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from our viewpoint...

Photos a question
of public focus

Thebig story this past week wasthe rel ease of photos of flag-
draped caskets bringing American dead back from Irag, and the
Pentagon’s outrage at having the photos published on the Inter-
net andin the Seattle Times.

Pentagon officials said the photos should not have been re-
leased, and pressured adefensecontractor tofirethewomanwho
shot thephoto in Kuwait.

Publishing of dozensof photosof Americanwar dead arriving
at military mortuary at Dover Air Force base on a web site
prompted the Pentagon to order that no more photosberel eased.

Making afuss about the photos has blown a small incident up
into abig story, but the real question iswhether these photos are
legitimatenewsor arebeing usedtofurther somepolitical purpose.

The Pentagon would have the American people believe keep-
ing the photosunder wrapsisaway to protect thefamiliesof the
men and women who havediedin Iraqg.

Peoplekeep sayingthereisnosimilarity betweenlragand Viet-
nam, but those of uswho lived through the Vietnam War remem-
ber watching thelong linesof flag-draped caseswhicharrived at
TravisAir Force Base. Thiswent on for about 10 years as over
50,000 men came home on those planes.

ThePentagon ruleforbidding thistypeof photowasimplemented
during the Gulf War, but even then there were some flag-draped
photospublished. Of course, wedid not havemany deadinthat short
war, so therewas not enough timefor the policy to be questioned.

We find ourselvesin the second year of violencein Irag, and
everyonehasagreedwewill betherewel | beyondtheend of June,
whenthe new Iragi government i s supposed to assume power.

To usthereisnothing unwarranted or undignified about these
photos, and they areapart of the business of war.

“Weneed to stop hiding thedeathsof our young; weneedtobe
open about their deaths,” said Jane Bright of West Hills, Calif.,
whose son Evan Ashcraft, 24, waskilledin Irag.

The woman who took the photo in Kuwait said she agreed to
alow it to be published to show family members how carefully
andrespectfully thecasketsarehandl ed asthey arebrought home.

War brings casualties, and asAmericanswe should be able to
facethereality without having military official shide photosun-
der the guise of protecting thefamilies of thosewho have died.

Rep. Jm McDermott (D-Wash.) said, “ Thisisnot about privacy.
Thisisabout tryingtokeepthecountry fromfacingtheredlity of war.”

Thiswould not be as big astory if the Pentagon had wisely al-
lowed it to bubbleto the surface without any comment or pressure
toget someonefired. Itwould havedidback intothemorassof war
coverageshowing our troopsbeing shot at and blown up by suicide
bombers, which resultsin more planeswith flag-draped caskets.

The United Methodist Church was nearly full Saturday as
peoplegatheredtoremember Merlyn Stasser and recal | themany
wonderful thingshe did to make ussmile.

Everyone who spoke Saturday mentioned his smile, and his
obvious enjoyment of life and the people he worked with. We
know anytimewewerearound him, whether at thebank at aboard
meeting or at aGoodland Ambassador’ sfunction, healwayshad
asmileand an enjoyable outlook.

Wewill misshim, and know aswego through thenext year we
will keepturning aroundto seewhereheis. Webelieveheislook-
ing down and watching to be sure things keep going in theright
direction. We hope his arrival had some influence on the won-
derful rainswereceived last week. — Tom Betz
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Mother Nature gets giddy in spring

They really should call spring the silly sea-
son.

| know that termisusually reserved for the
legislative session, but Mother Nature gets
downright giddy during the spring.

Easter wassunny and cool, but flowerswere
popping out all over the place.

Infront of my house, thedaffodils| planted
along awall were al in bloom and the tulips
were budded.

Theforsythiawasfitfully blooming and the
crocuseswere past their prime.

It wasreally abeautiful day. Steve mowed
theyard and we enjoyed the cool sunshine.

Thenwehadtogotowork. Weawayswork
on Sundays. Usually, we go in late and work
until midnight or so.

