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TUESDAY EVENING APR. 6, 2004

Biography “Will Smith”
Performer Will Smith.

Cold Case Files Alligators help to solve a murder
investigation; a 20-year-old homicide. %

Third Watch “Patterns”
$ %

Biography “Will Smith”
Performer Will Smith.

8 Simple
Rules (N)

I’m With
Her (N) $

According
to Jim (N)

It’s All Rel-
ative (N)

NYPD Blue “In Goddess
We Trussed” (N) %

News % (:35) Night-
line %

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live $ %

The Big Squeeze % Venom ER (N) Miami Animal Police “Pit
Bull Raid” (N)

The Big Squeeze % Venom ER

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “Ralph S.”

Significant
Others %

Significant
Others (N)

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “Mark Fe”

The West Wing “In This
White House” $ %

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “Mark Fe”

Navy NCIS “UnSEALed”
(N) $ %

Century City “Sweet
Child of Mine” (N) %

Judging Amy “The Quick
and the Dead” (N)

News $
%

(:35) Late Show Bruce
Willis; Renee Askins. (N)

The Late
Late Show

Wild Discovery “White-
tails in America” %

Crash Files: On the In-
side of the NTSB %

The FBI Files “Backstage
Murder” %

Monster Garage “Mon-
ster Nation 1” %

Animal Face-Off “Lion
vs. Tiger”

Kim Possi-
ble %

The Proud
Family %

Even
Stevens %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Lizzie
McGuire

(* “Meet the Deedles” (1998) Steve
Van Wormer. ‘PG’ %

(:45) Kim
Possible

Daryl Hannah The Rock Infamous (N) Howard S. Howard S. Celebrities Uncensored
Final Four Women’s College Basketball: NCAA Final -- Teams TBA SportsCenter (Live) % Outside Baseball
MLB Baseball San Francisco Giants at Houston Astros. (Live) % NBA Fastbreak Tuesday Fastbreak Dream Job
((* “One Fine Day” (1996) Michelle Pfeiffer. Whose? Whose? The 700 Club % Funniest Home Videos
Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness Peak Performance $ Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness
(:01) (((* “The Diary of Anne Frank” (1959) Joseph Schildkraut. (:01) Hour of Stars “Young Mr. Lincoln”
Emeril Live Roker on

the Road
Foodnation Food Finds

(N)
Amer. Fes-
tivals

Unwrapped Good Eats Emeril Live

American Idol (iTV) Fi-
nalists compete. %

24 “Day 3: 5:00AM -
6:00AM” (N) $ %

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith %

Cagney & Lacey % Kojak

Cops % Cops % Cops % (* “Armageddon” (1998, Action) Bruce Willis, Billy Bob Thornton.
MLB Baseball Rocky Mt. NASCAR FOX One The Best Damn Sports Show Period Rocky Mt. Late Poker
“Eight Leg
Frks”

(:45) (((* “Quiz Show” (1994) John Turturro. A congressional
investigator uncovers game show fraud. $ ‘PG-13’ %

((( “Identity” (2003, Suspense)
John Cusack, Ray Liotta. $ ‘R’ %

“Trans-
porter”

Outer Sensible Decorating Design Designers’ Designers’ Home Design Outer Sensible
True Crime “Blow” (N) % True Crime A gang’s

reign of terror ends. (N)
Wild West Tech “Execu-
tion Tech” (N) %

Infamous
Murders

Infamous
Murders

True Crime “Blow” %

(5:30) MLB Baseball New York Mets at Atlanta Braves. From
Turner Field in Atlanta. (Live)

((* “Outbreak” (1995, Suspense) Dustin Hoffman. An African
monkey carries a lethal virus to California. % (DVS)

The Nanny The Nanny (* “The Return of Alex Kelly” (1999) % Golden Golden The Nanny The Nanny
TRL (iTV) $ % Video Room Rdr Direct Effect $ Real World Real World Real World Real World
News % Ent. To-

night
Health Fair
25th Anniv.

