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from our viewpoint...

Legislature stymied
on several big Issues

The Kansas L egidature hasn’t done much so far thisyear,
but sometimesthat’sfor the best.

theworst laws are passed without much question.
but there's somedanger they will passit anyway.

iskeeping businessaway from our state.

weekends.
fearful.
Dowewant that for 1-70, 1-35, U.S. 81 and K-10?

bills?
Never mindthat truckersandtourism officials, when some-

drivewell past 70 on our freewaystoday.

thespeedlimitwill doiscausemoreand moresevereaccidents.
But do mindthis: The 70 m.p.h. l[imit waswrittenwithrural

Kansasinmind. Legislatorswantedto keepthedifferential be-

minimum to encourage peopl e to spread out and put some of
thetraffic back onthe blue highways.

gasonthefreeways, but wedon't seeit out here.

thestate?

Haynes

ThelL egidature, sofar, can’t agreeon school financeor gam-
bling or abudget. It'ssavingthosefor thefinal minutes, when

Right now, theLegislatureisstalled onabill toraisethe 70-
mile-an-hour speed limit on Kansasfreeways. It'sabad idea,

Thisplanisbeing pushed by shadowy forceswho claimthat
thedifferencebetweendriving 70inKansasand 75inNebraska

Onesponsor, Sen. Robert Tyson, aParker Republican, claims
thereistwiceasmuchtruck trafficon|-80in Nebraskaasthere
isonl-70inKansas. He sprobably right, by theway, andwe’ d
suggest that if helikesthat, hegodrivearoundin Nebraskaon

If you' ve been there, you know what we mean. Theroad is
rough and pitted, trafficisawful and apersoninasmall caris

M oreroad damage, higher taxes, moreaccidents, bigrepair

one asks, say they don’t mind the slightly lower limit. Never
mindthat travel-center workers say almost no onecallsto ask
about the speed limit here when planning atrip. Never mind
that many, especially thosewith green-and-whitetags, already

Never mind that theKansasHighway Patrol saysall raising

tweentwo-laneroadsat 65 m.p.h. andthelnterstatesat 70toa

There may be some pressure to drive faster and burn more

So do we want more and faster truckstearing up 1-70 and
frightening our tourists anyway? Or do we want the safe and
responsibledriverswehavenow, running 70m.p.h. clear across

Like we said, sometimes that Legislature is best that does
theleast. Withany luck, thisturkey isdonefor theyear. —Seve
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... MEANWHILE,
THE STATE

REMAINS UNSURE
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‘Words make

| don’t know about you, but | sometimesam
stopped deadinmy tracks(sotospeak) at some
word or phrasein thewritten media.

Often| havetoreadit over again, and some-
timesevenresorttoreading it out loud.

Granted, | haveoften complained about how
hyphensarebecoming obsoleteinthe English
language, but really. Aren’t they?1 still main-
tainthat we' remissing alot of clarity by leav-
ing them out.

Here are somewordsthat have stymied me
lately; (consider how you might read them if
you were just learning the language):
postoperational, trisyllabic, preternaturally,
nonoption, prekindergarten, destress(couldn’t
that bemistaken for amis-spelling of distress.

Wellitcould. My spell check even corrected
ittodistress, sol’msureit should be de-stress
if you’ retalking about taking stressout of your
life), reenter, premed, prepass, minicities
(wouldn’t mini-citiesmakemore sense?), un-
used, multitiered, and pretwilight.

(By theway, my computer spell check indi-
cates that over half of those words are mis-
spelled!)

No wonder the English languageis so hard
to understand. It was bad enough before we

People need to

| recently read anarticleintheHoxie Sentinel
writtenby JimMcDaniel, superintendent of the

HoxieSchools. Heendedthat articlesaying, “It |

istimefor district patronstoexpresstoareal eg-
islators how they feel about our schools.”

Since | represent the 121t District, | agree
andwouldvery muchlikeforyoutosendmea
letter to Box 366, Colby, Kan. 67701 or email
tojmorriso@ink.org your thoughtsregarding
money for our schools.

| really need to know the support thereisfor
increasing income and sal es taxes to support
educationin Sherman, Thomas, Sheridan and
Graham counties. Most all the information |
receivesays“DoNOT raisemy taxes!”

| really think people need to reconsider that
statement. Our taxes are being raised every
year. Look at your property tax statement. Are
you paying lessnow thanyou did?How much
morein property tax areyou paying now than
youdidfiveyearsago?Inmy view, that isthe
most onerous of taxes.

Property tax isnot based at all on ability to
pay. Incometax isbased onearnedincomeand
salestaxisbased onpurchases. Stateincreases
insalesandincometaxesareusedto offset our
need for increased property taxes.

Hoxie, if the schools do not get some help,
may have to increase the Local Option Bud-
get tax levy by asmuch as 11 mills.

If the Legislature does increase taxes, as |
earlier mentioned, thentherejust might not be
aneed toraiselocal property taxes. That will
likely resultinyour payingless, not more, tax
than you do now or will inthenear future.

| support morehelpfor education, including
increased funding. | have voted to increase
spending for schools this year and will con-
tinueto do so.

