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‘Gooney Bird’ pilot towed gliders to France

Byron*“Coke” Myersflew para-
troopersinto combat, towing their
defenseless gliders across
the English Channel dur-
ingtheD-Dayinvasion,on
into Franceand eventually
acrossthe Rhineinto Ger-
many itself.

Piloting alumbering C-
47 “Gooney Bird” trans-
port, Myers made five
combat missions hauling
paratroopers.

Thelist readslikearall
call of major battles in Europe:
Normandy, Holland, theBulgeand

' Myers

the assault acrossthe Rhine.

Thetransportsand gliderswere
aconstant target of Ger-
man antiaircraft fire
said Myers.

Although enemy
fighterswereathreat, he
said they had pretty
good cover from allied
fighers.

Myers, a lifelong
Goodland resident,
served in the Air Air
Corps from September
1942 to September 1946, leaving
the service with the rank of cap-

matters of record

Goodland Police
Thefollowing crimes have been
reported to the Goodland Police
Department:

April 13— Gloria S. Smith re-
ported thetheft of abicycle, valued
at $120, takenfrom825W. Hwy. 24.

BrianK. Scottwasarrestedat 528
E. 14th St. on a bench warrant for
failure to comply. Hewas charged
N municipal court.

April 14— RonaldR. Thompson
reported the theft of prescription
medication, valued at $7, from a
mailbox at 921 MainAve.

April 17— DouglasA. Bauman,
of Topeka, was arrested at Exit 17
on|-70for drivingwithasuspended
license, driving while a habitual
violator and speeding. He was
charged in municipal court.

April 18— Truman Coffmanre-
ported $120 in criminal damageto
atireat 1612 Center Ave.

Steve M. Schmidt, of Hays, re-
ported an estimated $160 in crimi-
nal damageto atireat 1512 Center
Ave.

Brenda Dilka, of Akron, Colo.,
reported an estimated $120 in
criminal damage to atire at 1512
Center Ave.

Jason D. Peterson reported the
theft of a 1997 Mitsibushi from
1526 Cherry Ave. Thevehiclewas
later recovered.

Ashleigh Flodin reported the
theft of askateboard ramp, valued
at $25, from theyard at 1104 Cen-
ter Ave.

Lisal.Carsonreported battery at
910W. 17th St. Billy H. Carsonwas
arrested; charges are pending in
municipal court.
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You receive two free passes to see

Scooby Doo 2
PG - 13

Sherman
1203 MAIN — Phone 899-6103

Present Ticket at Box Office
Tickets are Non-Transferable

Sunday, April 25

Adults - $10

Goodland High School Auditorium
1209 Cherry, Goodland, Kan.
Students - $5

2 p.m. (Mountain)

WPAA season pass
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Myerstrained asaC-47 transport
pilot at BrooksArmy Air Field near
SanAntonio, Texas.

TheC-47wastheArmy’sversion
of theDC-3, atwo-engined general
purposetransport planefirst builtto
servetheairlineindustry in 1936.

In Texas, Myers trained to tow
gliders and drop paratroopers.
L ater, he was assigned to the 93rd
Squadron of the 439th Troop Car-
rier Group, and he served with the
unit until discharged.

Hesaid hisoutfit spent 18 months
overseas, hinein England and nine

in France.

Myerssaid three of theglider pi-
lotsin his squadron got their pre-
glidertrainingwiththe229th Glider
Training Detachmentin Goodland.

Myerssaid heparticipatedinfive
missions towing gliders. The first
was on D-Day, when he towed a
British-made Horsaglider.

Myerssaid hemadetwomissions
into Holland during “Operation
Market Garden” and one to
Bastogne during the Battle of the
Bulge. Inthat mission, theglider he
towed was flown by a pilot named
Andexwhowasoneof threetrained

in Goodland. Myers said 26 of the
50glidersgoinginto Bastognewere
shotdown, butAndex’ swasnot one
of them.
Myerssaid hislast glider mission
was the airborne crossing of the
RhineRiver near Wesel, Germany.
Hetowedtwoglidersat onetimefor
that mission. He said between the
fiveglider missions, heflewinsup-
port of all three airborne divisions
in the European Theater of Opera-
tions: the 101st, 82nd and 17th.
Myerssaidwhen hisunit wasnot
performing glider missions, they
mostly flew resupply and medical

evacuationsmissionsfor the Thirc
Army.

Another coincidence Myers ex-
perienced relating to the training
detachment in Goodland was that
the commanding officer at Brooks
FieldwasCol. StantanT. Smith Sr.,
whose son commanded the 229th
for ashorttime.

Myerssaidthecolonel occasion-
ally asked him about Goodland.

Myers is a member of the
Goodland post of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. — Greg Stover

Goodland part of glider training
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went to work for First National
Bank. Richard diedin 1987.
Spencer said she and her friends
used to and watch the glidersland
in the fields around Goodland.
Later, she went to California to
work for Lockheed Aircraft as an
office clerk then returned to
Goodland when thewar ended.

