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from our viewpoint...

Tough year
Irag getting worse

we saw tearing down statutes of Saddam Hussein.
Today, the headlinesare about the violence our troops arefac-

“regular” combat portion of thelragWar wasover quickly incom-

parison to thelong months of working to help createanew Iraqi
government which continuetoday.

killed in Irag than during the combat phase.

30.
aswewatched our troopsdriveinto Baghdad. Yes, there are dif-

our country seemsdestined to repeat over and over.

beyondtheir dreams.

larger and at timesmoreviolent thanat any timeinAmericanhis-
tory. Wehad protestersin previouswarsaswell, and before Pearl

World War.

themselvesinthemiddleof turned that into an unwinnablesitua-
way to defeat the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese.
the south was not strong enough to survive.

on contai ning Communism, and that mean Soviet Russia. Oneof
intolranand built uptheir forcesto keepthe Russian Bear at bay.
power. We withdrew much of our support, and forced himto al-
embassy were held hostage.

for helpto quell the problemsin Irag?

our support, but the American people need to be aware of our
checkered history of involvement. — TomBetz

Avyear ago, theheadlineswereall about how theAmericanand
British forces were marching into Irag and the cheering people

ing as Iraq struggles to become a new independent nation. The

When the war began, there were high hopes for success, and
worriesabout what our troopscoul d face oncethemaj or fighting
wasover. Inthepast several months, moreAmericanshavebeen

The Iragi situation is sinking into a morass, and as President
GeorgeBush said, wearecommitted to stayingin Iraglong after
the schedul ed turnover of power to the new government on June

Worriesabout arepeat of Vietnamwereuppermost inour minds
ferencesbetweenthetwo conflicts, but therearesimilaritieswhich

AnytimewetakeAmericantroopsintoanother country, wehave
to deal with unintended consequences. American troops means
millions of American dollars, and countries where the average
incomeisbel ow our poverty level suddenly seeaninflux of wealth

Vietnamwasour longest conflict, and the protestsat homewere

Harbor there were efforts to keep American out of the Second
Wetriedto hel pthe South Vietnamesedevel op anindependent
government in the early 1960s, and for awhile it seemed to be
working, but then an internal upheaval American troops found
tion. Wespent billionsof dollarsand 50,000 livestryingtofinda
After morethan 10 years, wetried to slip out of the noose, but
When thewar in Europewasover, our foreign policy focused
the ways we tried to contain them was to deny access them to
southern seaports. We got involved with the Shah of Iranto stop

the Sovi et expansiontothesouth. Wepumped millionsof dollars

Our strategy changed about 25 years later, and we turned on
the Shah because of theway hewastreating hispeopleto stay in

low thereturn of his main enemy, Ayatollah Khomeni. With the
Shah out of the way, we were surprised when our peoplein the

Isitany wonder whenwewatchtheeventsinlragthat wereach
for theaspirin?Andthen President Bush’'speoplearegoingtolran

Which mirror arewelooking into thisweek? Our troops need
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Solemn moments at Arlington Cemetery

ArlingtonNationa Cemetery —thenamecon-
juresupimagesof row upon row of white mark-
ers, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and the
eternal flame over John F. Kennedy’sgrave.

Well, that’ swhat we saw, and alittle bit more.

My mother tellsmewe visited Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery on atwo-week trip to Washing-
ton and Baltimore when | wasin high schoal. |
remember thetrip, but | don’t remember thecem-
etery.

Thistime, wewereonamission. Members of
the National Newspaper A ssociation who gath-
ered in Washington had a wreath to lay at the
Tomb of the Unknowns.

Four of our members were escorted to the
tomb, and they handed over the wreath, which
was placed on astand in front of the burial site.
We watched the changing of the guard and left
quietly asthe sentry continued hismarch.

Weweretoldthat thetombisguarded 24 hours
aday. Last fall, when a hurricane came up the
Potomac and hit Washington with 120 mph
winds, theguard just kept walking. On Sept. 11,
2001, whenaplanecrashedintothePentagon, the
guard onduty, who could seethecrash, turnedto
the tourists lined up behind the barricades and
calmly told them to leave quietly because the
cemetery was closed. Then he went back to
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marching without having any ideawhat wasgo-
ingon.

Downthehill, westoodin front of thegraves
of Johnand JackieK ennedy andtwo of their chil-
drenwho died ininfancy. The stones, whichlie
flat ontheground, camefromland ownedby the
Kennedys, weweretold.

When John Kennedy Jr. diedinaplanecrash,
therewas much discussion of burying himwith
his father and mother. However, our guidetold
us, John Jr. was not eligible to be buried in Ar-
lington, being an adult who had never servedin
themilitary. Therewasalso hiswifeto consider.
Eventually, their asheswere buried at sea.

Just alittle ways from the president lies his
brother, alsofelled by an assassin’sbullet. Rob-
ert Kennedy lies alone under a white wooden
cross, the only wooden marker inthe cemetery.

Thereareabout 20 burialsaday inArlington.
Whenwewerethere, wesaw ahorse-drawncais-

son bearing acasket to agrave on oneside of the
road and atroop of Scottish pipersat afuneral on
theother.