McDanidl iscorrect whenhesaysl votedyes
onthislast voteto support anincreaseinfund-
ingfor education. That “yes’ votewasto send
it onto afinal votethe next day. It would not
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® commentary

triedto “savekey strokes.”

Now, it’sgetting to beimpossible.

All thee-mail spelling shortcutswill really
sabotage spellinginthiscountry.

One phrase | read recently still has me
scratching my head: non-American Indian
volunteers.

Did the writer mean willing workers from
Indiawho were also not Americans? Or did
he/she mean American Indianswho were not
American citizens? Or what? Maybe even
Americanlndianswhowerenot volunteering.

Who knows?

Here'safew more: pregame, deemphasize
and prenup. Now really!

Pre-game? De-emphasize? Pre-nup?
Prenuptial s makes much more sense than the
shortened version. Thisis all worse than
lawyer’slegal babble.

What' shappeningtothe Englishlanguage?

What intheworld isan “ex-murderer”? If
you murder someone, how canyou ever bean
“ex-murderer?’

And here’'saquote from the front page of a
section of theAugust 21, 2003,

Wichita Eagle: “A woman who died after
being strangledin her homeM onday had can-
celed a protection of abuse order against the
man accused of killing her just 10 daysbefore
her death.”

It takesalittletimeto figurethat one out!

When did “settle” become anoun? Again
fromtheWichitaEagle(Sept. 17, 2003): “ The
settle includes $300,000 for restitution and
$100,000in penaltiesand fees.”

Andtheauthor of thewell-known Al phabet
Mysteries doesn’t even capitalize God, asin
“godonly knows’ or“for god'ssake.” Another
maneuver by atheists? Maybe those expres-
sionsarejust dang, and shemeanstotakeaway
all religious connotations.

Okay, Il quit. But doyou ever wonder why
we often use one form of aword and seldom
useitsopposite, likeillicitandlicit?

Andwhy few of uswould call theruler of a
country the dynast, but we might refer to his
domain asadynasty?

good are the schools, health care systems anc

speak up about school finance

jim
morrison

® capitol review

have passed without my “yes’ vote, so there
would not have been any final action on the
increase. Thenext day, | wasonthephonewith
McDaniel as the vote was taking place and
explained to himthat if the vote to passwhen
the vote was closed was 68 or more, that |
wouldchangemyvotetoa“no”. Ithad 77 votes
for passage, sol switchedtoa“ no” vote, know-
ing that the passage was secured.

| am not going totaketimeto explainwhy |
did that, but people need to think about poli-
ticsasthegameof baseball. Sometimestowin
thegame, ahitter must makeasacrificeout to
getthefinal runin. TheSenaterej ectedthat bill
as“toomuch” spending. They alsorejected our
earlier bill thatincreased about $50million. At
least theHouseagreeswithmethat thereneeds
to be more spent for education and other ser-
vicesto people.

Beingalegidator ishardwork and requires
ability to gain consensusto get required votes
for issues to pass. We work al year helping
peoplein our districtswith problemsin state
agencies. Itisafull-timejob, somewhat stress-
ful and actually will cost awesternK ansasleg-
islator out-of -pocket-money torepresent their
district. Most aresurprised tolearnit can cost
asmuchas$4,000 or so out of pocket torepre-
sentadistrict. | donot mindthat; | lovethejob
and the contact with people. | need your help
now, and | donot usually ask anythingfrommy
congtituents. Thisis, however, important.

The future of our communitiesliesin the
health of our community health care system,
schools and businesses. These are things
people moving to the areafirst look at. How

how arelocal businessesdoing?

Throughout my district, one of the largest
employersand sourcesof incomeiseducation.
Putting more money into the business of edu-
cationhel psthelocal businesscommunity anc
health community. In fact, in some area’s the
school sARE the primary economy. Wedo not
get the increases in funding that the larger
school sdo becausewedonot build new school s
or havethebilingual problemsthat othersdo.

Our schools are actually losing money and
having to do away with programs and teach:-
ers. That snowballsinto reductionin thelocal
economy that forcesaraiseinthe property tax
and an increase in the Local Option Budget.
Simply put, the school sneed more money anc
| know that and have always supported that.
Youmay seesomevotesthat donot reflect what
youmight consider areflection of support, but
you need to see the entire game and what | do
asaplayertofully realizethat aNO sometimes
meansaY ESfor alater issueof greater impor-
tance. Politicsisnot for the faint of heart, or
for someone who can only provide part-time
involvement. Atleastfor usinrural Kansas, the
Legidatureisafull-timecommitment.

Sohow canyouhelp? Send menotes, emails,
| ettersexpressing your support of moremoney
for education which includes a state tax in-
crease. | needtoknow what taxesinwhichyou
would support an increase or that you abso-
lutely will not support mevoting for any state
tax increase. Remember, local taxeswill have
to be raised if we (the state) do not do some-
thing to help, so simply saying that you do not
want atax increasewill not be acceptable.

Tell mewhat taxesyouwoul d support, know-
ing that aincreaseis likely inevitable. Local
property taxes must be raised if the State of
Kansas does not increase the spending for
schoolsandfor other programsto help people.
But that hel ping peopl eisanother long subject.
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