Happy
Family (N)

Frasier (N)
$ %

(:31)
Scrubs (N)

Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit “Lowdown”

News % The To-
night Show

Whoopi (N)
$ %

Happy
Family (N)

Frasier (N)
$ %

(:31)
Scrubs (N)

Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit “Lowdown”

News (:35) The Tonight Show
(N) $ %

(:37) Late
Night (N)

Oddparents Sabrina Full House Full House Cosby Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Cosby Cosby
Nova “Ancient Creature
of the Deep” % (DVS)

Innovation “Crash Site
Secrets” (N) % (DVS)

Now With Bill Moyers
$ %

BBC World
News

That’s My
Boy

Charlie Rose (N) $ %

(4:00) (( “The Beast” (1996) William Petersen. Mad Mad House % Ultraviolet $ (Part 2 of 3) %
Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Oblivious Oblivious
While You Were Out Clean Sweep Organize

toys and games. %
In a Fix “Nature Within”
Cheap fixtures give way.

Rides “Road to Riddler”
Riddler trophy.

Rides “Dominator” Four-
teen custom cars.

NBA Basketball: Raptors at Cavaliers NBA Basketball Portland Trail Blazers at Los Angeles Lakers. Insde NBA
Food Crazy (N) Made Made Road Trip (N) Food Crazy Made Made
Griffith Munsters Bewitched GreenAcre Griffith Leave Family Ties Cheers $ Sanford All-Family
Mariana de la Noche Bajo la Misma Piel Casos de la Vida Real Impacto Noticiero En las Mejores Familias
Law & Order (( “Congo” (1995) Dylan Walsh, Laura Linney. % (DVS) Law & Order Sisco
Friends $
%

Everybody-
Raymond

Gilmore Girls $ % One Tree Hill “Spirit in
the Night” (N) $ %

News $ % Friends $
%

Will &
Grace %

((( “Night and the City” (1992) $ % News $ % Becker $ Becker $ Elimidate 5th Wheel
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WEDNESDAY EVENING APR. 7, 2004

Biography “The Rock”
%

American Justice
“Traces in Blood” (N)

City Confidential % Third Watch “Hell Is
What You Make of It”

Biography “The Rock”
%

My Wife
and Kids

My Wife
and Kids

The Bachelor NFL player Jesse Palmer meets 25
women, then narrows the field. $ %

News % (:35) Night-
line %

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live Hank Azaria. %

Most Extreme: Jumpers
%

The Crocodile Hunter
Diaries (N)

Miami Animal Police
“Dog Day Afternoon”

Most Extreme: Jumpers
%

The Crocodile Hunter
Diaries

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “Mark Fe”

Keen Eddie “Sucker
Punch” $ %

Keen Eddie “Keeping Up
Appearances” %

The West Wing $ % Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “Ralph S.”

60 Minutes II $ % The King of
Queens (N)

The Stones
(N) $ %

48 Hours Investigates
“True Confession” (N)

News $
%

(:35) Late Show Jimmy
Fallon; Britney Spears.

The Late
Late Show

Serengeti Today: Going
West -- Hyena %

Three Minutes to Impact
%

Justice Files “Double-
Crossed” Informants.

Monster Garage “Mon-
ster Nation 2” %

RFK Assassination (N)

Kim Possi-
ble %

The Proud
Family %

Even
Stevens %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Lizzie
McGuire

(( “The Thirteenth Year” (1999,
Fantasy) Chez Starbuck. %

(:45) Re-
cess %

Goldie & Kate: The E! True Hollywood Story % Celebrities Uncensored Howard S. Howard S. Celebrities Uncensored
NHL Hockey: Conf. Quarter. Fastbreak NBA Basketball: Warriors at Trail Blazers SportsCtr.
MLB Baseball: Giants at Astros NHL Hockey: Conference Quarterfinal -- Teams TBA NHL 2Night
“Romy and Michele’s High School Reunion” Whose? Whose? The 700 Club % Videos Videos
Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness Peak Performance $ Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness
(:01) (( “Nuns on the Run” (1990) Eric Idle. (:01) Hour of Stars (:01) (((* “Panic in the Streets” (1950)
Emeril Live “Egg-Cellent
Eggs” (N)

Good Eats Good Eats $40-a-Day Ciao Ameri-
ca

Unwrapped
“Retro”

Good Eats Emeril Live “Egg-Cellent
Eggs”

American Idol (Live) $
%

The Swan (Series Pre-
miere) (N) $ %

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith %

Cagney & Lacey % Kojak

(5:00) (* “Armageddon” (1998, Action) Bruce Willis. ((* “Predator” (1987) Arnold Schwarzenegger.
NASCAR Rocky Mt. FOX One Nuggets NBA Basketball Denver Nuggets at Phoenix Suns. (Live) Rocky Mt.
“Mission
Impsbl.”