At 12:10 am. Monday morning, | stepped
out into the darkness and spotted thefirst few
tentative snowflakes.

With the drought we have been having, all
moisture is welcome and | remembered the

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

snowstormwehad six or eight yearsagowhen
they almost had to cancel prom becausethere
was such abad storm aday or two before the
big event.

However, | wasprayingfor asnowstormthat
would melt quickly — like right away, so |
wouldn’t have to deal with bad roads on the
way towork the next day.

The next morning, | awoke to about six
inchesof snow ontheback deck. Theornamen-
tal pear tree, which had been in full bloom,
hung heavy with snow on its branches and
flowers. Thetulips, which had been ready to
open, were clamped tightly shut.

| wasmorethananhour lategettingtowork.

Theroadswereicy, and | decided to givethe
plowsalittletimeto dotheir work.

Theday warmed up, likeit was supposed tc
do, and Tuesday wasbeautiful. By Wednesday,
temperatureswere back up in the 70s and 80s
andthesnow wasa most gone. Eventhetulips
had consented to open up and show off their
beauty.

Wednesday night, we got home from work
early and cooked outsideonthegrill. Thenwe
washed off the picnictableand ate outsideun-
der our gloriously blossom-filled pear tree. |
had really worried that the cold snap would
cause all those beautiful blossomsto fall off.

Sittingthereastheperfumeof thetreedrifted
by and the cats took turns dlipping in and out
of thehouse, | know | loved springand | loved
Kansas.

However, | waswonderingif someonedidn't
need to give Mother Nature a Prozac. She
seemsalittle confused. Ohwell, maybe she's
blonde, too.

| like your paper, but can't see to read It

TotheEditor:

Thank youfor sending TheStar-News. | like |

itvery much, butl’munabletoreaditanymore
with onegood eye.

| can'tgotoany of thedoingsadvertised,and |~ =

| can’'tdrivelikel didfor yearsin Goodland.

Salinaisareal niceplacetolive. | livehere
with my daughter Karen and granddaughter
Erin.

They talk about going back to Goodland.

| will probably end up inanursing homeor
retirement center.

Our best toyou.

Mildred E. Tippery

Salina

TotheEditor:

Thank yousomuchfor bringingthe Tasteof
Home Cooking School to Goodland.

| really enjoyed it and learned alot! | made
several of therecipiesfor my family this past
weekend.

| won a gift bag from the Craft Peddler in
Brewster, filled with Wilton Products. | can’t
wait to usethem!

Mary LouHansen

where to write

from our
readers

® to the editor

Goodland

Tothe Editor:

In the Letters to the Editor columnin The
Kansas City Star, Sunday, April 4, Jim
McDowell, who interviewed college faculty
and administrators, statedthat toaperson, they
told him verbal and communication skills of
incoming freshman have been declining for
years.

He quoted one department head as saying,
“it isone of the most serious problemsfacing
education today.”

Well done, Jim!

| would like to make someadditional com-
ments. Onecolumnist/collegeprofessor stated
inoneof hiscolumnsthat fromtheevaluations
of many sources, that acentury ago the aver-
age person with asixth grade education knew

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 L ongworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767

and understood more English words and hac
better grammar than the average college stu-
dent of today.

University of Kansas provost David
Shulenburger, in an article in the Lawrence
Journal World, April 28, 2003, was quoted as
saying “there hasn’t been afocusonwriting.”

Aneducationdepartment professor used the
word“atrocious’ to meto describethewriting
of hisdoctoral candidates.

When | graduated from college, it wasre-
quired that students pass a written language
competency exam.

Recently, | asked about 100 studentsof high
school or collegeagetocorrect every grammar
mistakeinthisfiveword sentence* Hesuredic
real good.”

Five were ableto get it completely correct
and three could not even pick out the subject
andverb. Canyou correct every mistake?

You would hope with all the education
moeny being sought today, that the product
would be better.

LeoV.Kerwin

Wellsville

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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