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Deweysfacedfederal indictmentsforenclosing land

today in history

By Evelyn Ward
Sherman County Historical Society

March 27, 1904: More Trouble
For Deweys— Federd Indictments
at Wichita for Enclosing Govern-
ment Land — The federal grand
jury sittinginWichitalast Thursday
found threebillsagainst Chauncey
Dewey, C.P. Dewey, W.J. McBride
andW.J. Ratcliff for enclosinggov-
ernment land.

McBride and Ratcliff are em-
ployeesof the Deweys. Thetrial of
theDeweysfor fencinggovernment
land in Cheyenne county will take
place before the federal court in
Topeka on April 11. Assistant
United States Attorney McKeever
says that all of the cases will be
pushed at theearliest possibledate.

In October 1903, the federal
grand jury sitting in Leavenworth
indicted C.P. Dewey, Chauncey
Dewey, William McBride, Louis
McBrideandW.J. Ratcliff onseven
counts, charging them with of-

fenseswhich contemplatefinesand
imprisonment.

Thecasetocomeupinthefederal
courtinNovember, but asnonews-
paper report of it having been seen
by the editor of this paper, it may
have been continued. The defen-
dantsthat could befound by Frank
McGrath, deputy United States
marshal, werearrested and each put
under bond for $1,000.

Mr. Hitchcock, secretary of the
interior, in his annual report, said
about theDewey Cattlecompany in
northwest Kansas: “ Oneof themost
celebrated cases of this character
brought to the attention of the de-
partment during the past year was
that of theWest End ranchin Chey-
ennecounty, Kansas, owned by the
Dewey Cattle company, and man-
aged by Chauncey Dewey, the | at-
ter beingthesonof C.P. Dewey, said

tobetheprincipal stockholderinthe
Dewey Cattle company.

“Within the last three years, 62
milesof fencehavebeen erected by
said company intownshipsfour and
five south, ranges 35, 36, and 37
west, which, connecting 18 mil esof
fence owned by others, makesato-
tal of 80 miles.

“Thisfence enclosed an area all
told of 51,040 acresof which 3,240
acresarestatelands, 1,200 areem-
braced in eight homestead entries
and 7,440 acres are vacant public
lands subject to entry under public
land laws.

“It appears to have been the
policy of Dewey and hisagentsand
employees to gain complete and
exclusive control of al the lands
enclosed by their fences and to
adopt whatever measures were
found necessary to accomplishthat

purpose, sparing neither life nor
property.

“Their attitude toward settlers
and homesteaderswithout, aswell
aswithin, their enclosureis shown
by reports of agents of this depart-
ment and by individual complaints
to have been extremely hostile and
oppressive.

“Not only havethecropsof these
bonafidehomesteadersand settlers
been destroyed by this company’s
cattle, but the people themselves
havebeen harassed andintimidated
by threats of violence made by its
agentsand their dwellings deliber-
ately moved off their homesteads,
and a number of them have been
compelled by outlawry to abandon
their entries and seek residence
elsewhere.”

Uponinformation of thischarac-
ter reaching the government offi-
cials, action was begun against the
Deweys, andtheendisnotyet. They
have been in constant violation of

thelawsof thestateand nation, and
the settlers of northwest Kansas
hope to see the penalty so vigor-
ously enforced that the offenders
may have the consciousness that
other peoplehaverightswhichmust
berespected.

TheDeweyshavebeenacurseto
western Kansas.

March 28, 1904: DeweyActions
in Sherman County — Themethods
of theDeweysinnorthwest Kansas
have been given to the public
through official government re-
ports, but scarcely thehalf hasbeen
told.

“Many farmers in Sherman
county have been annoyed by the
overrunning of their lands by the
Dewey herds. Their stacksand feed
have been eaten and the grass on
their land devoured.

“They protestedto Dewey butin
vain. It is not too much to say that
thetactics of Chauncey Dewey, as
manager of the Dewey ranchesin

northwest Kansas, have been &
record of shameless abuses of the
lawsand customsof civilized life.