(* “What a Girl Wants” (2003)
Amanda Bynes. $ ‘PG’ %

(:15) ((( “Solaris” (2002, Science Fiction)
George Clooney. Premiere. $ ‘PG-13’ %

The Sopranos Rumors
about Adriana surface.

House Spaces Weekend Mission Curb Curb Home Restore House Spaces
The Guilty Men: A His-
torical Review (N) %

Modern Marvels “Egypt-
ian Pyramids” %

Modern Marvels “Bible
Tech” (N) %

The Bible’s Greatest Se-
crets %

The Guilty Men: A His-
torical Review %

Seinfeld $
%

Seinfeld $
%

Seinfeld % Seinfeld % (( “Tango & Cash” (1989, Drama) (PA) Sylvester
Stallone, Kurt Russell.

(( “Highlander: The
Final Dimension” (1994)

The Nanny The Nanny “Earthquake in New York” (1998) Greg Evigan. Golden Golden The Nanny The Nanny
TRL (iTV) $ % Made $ Direct Effect $ Pimp Ride Pimp Ride Famous Famous
News % Ent. To-

night
The Apprentice “The
Price Is Height” $ %

Law & Order “Shrunk”
$ %

Law & Order “Darwinian”
$ %

News % The To-
night Show

The Apprentice “The
Price Is Height” $ %

Law & Order “Shrunk”
$ %

Law & Order “Darwinian”
$ %

News (:35) The Tonight Show
Donald Trump. (N) %

(:37) Late
Night (N)

Oddparents Danny Full House Full House Cosby Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Cosby Cosby
Secrets of the Dead
“Shroud of Christ?” (N)

My Journey Home People who came to America as
children. (N) $ %

BBC World
News

Two’s Com-
pany

Charlie Rose (N) $ %

(5:00) (( “Firestarter: Rekindled” (2002) Marguerite Moreau. $ % Ultraviolet $ (Part 3 of 3) %
Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 “Cheech-Next”
While You Were Out % Clean Sweep “Storming

the Palace” %
In a Fix “Bachelor’s
Mess” (N)

What Not to Wear For-
mer male dancer.

Trading Spaces: Home
Free “Ocoee”

Law & Order “Asterisk” “The Winning Season” (2004) Matthew Modine. “The Winning Season” (2004) Matthew Modine.
Secrets % World Poker Tour % Secrets % World Poker Tour %

Griffith Munsters Bewitched GreenAcre Griffith Leave Family Ties Cheers $ Sanford All-Family
Mariana de la Noche Bajo la Misma Piel Don Francisco Presenta Impacto Noticiero En las Mejores Familias
Law & Order Law & Order Karen Sisco (N) $ % Law & Order The Dead Zone %

Friends $
%

Everybody-
Raymond

Smallville “Asylum” $
%

Smallville “Viewers’
Choice” $ %

News $ % Friends $
%

Will &
Grace %

(( “Striptease” (1996) Demi Moore. $ % News $ % Becker $ Becker $ Elimidate 5th Wheel
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THURSDAY EVENING APR. 8, 2004

Cold Case Files A scientist’s murder is solved using
technology she was developing. %

The Mystery of I-45 % Third Watch “Responsi-
ble Parties” $ %

Cold Case Files %

Extreme Makeover:
Home Edition $ %

Stephen King’s King-
dom Hospital (N) %

Primetime Thursday % News % (:35) Night-
line %

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live $ %

The Jeff Corwin Experi-
ence Trip to Brazil. %

Most Extreme: Horrors
%

Miami Animal Police
“Voodoo Gator” (N)

The Jeff Corwin Experi-
ence Trip to Brazil. %

Most Extreme: Horrors
%

((* “The Professional” (1994) Jean Reno. A hit
man takes an orphan girl under his wing. ‘R’

Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy “Mark Fe”

The West Wing “The
Lame Duck Congress”

((* “The Profession-
al” (1994) ‘R’

Survivor: All-Stars
“Anger, Tears and Chaos”

CSI: Crime Scene Inves-
tigation $ % (DVS)

Without a Trace “Trip
Box” $ %

News $
%

Golf: Mas-
ters

(9:50) Late Show $ %

The Bowhead Whale % Blast Force New Detectives: Foren-
sic Science

Monster Garage “Mon-
ster Nation 3” %

The Crusades The town
of Acre in 1291. %

Kim Possi-
ble %

The Proud
Family %

Even
Stevens %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

Lizzie
McGuire

(( “Jumping Ship” (2001, Adven-
ture) Andy Lawrence. %

(:45) Kim
Possible

Hilton Sisters H’wood Story ’N Sync: E! THS Howard S. Howard S. Celebrities Uncensored
Break Up the Bombers: The Yankees on Trial (N) NHL Hockey: Conference Quarterfinal -- Teams TBA SportsCtr.
College Hockey NHL Hockey: Conference Quarterfinal -- Teams TBA NHL 2Night Baseball Tonight %