Arlingtondidnot haveagreat beginning. It was
the home of Robert E. Lee and hiswife, Mary,
who was the step-granddaughter of George
Washington.

During the Civil War, they needed a placeto
bury thedead, sothegovernment decidedtobury
asmany asthey could in thefront yard of “ The
Great Traitor.” Theofficers, they buriedin Mrs.
Lee' sflower garden.

After the war, the government kept burying
peopleontheestate— usually soldierswho hac
nooneto bury them. Intheearly days, Arlington
was a pauper’s graveyard. Our guide told usiit
wasn't until the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
was built that the graveyard became a national
shrine.

Therearethreesoldiersburied inthetomb —
oneeachfromWorldWar I, WorldWar | andthe
Korean Conflict. A fourth soldier fromthe Viet-
namWar wasdisinterredin 1998 and identified.
Hisremainswerereturned to hisfamily and are
now buried in St. Louis. The fourth crypt in the
Tomb will remain empty, most likely, because
with DNA testing there will never be another
unknown soldier.

Conversation reveals diplomacy history

A conversationwithHabibbenYahyaislike
acollegeseminar inthehistory of Mideast di-
plomacy.

Inhalf acentury of servicetohiscountry, Ben
Yahyahaslived through nearly theentire his-
tory of the present conflict. He has seen his
nation go from French colony to aprosperous
and egalitarian, mostly middle classexample
for therest of Africa.

Oncouchesandoverstuffedchairsinthere-
ception room at the Foreign Ministry, Ameri-
can editorslistentohisrecollections. Itisone
of thoseroomswhereyou seepicturesof heads
of state shaking hands, al gilt and marbleand
expensiverugs.

Andheremembersclearly theinitial United
NationsSecurity Council resolutioncallingfor
theworldtorecognizetwoindependent states
intheformer BritishprotectorateknownasPal -
estine

Recognitionof both I sragl and aPalestinian
statehasawaysbeen Tunisianpolicy, henoted,
though there hasbeen apriceto pay.

“In 1965,” he said, “(former President)
Habib Bourguibavisited Cairo to see (Egyp-
tian President Gamal) Nasser.... He advised
Arab countriesto accept the partition plan of
1947-48 and recognizelsrael.

“Our embassy in Cairo, sir, was burned
down. Our embassy in Lebanon was burned
down.Wewereready toquittheArab L eague.”

Intheyearssince, Mr. benYahyahasbeena
diplomat and bureaucrat, served as ambassa-
dor to the United States, been defense minis-
ter and, finally, foreign minister.

In recent years, he's hel ped negotiate an
opening with neighboring Libya, which has
accepted responsibility foritsterrorist pastand
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given up itsnuclear weapons program.

HeseesTunisiaasahistoricandfuturefriend
of theU.S.

“Our relations are very solid,” he says.
“They go back two centuries, to 1797.

“TheU.S.wasthefirst country torecognize
Tunisianindependent (in 1956). TheU.S. has
backed Tunisian independence.”

While his country has not endorsed the
Americaninvasionof Irag, itsstancehashbeen
moderate.

“Letmetell you,” theminister says, “ nobody
inTunisiashedany tearsfor SaddamHussein.”

Hesaid Tunisian President ZinebenAli sent
his prime minister to plead with Saddam to
leave Kuwait before the Gulf War. Last year,
Mr. ben Yahyawas the last outside diplomat
toseethedictator, urginghimtoabideby U.N.
Security Council resolutions.

“Tunisia's concern is the fate of the Iragi
people,” hesaid. “Wewouldliketoseelragas
a united country. The balkanization of Irag
would bedisastrousto theentireregion.”

HewishesAmericawould takeamore con-
stant roleinworld affairs.

“American history istobeinisolation, then
completely involved,” hesays. “ Theworldis
more complicated now than before the disso-
[ution of the Soviet Union....

“We know your country and the valuesin
which you believe. We don’t question your

motives — you are trying to help — but you
need aglobal approach.”

The minister bristles at the mention of the
official American line, which is that Tunisia
needsto quicken the pace of itsmovement to-
wardtruedemocracy. Sinceindependence, the
country has been ruled by a single party, and
two presidents, Bourguibaand benAli. There
is opposition, but the president won his last
election by 90 percent.

He said he had told Secretary of State Colin
Powell that Americahashad moretimetoevolve.

“You havehad 200 years,” hesaid. “We are
talkingabout only 15yearsof democratization.
Bepatientwith us.”

The government has been busy with eco-
nomicreformsand thedriveto modernize Tu-
nisia, hesaid. Democracy will come.

Still, he says, relations with the U.S. are
smooath.

“Thereisn’t any problem between the U.S.
and Tunisia,” he says, referring to the then-
pending visit to Washington by President ber
Ali. “Wewill betalking about the problems of
others.”

Whileterrorismhasnot beenmuch of aprob-
lem in Tunisia, where government buildings
are open and lightly guarded, agroup alignec
withal Qaidadidattack oneof theworld’sol d-
est synagogues in Jerba, an island south of
Tunis.

Tunisianstook that asaninsult, theminister
said.

“It isasymbol of our tolerance,” he said.
“That toleranceis an ingredient we need all
over the world. We are talking about a more
humaneapproachtothereuniting of all thesons
of Abraham.”
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