“Hiscowboystreated the protest
of the settlerswithinsolence, wore
bigrevolversstrappedtotheir sides,
andin someinstances, forced their
illegal rights by the appearance of
armament and outlawry.

March 29, 1904: The calicc
dance at the opera house on St.
Patrick’s Day was well attended,
and many of theladiesweredressec
in pretty calico costumes.

More than 40 couples partici-
patedinthedance, andthemusichby
the Goodland orchestra was pro-
nounced asexceptionally good. Dr.
Patterson of Rexford played the
cornetintheorchestra.

From weekly issues of The
Goodland News, provided by the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety. Sncethe paper was publishec
weekly, someitemswerearbitrarily
assigned adate.

Programonauthorwhowroteabout Cedar Bluffsplanned in Oberlin

A program on author Ralph
Moody isplannedfor Sunday, A pril
25, at The Gateway in Oberlin.

Moody is the author of several
books on hislife, including “The
Dry Divide” whichincludesmemo-

riesat ayoung manliving at Cedar
Bluffs, north of Oberlin.

The day’s activities, geared for
families, will begin with a chuck
wagon lunch of barbecued brisket,
chips, beveragesand peach cobbler at

11:15am.Mountain Time. Themed
will be cooked and served by Larry
Hannon of Garden City at the con-
cretedab east of The Gateway. Golf
cartswill be used for transportation
if needed. In caseof bad wesather, the

Goodland man selected as student of the year

Abel Ontiveroz, son of Abel and
Ruth Ontiveroz of
Goodland, has been se-
lected by hispeersinthe
automotive technology
department at the North-
west Kansas Technical
Collegeastheir 2004 Stu-
dent of theYear.

Ontiveroz, a 2002

Ontiveroz

graduate of Goodland High School,
will receive his auto tech
diplomain April. He has
participatedincampusac-
tivities, including being a
member of thestudent sen-
ate and serving as secre-
tary/treasurer for theAuto
Tech Club. After gradua-
tion, heplansto seek work
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| places, al new windows

Unique bungalow has been
totally remodeled and isa
pleasant surprise! Open the front
door to see 5 bedrooms, 2 baths
including whirlpool, 2 fire-

including bay, beautiful kitchen
with multi lighting and all
appliances, full basement, deck

in back, sprinkler system, vinyl siding,
garage. Lots of other features. You have to see this one to appreciate all
the amenities! Don't hesitate--Call Charlene Cole for your private

showing today!

play area and oversized 2 car

Other listings:

W. 8th Street (lots) 1625 Wyoming 221 Cottonwood
2810 Commerce Rd#2  415W. 2nd 1519-21 Montana
1516-1518 Center 1016 E. 10th (Sold) 2157 Caldwell
321 Broadway 6610 Rd 10 (U/C) 2892 Rd 64

209 E. 15th 217 Sycamore Rd. 714-18 Eustis
402 Grand 1608 Main (commercia) 401 Walnut

1224 Main (mixeduse) 724 Main 729 W. 31st St.

We have rentals available! Find our listings on
www.goodlandksmls.com for further details

904 W. 19th St. (commercial)
107 1st St. - Brewster

112 West 13th,Goodland, Kan. 67735
Charlene Cole, Broker Diana Spinney, Salesperson
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785-899-2683

inthe Denver area

Each of the college's 14 depart-
mentssel ectsaStudent of the Year,
and those students become candi-
datesfor the all-college Student of
the Year, who will be announced
during graduation on Friday, May
21.

Quality Lamb Sale
Saturday, April 3
11 a.m. preview

1 p.m. sale (Mountain Time)

Selling 30
(o —|" Head of
r"‘ _T Fancy Ewe

and Wether

Lambs

<High quality lambs
<Previous fair winners
«Good mixture of colored
club lambs: blue, black and
white fleece

Sale Location: On Highway 40,
go to the west edge of Chey-
enne Wells, County Road 43
and then go north 1 mile to
County R, then west 1 mile to
the farm.

Contact Us:

Mark & Cynthia Henry
42755 CR R
Cheyenne Wells, Co 80810
719-342-1187
719-767-5759
email:
mahenry@cynmarcares.com

mesal will beservedinside.

