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Consultant firm changes on grant project

Sherman County hasreceived agrant to
hel p plan anemergency responseprogram,
and Friday commissionersweretoldthere
had been achangein the consulting firm.

Mary Messamore, head of central dis-
patch and emergency management, told
commissioners the first consulting firm
from Lawrence had withdrawn their con-
tract, and she had been ableto find are-
placement from Missouri.

She was to meet with a representative
later Friday. Messamore said there were
thingsintheproposed contract that County
Attorney Bonnie Selby did not like, and
several the state wanted changed.

Shesaidthe$26,865 stategrantistohelp
the county do an analysisto devel op emer-
gency plans, and there is ho matching
money from the county.

The problemisthework is supposed to
becompl eted by June30. M essamoreasked
for permission to negotiate with the con-
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sultant to get changesinthecontract to sat-
isfy both the state and the county attorney.

She said the changes are mostly in
phrases in the contract which need to be
clarified. She said the representative told
her hisfirmwaswillingtowork with her to
get thecontract signed and thework under-
way.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure made a
motion to approve the contract on the ba-
sisitwill be changed, and it passed unani-
mously.

Messamore said all three post officesin
the county had refused to buy stormradios
to help with the* StormReady” project.

“Lookslikethisisapass-the-buck type
deal,” Commissioner Tiede said.

“1 would think since it is federal, they
would take careof this,” Rasuresaid.

“The postmasters said they do not have
money forthis,” Messamoresaid, “ andthey
said the postal employees and customers

are Sherman County residents.”

The commissioners agreed to give her
permissionto purchasethethreestormra
diosfor the post offices. Thisis one of re-
guirements for getting Sherman County
designated as StormReady.

M essamore then asked for a closed ses-
sion to discuss employee evaluations. It
lasted five minutes.

At the end of the meeting, the commis-
sioners made a motion to raise dispatcher
Jason Showalter’shourly wagefrom $7.50
to $9.23, and dispatcher Crissy Conger
from$9t0$9.45. Conger hasreturned from
maternity leave.

In other business, the commissioners:

« Discussed aproposal for twonew trash
trailersfrom Wilkens Truck and Trailer to
replace the two being used to haul trash to
the landfill. The commissioners said they
would makeadecision onthisat the meet-
ing on Tuesday. Art Wilkenssuggested the

county look at buying 50- or 53-foot trail-
ersto replace the 45-foot and 48-foot one
they now have. These are walking floor
trailers, he said. Curt Way, public works
manager, was asked if the larger trailers
would fit in the transfer station. He said
whenthey usethe48-foot trailer, they can’t
close the door now. He said the 50-foot
trailerwouldfit but hewasn’t sureabout the
53 footer, and they would check this out
before the next meeting.

» Approved an adjustment to property
taxes for Westside A partments for $6,100
for the year 2002. The commissioners
signedthechangeunder protest. Last year,
Assessor Terry Ballard said he had been
told heoverval ued the apartment complex
when hisdecisionwasappealedtothestate.
The state dropped the value from over $1
million to about $300,000, he said.

» Talked about bids for anew fire truck
for Kanorado. Rasure said Jay Pettibone,

Kanorado firechief, had given himthe pa-
pers on one bid and one financing option,
but that therewasat | east onemorebid. The
commissioners said they would table this
until they could review all the bids and fi-
nancing options. Rasuresaid thelow bid on
the cab and chassiswasfrom Dan Brenner
Ford, and that thefinancing waswith alo-
cal bank. The item was to be put on the
agendafor Tuesday.

« Approved acontract for the Sunflower
Spinnersto use the fairgrounds for a spe-
cial tractor pull.

» Approved a special emergency agree-
ment with the Good Samaritan Center to
provide a county water truck in an emer-
gency situation to provide non-drinking
water for the center. Thisis a stand-by
agreement to provide water to the Good
Samaritan Center in case of an emergency
to handle aneed for anything other than
drinking.
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‘Remember Pearl| Harbor’

WOMEN, from Page 1

try something new.”

Ascarpenters, Pelster and Frasier
stand out — they are the only two
women in aclassof 15— but they
don’t stand out asmuch now asthey
did in the beginning, when the 13
menintheclasshadtotest outanew
situation.

“They hadtofeel outthewaters,”
Frasier said, “ butthey’ reusedtous
now.”

Frasier said the way she dressed
thefirst day didn’t convinceanyone
she belonged in the program.

“Thefirstday | wasn'texactlyin
carpentry clothes,” shesaid.“They
thought | wasinthewrong class.”

Both women have settled in as
part of the class, but for Pelster, it
wasn’t an entirely new situation.

Having grown up on a cattle
ranch near Ordway, Colo., Pelster,
who worked alongside her father
and brothers, was not new to a
mostly maleenvironment. And she
doesn’t put limits on herself as a
woman.

“There was never atime when |
didn’tfeel likel wascapableof do-
ing something because | was afe-
male,” she said on the scholarship
application, “and | still don't.”

Pelster said she helped her dad
take care of the buildings on the
ranch, worked at a lumber yard
when she was in high school and
spent asummer remodeling.

But when she went to college,
Pel ster took her careerinadifferent
direction, majoring in health pro-
motionsand minoringinleadership
at theUniversity of Southern Colo-
radoin Pueblo.

“1 graduated in 2001, then went
toafour-year university and didn’t
likeit,” shesaid, “so| camehere.”

She said she knew about the
hands-on learning environment at
the Goodland college because her
brother took the engineering pro-

gram 10 years ago. Carpentry
seemsto beagood fit for her.

“Ilikeit,” Pelster said. “ It'svery
enjoyable. The people have been
great. It'sagood experience.”