The High Plains Museum has a
small display, with some photo-
graphs, describing thehistory of the
229th. A model of a CG-4A glider
is part of the display, provided by
Darick Leiker of High PlainsOffice
Supply.

Saturday a patriotic celebration
will beheld inthe Veterans of For-
eign Wars Hall, 824 Main Ave.,
startingat 11a.m. Theprogramwill

oy, ¥

4222.
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Pins on sale!

The pins are $349 each and are available at

The Goodland Star-News office, 1205 Main.
They can be purchased wholesale through
the Sherman County Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau office at 890-3515 or 888-824-

Pins are on sale at both Sinclair stations, Knott
Just Books, Goodland Regional Medical Center
Hospital Auxiliary gift shop, KOA Kampground,
Bowmans Heating and Air Conditioning and at
The Total Look beauty shop.

1205 Main, Goodland, Kan. 67735

Special color
souvenir pins
featuring the giant
Vincent van Gogh
sunflower painting
on the big easel in
Goodland are now
on sale.
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tonight!

include a display of World War |1
memorabilia, ajitterbug demon-
stration, a panel discussion, an
applepiebake-off anda“ Rosiethe
Riveter” |ook-a-like contest.
At2p.m. Sunday, Stardust, avo-
cal triowhosingand dancetothehit
music of the 1920s through the
1950s, will be performing at the
high school auditorium. Ticketsare

$10for adultsand $5for studentsat
thedoor. Western PlainsArtsA sso-
ciation season passes will be hon-
ored.

TheCarnegieArtsCenter, 120W.
12th St., will stay openanextrahour
Sunday so those visiters to Good-
land attending the performance
have time to seethe* Produce for
Victory” exhibit.

DOING ALLYOU CAN?

Hosted by:

The Goodland
Arts Council

Saturday, April 24
V.E.W.Hall
11 a.m.to 4 p.m.

11 a.m.~1 p.m. : Lunch served

by Ladies Buxiliary

« 1:30: World War || Memories—
Panel Discussion

v 1 p.m.—Jitterbug
demonstrations

+ 3 p.m.—Rosie The Riveter
Look Alike Contest

» 315 pm.—Apple Pie Bake-ofi

» [Bring World War |
memorabilia to display that
day. Tables and registration
will be set up for items.

Don't darget to vesit the Produce For V
Tuesday-Fnday, 10 &m. fo 5 pm., Saturday, Sunday & Monday, 1to4 p.m

chory exhibet at the Camege Arts Cerler

Shop Burlington

for all your needs

This spot could
be yours

Call Anne
at 785-899-2338
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Wide array of home
decor and gifts
=Willow Tree
=Village Candle
=Hello Kitty
=Camille Beckman
=Republic of Tea
353 14th Street,
Burlington, Co

" William’s Eloral (]

& Garden Center

Authorized Ferti-lome Dealer
Complete line of Ferti-lome
starter mix "‘g o
eHouseplants ¢
<Bedding plants

=Garden supplies =
<Fresh cut flowers

242 S. 9th
Burlington, Co.

719-346-9535

The Feed Bunk

Your authorized dealer
for Barenburg Irrigated
Grasses

“Forage For Profit”
and now carrying
High Plains Brand
Sorghum-Sundangrass

and Annual Forages
1847 Rose Ave.,
Burlington, Co.
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Your Total
Scrapbooking Store
Hundreds of papers, stickers &
accessories. Many albums to
choose from.

337 14th Street,
Burlington, Co.
719-346-5538 1-800-247-9081

New Arrivals weekly
J

AN 719-346-4658 VAN \_719-346-5220 or 800-428-7560) \
Bras for petite ) N~ N ( Y h C
ome see our
to full figure Memory 3 E Health Essentials scrapbooking corner
Playtex, Olga, T Errington & Errington y .
Vanity Fair Lane ) ringu for all your
Park Place Interior Design scrapbooking
'A. E ’ 1 hour film developing Interior Design & <Floorin accessories
. S Digital services Specialty Floral A gt Chocolat c )
Men & Women'’s 1 Pri ializing i i eGourme ocolate m r
Men & Women's Y Prints to CDs Specializing in all your design Naturdl PoR& Witarrins _ ompute
_ =Memory cards n_eeds Massage Therapy, «Gift Items Central, Inc.
Levi, LUCk_y,_ : -Printing Dlgltal piCtUreS =Space p|ann|n9 Acupuncture & More Superior Flooring & 367 14th Street
Tommy Hilfiger 1988 Rose Avenue «Custom floral arrangements N Burlington, Co.
| : «Specials on window Natural Living Cottage Rugs 719-346-5177
397 14th Street, f Burlington, Co. 80807 treatment & wall coverings & Wellness Center 360 14th Street, Burlington, Co.
Burlington, Co £ 719-346-7627 524 15th St., Burlington, Co. | |314 14th Street, Burlington, Co. 719-346-7579 y . or sh
\719-346-8459 )L Roy & Jeanie Walters JAN 719-346-4626 AN 719-346-4681 JAN Dan & Myrna Troyer )L our one Stop computer snop )




