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competition.

Tractors, drivers demonstrate
their power at fair grounds

A pair of drivers (above) tried their hand at the tandem pull Sunday afternoon
atthe Sherman County Fair Grounds. Awoman competitor (left) drove a truck
down the track during the single competition. Curtis Duncan (above right),
Goodland’s morning radio personality, was one of the spectators enjoying the
Photos by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Confusing Atlantic 10 Football Conference needs overhaul

Although the 2004 collegefoot-
ball seasondoesn’t start for another
31/2months, I’ malready question-
ing some of the changes taking
place.

There are a lot of things that
bother meabout collegefootball at
the NCAA Division I-A level — |
can go on forever about that — but
thistimewhat sparked my irewasa
changeinDivision|-AA.

The Atlantic 10 Conference is
addingal2thteam, TowsonUniver-
sity, for the 2004 season. Most
peopleprobably consider thisanin-
significant change, buttomeitisan
example of several trends that tar-
nish theimage of collegefootball.

To start with, theAtlantic 10 Con-
ference already has 12 schools that
compete together in the majority of
intercollegiatesports. Four of themdo
not play football, whichisOK; about
athird of Division| schoolsdon't.

That leaves eight conference

bowling results

Happy Our
April 29

B & B Electric over Bowladium Lanes 3-1
Rasure Do It Center over KMA 3-1
Urban Designs over Miller’s Electric 4-0

High Handicap Game Individual:
Mark Sieck and Doug Minner 229

High Handicap Series Individual:
Jeff Badgett 622

High Handicap Game Team:
Urban Designs 826

High Handicap Series Team:
Urban Designs 2,367

League Standings:

1st. KMA 24-16
2nd Bowladium Lanes 23-17
3rd Rasure Do It Center 21-19

Urban Designs 21-19
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teamsfor football, almost ideal. In
an 11-game season every team can
play each other team and till play
four non-conference games. This
way, a true conference champion
will emergeat theend of theseason,
and theteams still have gamesthat
offer playersandfansopportunities
for new experiences.

However, thisis not how it is.
Only threeof theeight school splay
football intheAtlantic 10: Theuni-
versities of Massachusetts, Rhode
Island and Richmond. Two, Dug-
uesneand L aSalleuniversities, play
football inthe Metro Atlantic Ath-
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® greg’s gripes

letic Conference.

The University of
Dayton plays in the
Pioneer Football Lea
gueand Fordham Uni-
versity playsinthePa-
triot League. Temple
University’'s football
programisDivision|-
AandplaysintheBig East Confer-
ence.

My questioniswhy? The Metro
Atlantic Athletic Conference, Pio-
neer Football League and the Pa-
triotLeagueall play Divisionl-AA,
sowhy gotoadifferent conference
withthesamelevel of competition.

Yes, Templeplaysfootball at the
next level, but sincefootball isthe
only sport that divides Division |
schools, why not just transfer to a
conference, like the Big East, that
plays Division |-A football for the
other sportsaswell?

| understand the need for afoot-

ball-only conference like the Pio-
neer Football League for those
schools who have football pro-
gramsbut areinconferencesthat do
not sponsor football. What | don’t
understand iswhy Dayton playsin
the Pioneer League.

On the other hand, of the nine
schoolsthat play football only inthe
Atlantic 10, eight come from con-
ferences that do not sponsor foot-
ball, fivefromtheColonial Athletic
Association and three from the
America East Conference. The
other is Villanova University,
whichbelongstotheBigEastfor all
other sports.

Onesolutionto all thiswould be
to make seven of the eight schools
that play football intheAtlantic 10
stay there and trade Temple to the
Big East for Villanova. The eight
teams from the Colonial Athletic
Associationand AmericaEast Con-
ferencethat play football couldform
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their ownfootball-only conference.
| understand that it is officially the
Atlantic 10 Football Conference,
making it sound like a separate en-
tity, but that i san exercisein seman-
ticswhich doesn’t work.

Maybe al that istoo simple, but
itwould makethingseasier onfans
and administrators.

Another problem | see with the
Atlantic 10 adding Towson is that
the conferencewill have 12 teams,
which means to get a true cham-
pion, all 11 games must be against
conference opponents. It would be
OK if they did that, but they don’t.
Eachmember of theAtlantic 10will
play nineconferencegames, which
meansthereis a possibility of two
teams going undefeated in confer-
enceplay.

Conferences should be between
eight and 10 teams; that way each
team can play all the othersin the
conferenceand still havetwotofour
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Friday - High school track meet at Hays 3 p.m... (Ran-
som meet); Northwest Kansas Educational Service
Center Anthology Committee.

Saturday - Battle of the Bulldogs, benefit basketball
game at the Brewster High School. Meal from 5 to
6:30 p.m., game starts at 7 p.m.

Monday - 4-H meeting at Hunter Hall 7:30 p.m.

non-conferencegames, which| be-
lieve is an important part of the
spirit of collegefootball.

A conferencewithlessthaneight
teams runs the risk of their cham-
pionhavingalosingoverall record.
More than that, and all the teams
can't play each other.

Of course the Atlantic 10 could
divideitself intwo and haveacon-
ference championship game, but
that isabad idea, always has been
and always will be. The trend to-
wards making super conferences
with two divisions and having a
championship game appears to be
moreof adesirefor themoney than
determining atrue champion.

Keepingwhat | believeto bethe
truespirit of collegefootball intact
isalost cause in Division I-A, al-
though I’ 11 still complain about the
problemsthere. ButI’mgoingtotry
to keep them from spreading.
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May 5 - May 11

Thursday - Junior high track meet at Logan 9:30 a.m...
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