Frasier started on adifferent ca-
reer pathaswell. Shewasinterested
in graphic arts but decided she
wanted something more active.

“| wasreally interested in archi-
tectureinhigh school,” shesaid. “I
was in graphic arts, but decided |
didn’'twanttobeinachair all day. |
decided | could dothissideand get
the same effect. | like to use my
hands.”

Originally from Sharon Springs,
shesaid shelivedin Manhattan for
ayear and Texas for two before
choosing the carpentry program.

She said the program hasbeen a
funexperienceand shehasenjoyed
theclassproject.

“I"'mreally excitedto seetheend
result,” she added.

Thehouse, aunique creation for
Goodlandwithitsroundwalls, will
beshown at an open house Sunday,
July 18, and will be sold at auction
Saturday, July 24. Frasier and
Pel ster said thestudentseachputin
their own ideas for the house, and
I nstructor Robert Woodrow put the
ideas together to come up with a
plan.

Pel ster plansto moveto southeast
Colorado when she completes the
programinJuly andtowork for one
of the contractors from her home
town for a couple of years to get
some experience. After that, she
would like to work in kitchen and
bath design for the company that
gave her her first job in their lum-
ber yard when shewas 16.

Frasier plansto get married in
July, aplan shemadebeforeshere-
alized she had scheduled the cer-
emony on her graduation day. She
said her fiancéisfrom Oakley and
they will live there after the wed-
ding.

Bonds approved

BONDS, from Page 1

sales, would be paid from.

Precht said it would come out of
thecost of i ssuanceaccount, andthe
other checks would be paid out of
the project fund.

Precht said if the remaining
bonds are not sold, the current fi-
nancial arrangement with
Bankwest will betaken off thelist.
The hospital owes $178,639 to

Golden

Bankwest for leased equipment.
Precht saidthehospital will beable
to meet thisobligationif the bonds
arenot sold, but hesaiditwould be
better if they were able to sell the
full $1.9 million.

The commissioners made amo-
tion to approve the several resolu-
tions dealing with the bonds, and
gave Chairman Mitch Tiede ap-
proval tosignthefinal paperswhen
they arrived Friday afternoon.
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High school freshman Michael Smith sang a patriotic song dur-
ing Sunday’s musical tribute to America’s effort in World War Il

at the Wheat Ridge Acres Retirement Community. About 90
Photo by Greg Stover/ The Star-News

people enjoyed the program.

Questions raised about county purchases

PURCHASE, from Page 1

said. “Last year, the county spent
$67,000 out of the area for office
supplies. | knowitall can’t bedone
here, but | wonder if we are being

corrections

A story inthe April 20 editon of
The Goodland Star-News incor-
rectly saidthat thehousewherea$St.
Francis man, Roger Curry, shot
himself wasoccupi ed by hisformer
girlfriend. The shooting occured at
the rural Sherman County home
wherethevictimlived. Thiswasan
editing error.
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The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
should befair and factual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Chiroprarctic Clinic

1002 Broadway

(Corner of 10th and Broadway)

Goodland, Kansas

*FREE*

Consultation - Examination & X-ray studies

(Mention or bring this ad when making your appointment and all charges for
consultation - Examination and any necessary X-rays will be waived. Expires May 31, 2004)

899-5522

Insurance Accepted - Medicare Provider - Payment plans for non-insurance cases

cavalier with our money.

“We need to be more conscious
about spending money inour Main
Street businesses. | amherebecause
they keep coming to me about this
issue, and do not want to comehere
becausethey areafraidthey will be
blackballed for complaining.”

“Weare availableif they have a
problem,” Tiedesaid.

“Can’'t get somethings here that
are needed, and they have to get
them shipped in,” Commissioner
Chuck Thomas said.

“l amnot askingthat every penny
be spent here, but it would begood
for economic development if we
could recapture even one third,”
Applegatesaid. “ That would mean
at least $100,000 moredoallarsinthe
county.”

“She'sright,” Rasure said. “We
need to make sure our departments

are doing what they can to buy in
our local businesses.”

“Thisis a question of holding
onto jobs,” Applegate said. “I
would ask the county to establisha
5 percent preferencefor local ven-
dors.”

“We don’t micro manage each
department,” Rasure said, “but we
need to makethem know thisisour
policy.

“Wehavestressedthisinthepast
with the department heads.”

“Thisisasimportant asanything
that we can do to help keep jobsin
our county,” Applegate said.

“We need to give thelocal busi-
nessesachance. | amafraid alot of
thisis habit buying, and that it has
been done this way for years. We
needtocheck every timerather than
just reorder fromthe sameplaceas
before.”

“| understand that,” Way said,
“but it is not an open checkbook
becauseit isthe county either. We
need to talk to the vendors if they
will work with us. We want to buy
local asmuchaspossibl e, but not at
any price.”

“Therearesomepersonality con-
flicts with some of the vendors,”
Tiedesaid. “Weneedtofind away
towork together.”

“All l amaskingisfor youtoask
them,” Applegate said.

“We agree, and we will send out
a memorandum about buying lo-
cally andespecially inquantity buy-
ing,” Tiede said. Rasure and Tho-
mas echoed their agreement.

Therewas no agreement about &
specific local preference level.
Applegate said she thought 5 per-
cent was sufficient and applaudec
Way for his10 percentlocal policy.
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«Balloons
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«Gift Baskets

12 - 5 p.m. Sundays
Closed Mondays

this year for

We have great gift ideas.

=Floral Arrangements
«FTD and Teleflora Products

8:30 - 5 p.m. Tuesday - Friday
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturdays

Get your Mom something special
Mother’s Day

Floral services not available on Sundays