((* “The Sandlot” (1993) Tom Guiry. Whose? Whose? The 700 Club % Funniest Home Videos
Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness Bodybuilders $ Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness
(:01) Hour of Stars (((* “The Sand Pebbles” (1966) Steve McQueen, Richard Crenna. (:01) “Damien: Omen II”
Emeril Live Food Finds

(N)
Recipe for
Success

Amer. Fes-
tivals

The Best
Of (N)

Unwrapped
“Fudge”

Good Eats Emeril Live

Tru Calling “Two Pair”
(N) $ %

Wonderfalls “Crime Dog”
(N) $ %

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith %

Cagney & Lacey % Kojak

Buffy Vampire Married... Married... Cops % Cops % ((* “A Simple Plan” (1998) Bill Paxton.
NASCAR Rocky Mt. Rockies MLB Baseball Colorado Rockies at Arizona Diamondbacks. (Live) Rocky Mt.
(5:15) ((* “The Pall-
bearer” (1996) %

((( “Drumline” (2002) Nick Cannon. Rivalry be-
tween two drummers threatens a college band.

(* “Swimfan” (2002, Suspense)
Jesse Bradford. $ ‘PG-13’ %

(( “Old
School” ‘R’

Weekend Landscapr Design Designers’ House House Home Design Weekend Landscapr
Stories From the Hall of
Fame: Golf %

The Trial of Jesus (N)
%

The Real Pontius Pilate:
Killed Christ

The Shroud of Turin % Stories From the Hall of
Fame: Golf %

(5:30) MLB Baseball New York Mets at Atlanta Braves. From
Turner Field in Atlanta. (Live)

((( “Contact” (1997) Jodie Foster, Matthew McConaughey. A
devoted scientist hears a message from outer space. %

The Nanny The Nanny “Summer of Fear” (1996) Gregory Harrison. % Merge The Nanny The Nanny
TRL (iTV) $ % Newlywed Newlywed Newlywed Newlywed Band II Band II Band II Band II
News % Ent. To-

night
Friends $
%

(:32) Will &
Grace (N)

The Apprentice “Down to
the Wire” (N) $ %

(8:59) ER “Where There’s
Smoke” (N) %

News % The To-
night Show

Friends $
%

(:32) Will &
Grace (N)

The Apprentice “Down to
the Wire” (N) $ %

(7:59) ER “Where There’s
Smoke” (N) %

News (:35) The Tonight Show
(N) $ %

(:37) Late
Night (N)

Oddparents Sabrina Full House Full House Cosby Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Cosby Cosby
Sunflower
Journeys

Kansas
Spotlight

The New This Old
House Hour $ %

Frontline “Diet Wars” (N)
$ %

BBC World
News

Keeping Up Charlie Rose (N) $ %

(5:00) “Riverworld” $ Mad Mad House (N) $ Tripping Tripping Mad Mad House % Tripping Tripping
Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Extreme Extreme
While You Were Out % Clean Sweep Deciding

what to throw away.
In a Fix A couple lives in
a fixer-upper. %

Spymaster Beginning es-
pionage training.

In a Fix “Nick’s Hell
House” %

NBA Basketball: Magic at Nets NBA Basketball Minnesota Timberwolves at Sacramento Kings. Insde NBA
Sec.-Holy Land Pope John Paul II’s Vatican Sec.-Holy Land Pope-Vatican
Griffith Munsters Bewitched GreenAcre Griffith Leave Family Ties Cheers $ Sanford All-Family
Mariana de la Noche Bajo la Misma Piel Aquí y Ahora Impacto Noticiero En las Mejores Familias
Golf The Masters -- First Round. % Law & Order Law & Order Law-Order
Friends $
%

Everybody-
Raymond

Steve Har-
vey

Like Family
“Sex Ed”

Jamie
Kennedy

Jamie
Kennedy

News $ % Friends $
%

Will &
Grace %

(( “Trial and Error” (1997) Michael Richards. News $ % Becker $ Becker $ Elimidate 5th Wheel
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FRIDAY EVENING APR. 9, 2004