Children (and maybeadults) will
have the opportunity to try to rope
“Woody” the steer. Prizes will be
awarded and wagon rides will be
available.

John Stansfield, a storyteller,
writer, teacher and Ralph Moody
historian, will present aprogram at
2 p.m. in Morgan Theater, which

will feature Moody’searly years.
Following his presentation,
Sharleen Wurm of the Decatur
County Museum, will present early
Oberlin photos. Those attending
willincluderelativesof peoplefea-
tured in Moody’s books about the
area. Ticketswill include both the
meal and the program.
Reservations are encouraged.

For details or reservations, call
Connieat (785) 475-2400; Mary at
(785) 475-3329; or Ellaat (785)
475-3557.

Thisisthe second Ralph Moody
program presented by the Oberlin
Artsand HumanitiesCommission,
Oberlin Convention and Visitors
Bureau and the Decatur County
Museum.

Jones Auction

and

Goodland, Colby and Jennings

Farm Machinery Sale

for the Late Charles Pearce
Thursday, April 1, 2004 Time: 1:00 p.m. MST

Auction Location: From Highway 27 & 40 Interchange in Sharon Springs - West 2.5 miles on
Highway 40, South .5 mile, 1 mile back West, 2 miles South. Signs will be posted.

FARM EQUIPMENT & MISCELLANEOUS

MM 16' horse trailer; 714 John Deere 15' mulch
tiller with pickers; 120 John Deere 20' shredder; 235
John Deere disk harrow; 544 John Deere dozer
blade; 2 - 9300 John Deere 10' drills, 12" spacing;
John Deere tool bar; Power Rivwe Chute; NH 144
windrow inverter; 15' 1518 John Deere flex mower;
390 John Deere trail mower; 115 John Deere 9'rear
blade w/hydraulic cylinder; John Deere loader
bucker w/grapple forks; Quinstar Fallow Master -
35'; Blue Jet ripper 7 standard, 7 shank; Hesston
60A stackmover; Hesston 3060 stackfork;
Haybuster C10tub grinder; Danuser post hole dig-
ger; Hutchinson 6 x 27 grain auger; 6 - 1000 gallon
dieseltanks with pump - 110 electric; 500 gallon fuel
tank with 100v electric; 110 gallon fuel tank - 12 volt;
2 - Bale forks for loader; 100 gallon trailer sprayer;
Small grinder; Small cement mixer.

TNT‘}UQTION

Auction Conducted By:
TNT Auction LLC

IRR

4640 John Deeret

tor; IHC M; Oswal

Ford Thunderbird,

miles.

Homeland Real Estate of Goodland LLC

200 N. Franklin, Colby, Kan. 67701
785-460-0050 Fax785-460-0052

60 - 10" gated 30' joints; 30 - 8" main line 30" joints;
60 - 8" gated 30' joints; 35 - 8" plastic main; 75 - 10"
gated; 25 - 8" miscellaneous;500 plus irrigation socks.

1985 4650 John Deere tractor; 1988 4450 John
Deere tractor; 1980 4640 John Deere tractor; 1978

GBloader; TW25 Ford tractor MFWD; 3600 Ford trac-

1979 Ford Thunderbird, white, 87,603 miles; 1970

brown, 44,082 miles; 1984 Ford F 150 pickup, 4x4,
brown, 4 speed; 1985 Ford pickup, white, automatic;
Ford F600 truck with 16' bed; Ford L600 truck with
feedbox; Ford F150 pickup, 5.4 engine, 4x4, 53,862

Tom Harrison, Auctioneer
Tom Simpson, Auctioneer

Bob Jones, Auctioneer
(785) 443-0138 Mobile

Check our web site for late additions and
details about our upcoming auctions:

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED

IGATION EQUIPMENT

TRACTORS

ractor; 280 John Deere loader; M110

t Ensiloader on IHC Tractor.
VEHICLES

blue, 75,285 miles; Lincoln Mark VII,

(785) 443-0136 Mobile

(785) 443-0137 Mobile

www.tntjonesauction.com
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