6 The Goodland Star-News

/ Friday, April 9, 2004

Manwascrushedtodeathwhentrainscollidedinyard

By Evelyn Ward
Sherman County Historical Society

April 9,1904: J. Butler Instantly
Killed— Crushed Between Boiler
of Engineand “Apron” of the Coal
Chute—WasCoaling Engine1273
When Train of Cars Was Shunted
Upon the Engine — John Butler,
head hostler for the Rock Island
railroad at Goodland, wasinstantly
killed while coaling Engine 1273,
being crushed to death against the
boiler head by the “apron” of the
coal dump.

The accident was caused by run
into by atrain of about 18 cars
handled by theswitchengine, asthe
trainwasbeingmadeupfor thesec-
ond section of freight No. 97, west-
bound.

Thehopper, containingthreetons
of coal, wasbeing dischargedonthe
tender of theengineand wasnearly
emptied when the heavy shunt
drovethe engine backward.

Theapronof thecoal binshotfor-
ward and caught Butler about the
head and chest, crushingthelifeout
of himin aninstant. Help wasim-
mediately summoned.

If the engine was pushed ahead,
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the body might be further mangled
by the wreckage of the engine cab.
So, about 20 inches square of the
heavy oak planking of the dump
wassawed out beforethebody was
rel eased from the death trap.

The body was removed to the
Bower & Son undertaking estab-
lishment. The sad news was con-
veyedtoMrs. Butler—first that her
husbandwasserioudly injured, then
that he could live but a very short
time, andfinally that hewasdead—
all before she could realize that in
themidst of lifeand healthher home
had really been touched with the
chill of death.

She was fondling a baby in her
arms and was caring for her other
little child as the messenger of the
heavy newsknocked at the door of
the home.

After thebody had been prepared
at the undertakers', it was trans-
ferredtothehome, accompanied by
an escort of the federal union, to
which the deceased bel onged.

John Butler was born in Milan,
DeKalb County, Ill., inApril 1866,
consequently hewasinthe38thyear
of hisage. Hecamewith hisparents
to Sherman county inFebruary 1886
and settled near Ruleton, taking a
claimassoonashewasof age.

He was married Sept. 27, 1892,
to Miss Gertrude Bullock, of
LaBlanche, Sherman county. Mr.
Butler, besidesawifeandtwo chil-
dren, leaves an aged father and
mother, twosistersand twoyounger
brothers, all residing near Ruleton.

John Butler was a good citizen
andakindhusband. Hewasliked by
all who knew him, wasindustrious
and competent at whatever he un-
dertook. Hewasfor several yearsa
section foreman, worked in the
freight house, fired theboilersof the
back shopsand washead hostler.

All hisassociatesinthesevarious
callingsspeak highly of him, andno
one charges him with fault. This
may seemremarkable, butitistrue.
The unusually large attendance at

Gladys Confer

GladysMae Confer, 87, aChey-
enneCounty farmwife, died Satur-
day, April 3,2004, at HaysMedical
Center after ashortillness.

She was born May 30, 1916, in
Bird City, the daughter of Herman
and Pearl Kanel. Shewasthe fifth
of eight children and grew upon a
farm south of St. Francis.

She married Edgar Edmonds in
1931 at the age of 15. They spent
their married lifeworking together
onafarm southwest of St. Francis.
They had no childrenbut spentalot
of time hel ping with the neighbor-
hood children and a nephew, Dick
Edmonds.

Shewasamember of theNeville
Methodi st Church, aSunday school
teacher and helped during Bible
school each year. She moved her
membershipinto the United Meth-
odist Churchin St. Francisafter the
Neville church closed.

On April 25, 1964, she married
L ester Confer, andwasamajor part
of the lives of his daughter Arlene
and granddaughter Glenda.

TheConfersworkedsideby side
through their nearly 40 years of
marriage, doing housework and
farming.

Preceding her in death were her
parents; three sisters; three broth-
ers; her first husband; ason-in-law,
RoycePeter; and agreat-grandson,
Bobby Krien.

Survivorsincludeher husband; a
brother, Bill Kanel of LasVegas, a
sister, Helen Kyle of Cottage
Grove, Ore.; a step-daughter,
Arlene Peter of St. Francis; two
step-granddaughters, astep-grand-

son, seven step-great-grandchil-

dren, and six step-great-great-

grandchildren.
Services were Tuesday, April 6,

at the church, with Marvin
Zimbelman and Jack Abendschan
officiating. Burial was in the St.
Francis cemetery.
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the funeral attested the universal
esteeminwhichthishumblelabor-
ing man was held.

April 10,1904 Trial of theSeven
Cowboys with Dewey Set for De-
cember — Herbert Winship, Fred
Dye, James Armentrout, L emuel
O’ Neil, CharlesWilson, Benjamin
Slater and Ed Tucker, the seven
cowboyswhowereput under arrest
duringtheNortontrial for complic-
ity in killing the Berry’s, June 3,
1903, appeared at theApril session
of the Cheyenne county court to be
tried upon the charge of murder.

By agreement of theattorneysfor
both sides, the case was continued
tothe December term of court, and
bondwasfixedinthesumof $1,000
for each.

These seven men were with
Dewey at the time the three mem-
bersof theBerry family werekilled,
and three chargesare made against
each of the men, making atotal of
21 cases.

April 11, 1904: Building Era
Continues — The Demand for
Houses Being Responded to by
L ocal Capital —Building of houses
issteadily progressingin Goodland.

The two houses being built by
Vogel & Harrison, south of the
Mallory residence, areprogressing
toward completion. Vogel & Har-
risonhaveasoacontract tobuilda
fine modern cottage, main part
28x28 with a T 14x14 with three
porches. Thehouseisfor IraWolfe,
cashier of thenew bank, andwill be
located on lots north of the T.P.
Leonard residence.

TheWilsonhouseonEast 11this
nearly completedandwill beavery
conformable house. W.L. Whiteis
thearchitect and builder. The Jasper
Gandy house, south of George
Kelley’'sresidence, will be an el-
egant and modern structure. It will
betwo storiesin height.

J.F.Kuhlman, aretired L utheran
minister, isbuilding asmall house
inthewest part of town. Mr. Kuhl-
man isacarpenter and isdoing his
own work. Boilermaker Helper
Bartholomew is putting up asmall
dwelling, 14x22, just north of the
shops.

S.A.Marshall isbuildingahouse
onthe corner oppositeand north of
the Bower residence. The building
is 24x26 feet, intended for four

rooms and a pantry. When com-
pleted, it will befor rent.

B.E. Coffinwill soon build on &
lot 50feet north of theH.H. Auer &
Son short order house on South
Boulevard, a restaurant building
20x40feet. Othersare contempl at-
ing building soon asthereisstill
largedemand for homesand houses
torent.

April 12, 1904: Round House
Repairs — The south end of the
five-stall extension of the ol
roundhouse has been cut out and
removed and anew wall and doors
constructed.

All the stalls and the engine pits
for the large class of engines are
now completed. Heavy, hydraulic
stationary jackshavebeeninstall e
inthedrop pitstolower and hoist the
drivingwheelswhenrepairscall for
their removal. The largest class of
engines can now be housed, hand-
led and repaired at Goodland.

From weekly issues of The
Goodland News, provided by the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety. Sncethe paper was publishec
weekly, someitemswerearbitrarily
assigned adate.
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