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from our viewpoint...

They are at it again,
rural cities may lose

It’s fashionable for politicians to say they care about rural
America. It'sfashionablefor politiciansto say they aregoing to
do something for rural America.

But in truth, hardly anyone in Washington or Topeka knows
what goes on out here. There are not very many of usany more,
and they have never been here.

Washington givesanodtorural Americanow andthen, mostly
when the Farm Bill is up. But the Department of Agricultureis
moreabout welfareand citiesthesedaysthanitisabout farming.

InWashington, they passlawsall thetime, one-size-fits-al laws
that mightwork incities(thoughit’sdoubtful) andjust messthings
up in rural areas. Now we have the Helping America Vote Act,
passed after the ballot-counting fiasco in Floridafour years ago.

Thevoting act strikesout at somereal problems, but it grew to
includecomprehensivefederal standardswhichjustwon'tfitru-
ral America. It will centralize voting and may well mean theend
of democracy insmall townsall over the country.

Naw, they wouldn’t do that.

Sure.

Hel ping AmericaVote may havestarted out asagoodidea, but
that wasbeforeall thespecial interestsand pressuregroupsgot a
hold of it. Aspassed, it requires all voting placesto bein build-
ingswhichmeet standardsof theAmericansWith DisabilitiesAct.
All polling placesmust have fancy new touch-screen voting de-
vicesto help handicapped peoplevote.

Neither requirement has much to do with the problem the law
started out to solve, but now that therearefederal standards, they
haveto bepolitically correct.

ButtherearenoADA-compliant buildingsinmost small towns.
Theeconomy isso bad, no onehasbuilt any new buildings. And
rural counties can’t afford more than one of those touch-screen
computers, whichmay cost $10,000 eachand haven'treally been
invented yet anyway.

The government may put up some money to buy them and the
state may put up some money, though it hasnone. And the coun-
tiesmay just get stuck withthebill. Noonehasany money tomake
80-year-old buildingsaccessible.

Theresult: There may never be another local electionin most
smallertownsacrossrural Kansas. All pollswill beinthe county
seat. If you can’t drivein, you'll have to vote an advance ballot
by mail.

Soacitizen of Jenningsor Almenaor Norcatur, tovoteinacity
election, will haveto drive 20 milesor moreto another city. It’s
aready happened in Sherman County, where citizens of Kano-
rado havetodrive 17 milesto Goodlandto voteintheir city el ec-
tion.

How longwill city government surviveinsmall townsafter this?

Thescary thing is, state and county officials have rolled over
and just accepted this dictate from Washington. Not one county
sofar hassaid, “ Takeyour fancy machinesand your federal money
andjust stick’em.”

No state has stood up and said, “Our small towns are impor-
tant, too, and wedon’'t want to seethemdie.”

No one planned to put an end to small-town elections. But in
Topeka and Washington, no one knows where these towns are,
though some of them may havebeenraisedin one. Worseyet, no
one cares much what happensto them.

It's collateral damage from another good ideagonewrong. —
Seve Haynes
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Forgiveness isn't easy; | need practice

| don’t know about you, but I’ vebeenthink-
ing about forgiveness.

Forgivenesshasn’talwaysbeeneasy forme,
but I think I’m getting better at it. Or maybe
it'sjust that holding grudgesjust doesn’t seem
asimportant asit usedtobe. Lifeistoo short.

Yesterday | went out for alate lunch or an
early dinner. There weren't many carsin the
popular restaurant, but uponentering, | noticed
strangeactivity inside. Therewasevenapo-
liceman talking to some of theworkers.

Not many customers, and a strange atmo-
sphereprevailed.

My curiosity got the best of meand | asked
thewaitresswhat wasgoing on.

She kind of laughed and said, “ Silly kids.
They skippedout ontheir tab, but left their cell
phone on the table. And then they were even
stupid enough to call back to the phone. We
answeredandthey said, ‘ That’smy cell phone!
Whereisit? We said, ‘It'sin the restaurant
whereyou skipped out onyour dinner tab.’ The
caller quickly hungup. Butthenameisentered
inthe cell phone, so we know who it belongs
to.”

Shechuckled and | shook my head.

| watched the activity for awhile, wonder-
ing what theyoung peoplewould do. Thedin-
ner tab probably wasn'tthat big. Thekidsmay
have just decided to have alark, or maybe
they’ ddonethisbefore. | couldn't quitebelieve
they were hungry and had no money — not if
they owned acell phone. And | wondered how
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itwould all beresolved.

| wanted to believe they could just come
back totherestaurant, pay their bill andbefor-
given. That initself would have been humili-
ating enough for me.

| wanted to believe the humiliation would
teach them alife-changing lesson, but who
knows.

But | doubted, since the police were in-
volved, if that could happen.

| wondered if they would just abandon the
cell phone and tell their parentsit waslost. |
wondered if the policewould runit down and
visit thehome.

| don't know. I’ve alwaystried to liveso |
wouldn't haveto know theinner workings of
the crime-and-punishment system.

Something in mebegantofeel alittlesorry
for the kids. | hoped it was the most severe
crimethey’ dever commit. Buttheincidentdid
makemedo somethinking about forgiveness.

