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from our viewpoint...

Choosing between
Bush and bin Laden

Bush or bin Laden?

That's one of the choices Americans will have to make
when they votethisfall.

There’'snodoubt if President Bushisturned out, it will be
avictory of sortsfor Osamabin Laden and hislike.

TheBushadministration haspursued Osamaintothehill
on the Afghan border. He's hemmed in, far from his one-
time military bases and training camps. The effectiveness
of al Qaidaisgreatly reduced fromfour yearsago.

If votersrepudiateBush, arethey repudiating hispolicies?

Democratswon't liketheanswer, but it’syes.

Four yearsago, theClintonadministrationwasdoinglittle,
if anything, to track down bin Laden and histribe. Clinton
handled al Qaidaandterrorismasa“law enforcement prob-
lem.” The administration put barriersin the way of track-
ingdownterrorists, includingtheinfamous” wall” separat-
ingthe FBI from foreignintelligence services.

It seasy to argue with Bush’smotives.

Detractorssay hewasfixated onlrag, that hewanted only
tofinish hisdaddy’swar. But he struck first at theterrorist
hideoutsinAfghani stan, and hecontinuesto pursueal Qaida
there.

In fact, the liberation of Afghanistan ought to be listed
among the administration’ sfinest accomplishments.

Iragismuchmoredifficulttodeal with. It'sacomplex so-
ciety wherewefacetrained and dedicated opposition from
many forces lined up against the United States. And the
wholeworldwouldliketoknow wheretheweaponsof mass
destruction went to.

While American troops were welcomed as liberators as
SaddamHusseinfell, thereare plenty of peoplewhowould
liketo see usleave Irag. Bin Laden surely isamong those,
but so are Saddam’ s supportersand ahost of others.

Terrorists are not dumb. They know we can’t stand the
sight of Americansbeing killed, maimed and mutilated.

They arelikely to kill asmany asthey can between now
and election day, hoping that a new administration will
changeAmerican policy and pull out of Irag.

It worked in Spain. It just might work against the United
States.

Isthat what we want?f we do not stand against interna-
tional terrorism, who will?

Thereareother issuesinthisel ection: Theeconomy, jobs,
big government, schools, you name it. Republicans and
Democrats can disagree over those.

Onforeign policy, weneed to be united against terrorists
andterrorist states. Pulling out or Iragandleaving thepeople
thereinthehandsof thosewho set bombsandkill bothtroops
and childrenisnot theanswer.

Changing presidentsisnot going to help uswinthiswar,
either inlrag or around theworld.

You can votefor Bush. Or vote, in effect, for bin Laden.
—SeveHaynes
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There Is a reason to pickup penny’s

| don’t know about you, but I still bend over
to pick up apenny when | seeone.

Many people don’t. I’ ve read that the gov-
ernmentisadvocating not making penniesany-
more; they cost more to make than they are
worth.

Youalwayshear theusua storiesof pennies
on the sidewalk being good luck, gifts from
angels, etc. Hereisanew twist by an unknown
author. Givesyou something to think about:

“Severa yearsago, afriend of mineand her
husband wereinvited to spend the weekend at
the husband’s employer’s home. My friend,
Arlene, was nervous about the weekend. The
bosswasvery wealthy, withafinehomeonthe
waterway, and carscosting morethan her house.

“Thefirst day and evening went well, and
Arlenewasdelightedtohavethisrareglimpse
into how thevery wealthy live. Thehusband's
employer was quite generous as a host, and
took themtothefinest restaurants. Arleneknew
she would never have the opportunity to in-
dulgeinthiskindof extravaganceagain, sowas
enjoying herself immensely.

“ Asthethree of them were about to enter an
exclusiverestaurant that evening, thebosswas
walking slightly ahead of Arleneand her hus-
band. He stopped suddenly, looking down on
the pavement for along, silent moment.

“Arlene wondered if she was supposed to
pass him. There was nothing on the ground
except asingle darkened penny that someone
had dropped, and afew cigarette butts. Still
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silent, themanreached downandpickedupthe
penny.

“Heheldit up and smiled, then putitin his
pocket asif hehadfound agreat treasure. How
absurd! What need did this man have for a
single penny? Why would he even take the
timeto stopand pick it up?

“Throughout dinner, theentirescenenagged
at her. Finally, shecouldstanditnolonger. She
causally mentionedthat her daughter oncehad
acoincaollection, and askedif thepenny hehad
found had been of somevalue.

“A smile crept across the man’sface as he
reachedinto hispocket for the penny and held
it out for her to see. She had seen many pen-
niesbefore! What wasthe point of this?

“‘Look atit.” Hesaid. ‘Read what it says.’
Shereadthewords' United Statesof America.’

“*No, not that; read further.’

“*Onecent?

“*No, keepreading.’

“‘InGodweTrust?

“‘Yes! And?