Airline % Who Killed Laci Peter-
son? %

(((* “Reservoir Dogs” (1992, Drama) Harvey Keitel. Violent
thieves ponder the identity of a police informant. %

Airline % Laci Peter-
son

George Lo-
pez (N) $

The Big
House (N)

Hope &
Faith (N)

Life With
Bonnie (N)

The D.A. “The People vs.
Achmed Abbas” %

News % (:35) Night-
line %

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live $ %

The Planet’s Funniest
Animals %

The Planet’s Funniest
Animals %

Miami Animal Police
“Raccoon Attack” (N)

The Planet’s Funniest
Animals %

The Planet’s Funniest
Animals %

Cirque du Soleil’s Quidam The circus troupe per-
forms a tale about a girl in a land of dreams. %

Cirque du Soleil:
Saltimbanco %

Cirque du Soleil: Nou-
velle Experience %

Cirque du Soleil’s
Quidam %

Joan of Arcadia “The
Devil Made Me Do It”

JAG “Back in the Saddle”
$ % (DVS)

The District “Jupiter for
Sale” $ %

News $
%

Golf: Mas-
ters

(9:50) Late Show $ %

Crocodile Territory % Monster Garage “Freez-
er Burn” %

Monster House “Me-
dieval Castle House” %

American Chopper
“Mikey’s Choice 1”

American Chopper
“Mikey’s Choice 2”

Kim Possi-
ble %

The Proud
Family %

Even
Stevens %

Sister, Sis-
ter $ %

That’s So
Raven (N)

Lizzie
McGuire

(( “Atlantis: Milo’s Return” (2003)
Voices of James Arnold Taylor. ‘G’

(:35) Lilo &
Stitch %

Britney Spears Singer Britney Spears. Celebrities Uncensored Howard S. Howard S. Celebrities Uncensored
NBA Basketball New Jersey Nets at Indiana Pacers. (Live) % NBA Basketball Sacramento Kings at Phoenix Suns. (Live) %
NHL Hockey: Conference Quarterfinal Game 2 NHL Hockey: Conference Quarterfinal Game 2 -- Teams TBA NHL 2Nigh
((( “Rookie of the Year” (1993) Gary Busey Whose? Whose? The 700 Club % Paid Prog. Paid Prog.
Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness Buff Brides: Challenge Bodies In Shape Workout Fitness
(:01) (( “Sing, Boy, Sing” (1958) Lili Gentle (:01) ((* “Enemy Mine” (1985) Dennis Quaid. (:01) “Paris, Texas”
Emeril’s New Orleans
Easter

$40-a-Day
“Cleveland”

$40-a-Day Into the
Fire (N)

Into the
Fire

Unwrapped Good Eats
“Pressure”

Emeril’s New Orleans
Easter

Stupid Be-
havior

Craziest
Videos

Forever Eden (N) $ % The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith %

Cagney & Lacey % Kojak

Buffy Vampire Married... Married... Cops % Cops % (* “Dude, Where’s My Car?” (2000, Comedy)
NASCAR NBA Basketball Denver Nuggets at Houston Rockets. (Live) Rocky Mt. FOX One Rocky Mt. Late Poker
(:15) ((( “Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets” (2002) Daniel Rad-
cliffe. A malevolent force threatens the students at Hogwarts. $ ‘PG’ %

Deadwood “Deadwood”
$ %

Deadwood “Deep Water
$ %

Debbie Travis’ Facelift Design Design Designers’ Designers’ Home Sensible Debbie Travis’ Facelift
Banned From the Bible Some believe that stories
were edited out of the Bible. %

Heaven and Hell % Apocalypse % Banned From the Bible
%

(5:30) MLB Baseball Chicago Cubs at Atlanta Braves. From
Turner Field in Atlanta. (Live)

(* “Deep Rising” (1998, Horror) (PA) Treat
Williams, Famke Janssen. %

(( “Lost
in Space”

((* “Swing Shift” (1984) Goldie Hawn. % (( “Sin and Redemption” (1994) Cynthia Gibb. The Nanny The Nanny
TRL (iTV) $ % Make Pimp Ride Pimp Ride Band II MTV Special $ Real World Real World
News % Ent. To-

night
Dateline NBC $ % Third Watch “Purgatory”

(N) $ %
News % The To-

night Show
Dateline NBC $ % Third Watch “Purgatory”

(N) $ %
News (:35) The Tonight Show

(N) $ %
(:37) Late
Night (N)

Neutron Phantom Phantom ChalkZone Cosby Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Cosby Cosby
Washington
Week (N)

Wall $treet-
Fortune

Market to
Market

Kansas
Week

Jews & Christians: A
Journey of Faith

BBC World
News

Red Green Charlie Rose (N) $ %

Andromeda $ % Stargate SG-1 “Grace” Stargate SG-1 $ % Stargate SG-1 “Grace” Andromeda $ %

Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9 Deep Space 9
While You Were Out % Clean Sweep Organizing

an art studio.
Trading Spaces: Family
Texas living rooms.