Here are some quotes | like from Above
three quotes from aworkshop Two Steps To-
ward aVictoriousMinistry by Dr. GeneWill-
iams:

1) Therewasawoman in Floridawho was

on anew magazine show.

Thewomanhad been raped, shotinthehead,
leftfor dead. Shelived, but wasblinded. When
asked if she hated the man, she said, “No. He
took one night of my life, and | refuseto give
him one more minute.” [Acceptance goes &
long way toward forgiveness. — LGT]

2) Someoneelseurges: “ Taketheinitiative:
forgive before being asked.” [That seems
healthy to metoo. — LGT]

3) “The price of getting even is more that
anyonecan afford to pay.”

Dr. Paul Faulkner in Making Things Right
Things Go Wrong: “Love letsthe past die. It
moves peopl eto anew beginning without set-
tling the past. Love does not haveto clear up
all past misunderstandings. The details of the
past become irrelevant. Only its new begin-
nings matter. Accounts may go unsettled -—
differencesremainunsolved—Iledgersremain
unbalanced. Conflicts between people’s
memories of how things happened are not
cleared up. The past stays muddied. Only the
future matters.

“Love spower doesnot makefussy histori-
ans. Lovepreferstotuck thelooseendsof past
wrongs into the bosom of forgiveness and
pushesusinto anew start.”

Forgivenesscan heal.

| hopetheyoung peoplewill haveachange
to be on the receiving end of forgiveness. It
would probably touch them deeper than pun-
ishment will.

Meth Prevention program needs our support

TotheEditor:

About fivemonthsago, theK ansasM etham-
phetamine Prevention Project wasnotified by
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration, one of the prevention
program’ stwo money sources, that itwould not
continuefunding the project. Project staff be-
ganto aert Kansascommunities, media, fed-
eral legislatorsand regional prevention center
staff of theloss.

The Kansas delegation in Washington has
been in contact with the methamphetamine
preventionprogram, expressingtheir concerns
for the future of this project. Rep. Dennis
Moore wrote a personal letter to Tommy Th-
ompson, secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices, in support of the project. The staffs of
Reps. Jerry Moran and Jim Ryun have
scrambled to providethe project withideasto
find other money sources.

In December, Ward L oyd, state representa-
tive from Garden City and chairman of the
Joint Committee on Correction and Juvenile
Justice, recommended the state fund the
project. However, acommitteerecommenda-
tion does not guarantee money. The Kansas
Meth Prevention Project needs the public to
contact their tsate legislators as soon as pos-
sibletovoicesupport for thecommittee' srec-
ommendation.

The project has achieved agreat dedl in its
missiontoraiseawarenessand counteractille-
gal drugusein our stateand Goodland aswell.
| personally handed out several educational

from our
readers

® to the editor

videokitsat the Sherman County Ag show, pro-
vided by the prevention project. Furthermore,
35 communities received 1,000 anhydrous
ammoniatank tamper tags, including thosein
Thomas, Cheyenne and Wallace counties.

The meth prevention project has awarded
mini-grants to 42 Kansas cities, and half of
thesehaveimplemented meth preventionpro-
grams or Drug-Endangered Children Pro-
grams. A survey showed that 60 percent of
Kansascountieswerepresent at meth preven-
tionworkshops.

Cris Lovington, our Sherman County rep-
resentative, has attended four of these work-
shopswithinthelast 18 months. Shehasimple-
mented the knowledge gained from these
workshops, not only at Goodland High School
and drug prevention programs, but in other
areas of northwest Kansas.

TheKansasprevention project isimportant
because meth costs our state $23 million per
year in law enforcement, incarceration and
treatment expenses. John Trembley, state di-
rector of community corrections, sharedafew
statistics to help me understand the impact
meth ishaving on our communities.

Around 90 people from northwest Kansas

have gone through ameth treatment program
since it began 18 months ago. From July to
March, 58 peoplereceivedtreatment. Theitem-
ized break down of their expenses includes:
$45,000 meth treatment; $20,000 drug testing
supplies; $15,600 surveillance; and $110,000
contractual (includestwo counsel ors $48,00C
and evaluations)

Thetotal amountsto$190,000withinashort
eight months. Given these enormous costs,
money for prevention programslikethe Kan-
sasmeth project ismoreimportant than ever.

The project has served communities that
havehad|otsof successinfightingtheproduc-
tion and use of meth. The benefitsinclude an
increase in public awareness, more arrests,
better community safety and improved col-
laboration between law enforcement, busi-
nesses, citizens and neighborhood watch
groups.

Asaresult of theprevention project, our Wal-
Mart hasenrolledinthe Retail Watch Program
tojointheeffort infighting the meth problem.

| hopel havesparked aninterestand givene
brief explanation of the Kansas M ethamphet-
amine Prevention Project.

Parents, teachers, organi zationsand citi zens
of Goodland and surrounding communities,
pleasewriteal etter or sendane-mail toour state
Legislators in support of the money for the
project

Judy McKee, coordinator

Neighborhood Watch of Sherman County

Goodland
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