and the

Whether therational for theoriginal invasionwascorrect
or not, we are committed. Our support of our troopson the

We pray that aswe enter the second year, it will proveto
be the last, and we can bring our people home safely and
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| don’t know about you, but wherel live,it's
spring!

Lifeisshooting forth from the cold ground
and buds are sprouting on seemingly dead
branches.

Theforsythiaisinbloom. Daffodilsand tu-
lips have persevered and are spreading their
colorsjoyously.

I’'m alwaysamazed — and grateful.

| solook forward to the end of winter.

| supposethat’spart of getting older. | never
noticed the restrictions of winter when | was
young. Now | enjoy putting away all thewool-
ens, especially heavy coats, leaving thehouse
withjust alight sweater and not being hit with
ablast from Old Man Winter.

Beforeweknow it, Easter will becelebrated.
Children will go on egg hunts without being
told the bigger story chicksand bunnieshave
cometoreplace. Familieswill buy new clothes
without realizing thetradition isconnected to
putting on new life after the exampl e of Jesus
Christ.

Itdoesn’thelptobe* preachy.” Peoplewill

Storm spotti

Last Wednesday | went to the National
Guardarmory for thebasicstormspottingclass
and was surprised by the number of people of
all ageswho werealso there, about 30.

There we were introduced to David Floyd
warning coordination meteorol ogist with the
Goodland weather office, Tim Renner of the
Sherman County Communication and Emer-
gency Management officeand Larry Boyd, a
hydro-meteorol ogical technicianinGoodland.
Curtis Duncan, of KLOE, KKCI and KWGB
Radio, wasthere as president of the Sherman
County Red Cross.

Duncan’s participation in the class, for me,
was a demonstration of cooperation among
emergency organi zationswhichincreasedthe
sense of importancefor having these classes.

Floyd served asthe primary instructor, giv-
ing us an overview of the storm-spotter pro-
gramand itsimportance, asummary of saf ety
precautions to use, reporting procedures and
whattolook for. Floyd’smethod of instruction
wasexcellent. Hewasabletocover everything
inplainlanguage, keepingthetechncial jargon
toaminimum, and hisuseof trainingai dswent
alongway inhel ping meunderstand thepoints
hewasmaking.

Theuseof dides, diagrams, charts, computer
graphicsand actual film footage al helpedin

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News welcomes | etters
from readers. L ettersshould betypewritten, and
must include a telephone number and asigna
ture. Unsigned letters will not be published.
Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or consid-
ered offensive. We reserve theright to edit | et-
ters for length and good taste. We encourage
letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
malil to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.

TheGoodland Star-Newsassumesnoliability for mistakesor omissions
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celebratespring and Easter much asthey have
inthe past.

| merely want to remind youitismorethan
new clothesand Easter eggs.

It'sthemost wonderful story that’ sever been
told. Sowonderful, peoplefind it hard to be-
lieve.

Jesus Christ lived, suffered, died and con-
guered death to show usthe power of love.

Yetwecontinuetowagewar—withour neigh-
bors, familiesand other nations. We are afraid
to be loving; someone might gain some control
over us. Sowegiveup control tofear itself.

A bigfatrobinissittingonbarrenlimbsout-
sidemy window. Heisn't afraid. He'sdoing
what God created him to do, without fear of
tomorrow.

ng class shows
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¥ stover

® asiseeit

explaining how severeweather isformed, how
itsclassified and the casualties and damageit
can cause.

Themostimportment fact to me, and some-
thing | didn’t know, was when Floyd told us
that weather radar cannot spot actual torna-
does, only theweather patternsthat they usu-
allyformin. Hesaid peopleonthegroundhave
toidentify andreport tornadoes. Thismademe
realizejust how vital storm spottersare. And,
if that wasn'’t enough, Floyd told usthat some
tornadoescanformupbeforeany kind of warn-
ing pattern appears seen on radar.

I’ve been in Kansasfor five years, most of
thetimeat Fort Hays StateUniversity. Whilel
wasin Hays, the warning siren went off only
two or threetimesfor severe weather, mostly
for thunderstorms. However, there was one
timewherethethreat of atornadowasreal and

where to write

It's springtime; Easter around the corner

Somehow it makes me sad to realize that
very few humanbeingsareasbrave(or ascon-
tent) as that robin. We aren’t doing what we
were created, and redeemed by Christ, to do,
without fear of tomorrow. If wewere, theworld
would be a better place. We could live in the
barrenness of life and believe that spring and
hopeandlovearetaking placearound us, even
if our eyescan’'t seethem.

If wetruly believe God isworking to bring
spring, why can’t wetrust God to bring spring
whenever wefind ourselvesin cold despair?

Without trials, can we really appreciate
peace?

Celebrateyour springsbut beingthankful for
God'sfaithfulness. That will makethewinters
of lifemuch more bearable.

| have compiled some of my columnsinto a
hardcover book. Itis$22if | don't haveto mail;
$24 for amailed copy; that isjust my cost, no
profit. Contact me through star-news-
@nwkansas.com or at PO Box 12, Conway
FringsKS67031ifyouwouldliketopurchase
one.

cooperation

thestorm system passedright over thecampus.

Many people, myself included, rather than
movingimmediately toshelter, went outsidetc
seewhat wasgoing on. | have never seen ator-
nado andwantedtobeabletosay that | had, but
dumb luck prevailed. Althoughwe saw al ot of
circular motion overhead, nothing came of it.

Wasthat anidiotic moveon my part? Abso-
lutely, especially sincel should of learned my
lesson when | lived in Emporia. One night, |
was wakened about 2 a.m. by the warning si-
rens. | opened my door to see what was going
ontofindthelargetreeinfront of theapartment
building onthe ground in three pieces.

| turned ontheWeather Channel andlearned
that a tornado had been spotted about seven
mileswest of thecity heading east going aboult
35milesper hour. Sol got dressed, grabbedthe
few valuables | had and headed for the base-
ment where | met up with some of my neigh-
borsand sat out the storm.

If my experience gets through to just one
person, thiscolumnwaswell worthit. Besafe!
Take a few seconds to find the safe spots
whereever you are in case of emergency. If
stromthreatens, don’t hesitate. Get tothat spot
and stay thereuntil it’sover.
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15 THAT ALL YOU'RE GOING
TO PO?
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AS LONG AS THERE 1S SPACE,
I'M GOING TO STARE OFF

INTO IT
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