While You Were Out % While You Were Out (N

((* “Swordfish” (2001) John Travolta. % ((* “Swordfish” (2001) John Travolta. iTV. (* “Snake Eyes”
America’s Best (N) Great Honeymoons (N) Secrets of Niagara Falls America’s Best Great Honeymoons
Griffith Munsters Bewitched GreenAcre Griffith Leave Family Ties Cheers $ Pufnstuf Lidsville
“Vida de Jesucristo” Bajo la Misma Piel Casos de la Vida Real Impacto Noticiero Los Metiches
Golf The Masters -- Second Round. % Touching Evil “Pilot” % Law CI
Friends $
%

Everybody-
Raymond

Reba $ % What I Like
About You

Grounded
for Life $

The Help
(N) $ %

News $ % Friends $
%

Will &
Grace %

(5:30) MLB Baseball Chicago Cubs at Atlanta Braves. % News % Becker $ Becker $ Elimidate 5th Wheel

Conned elderly
have few legal
remedies

DEAR ABBY: I read with interest
the letter from “Worried Sick in Ala-
bama,” whose mother was about to
give money to a known con man. The
same thing happened to my mother,
who didn’t stop “lending” money
until $67,000 was gone.

The district attorney, two police
departments and an attorney who
specializes in elder issues sympa-
thized with me, but no one could do

anything. They told me, in effect,
that as long as people are mentally
competent, they can do whatever
they want with their own money.
Trusting, naive and misguided do not
constitute incompetence.

Finally, I hired a private detective
who found pending felony theft
charges and other incriminating facts
about the guy who was conning my
mother. I believe she was persuaded

more by the fact I hired a private de-
tective than by what he dug up. She
did quit writing checks, but I live in
constant fear that some other con art-
ist will find her.

I encourage “Worried” to find
some way to invest her mother’s
money so that Mom won’t have in-
stant access to it. If possible, she
should be convinced to let her daugh-
ter pay her bills for her, and set up a
checking account where two signa-
tures are required.

This is a difficult and, I suspect,
widespread problem. I don’t know
what the answer is, because it in-
cludes issues of dignity and self-
worth, as well as independence. I

know elderly people who have lost
their good judgment, and will lose
their ability to pay their own way
because of it. — STILL WORRIED
IN ALABAMA

DEAR STILL WORRIED: Per-
haps the next letter will ease your
mind. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: We at the National
Center on Elder Abuse read the tragic
letter from “Worried Sick in Ala-
bama.” Sadly, her story illustrates
how financial crimes pose a growing
threat to the well-being and indepen-
dence of our “greatest generation.”

It is cause for concern when a se-
nior grants unusual access or control
of his or her assets to another person

in suspicious circumstances. A chal-
lenge in detecting this is that victims
may be reluctant to reveal financial
abuse or accuse their abuser out of
fear of retaliation or losing their in-
dependence. They may also feel
embarrassed or reluctant to get the
perpetrator in trouble.

In addition to consulting an attor-
ney and contacting law enforcement,
our advice is to report concerns to
Adult Protective Services, the long-
term care ombudsman or the state
attorney general’s office. Call the
Eldercare Locator, a public service
of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Administration of
Aging, at (800) 677-1116 (Monday

through Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. EST)
to quickly find the numbers of your
local agencies. To learn more about
how to prevent, recognize or respond
to elder abuse, neglect or exploita-
tion, please visit our Web site at
www.elderabusecenter.org.

Thank you, Abby, for helping mil-
lions of American seniors with your
informative and sensitive advice. —
AMY HANLEY, NATIONAL
CENTER ON ELDER ABUSE

DEAR AMY: Thank you for a
helpful letter; you will never know
how many people you have helped
today. It breaks my heart that these
services are necessary, but I’m grate-
ful that you are there to protect vul-
nerable seniors from predators.
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