“Andif I trust in God, the name of God is
holy, even onacoin. Whenever | findacoin |
seethatinscription. Itiswrittenonevery single

United States coin, but we never seem to no-
ticeit! God drops a message right in front of
metelling metotrust Him? Who am | to pass
itby?When | seeacoin, | pray, | stopto seeif
my trust Isin God at that moment. | pick the
coin up asaresponseto God; that | dotrustin
Him. For ashorttime, at least, | cherishit asif
itweregold. | think itisGod sway of starting
aconversationwithme. Lucky for me, Godis
patient and penniesare plentiful!

“When | was out shopping today, | found a
penny onthesidewalk. | stopped and pickedit
up, and realized that | had been worrying and
fretting in my mind about things | cannot
change. | read the words, ‘In God We Trust,’
and hadtolaugh. Yes, God, | get themessage.

“It seemsthat | havebeenfindinganinordi-
natenumber of penniesinthelast few months,
but then, pennies are plentiful! And, God is
patient...”

My lifewouldn’t be worth apenny — or a
plug nickel — without God’ strustworthiness
and patience.

Aslong as my back permits, | will stoop to
pick up any coin, but now a special meaning
will be connected with the gift.

Happy Mother’'sDay!

(Lorna GT has compiled some of her col-
umnsinto book form. Please contact this pa-
per at < star-news@nwkansas.com> ifyouare
interested in purchasing one. Itis$24 for a
hardback book, whichincludespostage& han-
dling.)

Celebrating National Nurses Week

TotheEditor:

National NursesWeek isMay 6-12, ending |

on Florence Nightingale's birthday. Nurses
Week providesan opportunity to celebratethe

spirit of nursing and acknowledgethetireless | =

effortsof thesevital health professionals.

Therolenursesplay inthedelivery of health
care cannot be overestimated. Our facilities
rely on their training, experience and caring
nature every day and every night. | wouldlike
to recognize, applaud and encourage al the
nurses in the northwest Kansas area for the
work they do and thank themfor the contribu-
tion they maketo better the health care of the
commiunitiesthey serve.

DebbieHickman, RN

Director of Patient Care Services

Goodland Regional Medical Center

TotheEditor:

| thoroughly enjoyed the insert on Rural
Health Carein last weeks paper. My compli-
mentsfor themany well written articlesabout
the challenges rural hospitalsfacein the cur-
rent economy and the many servicesthey are
providingto stay viable.

| wasespecially interested becausel haveor
have had clinical privileges at every hospital
written about in your insert. | am a Certified
Registered NurseAnesthetist (CRNA), oneof
30,000intheUnited Statesand one of several
who provide anesthesiaservicesin our area.

CRNA s are advanced-practice nurses who
specidizeinanesthesia. Wewerethefirst spe-

from our
readers

® to the editor

ciaistsinanesthesia, beginning 120yearsago,
but we have been called “ the face behind the
mask” and“thebest kept secretinheathcare.”
Andeveninour rural areawhereweknow our
neighbors, | guesswestill are! | wasdismayed
as| read about all the servicesand profession-
aslisted by the hospitals that not one men-
tioned anesthesial

Several hospitals mentioned obstetrics.
CRNAsintheareaprovide, painrelief for la-
bor and delivery and are “on call” in case an
emergency C-sectionmust bedone. Other hos-
pitals mentioned the specialiststhat are com-
ing to our rural hospitals and what awonder-
ful advantagethat isfor us. For thosewhothat
come and do painful procedures or perform
surgery, how could that have been arrangedif
anesthesiawas not readily availableto them?

Emergency serviceswerementioned by sev-
eral hospitals and | salute the often unsung
heros who take their time to be trained and
serve to provide emergency care. However,
often when the ambulance arrives at the hos-
pital, oneof theproviderswhoiswaitingthere
isaCRNA caledinincasethereisaneed for
our particular skills. Sixty percent of the
30,000CRNAsinAmericaworkinrural heath

carein exactly the situations|’ ve mentioned.
They areanintegral part of our rural hospitals
stayingviable. Sincetheinsertdidn’t mention
them, | will;

Leon Nielson, Goodland and Colby.

Rick Abbot, WakK eeny, but also Oakley and
Norton.

Brad Wertz, of Quinter aswell asothers, in-
cluding CitizensMedical Center in Colby.

Gary Kliewer, Fort Morgan, Col orado, whao
also goesto Burlington and St. Francis.

Gary Bartel, Oberlin.

andmyself, for Cheyenne County Hospital,
RawlinsCounty Health Center, Dundy County
Hospital in Nebraska, and Kit Carson County
Hospital with privilegesat five others.

Between all of us, patientsin our rural ares
have expert anesthesia care available for ob-
stetrics, surgery, trauma, and pain manage-
ment. Maybenow, your readerswill recogni ze
“*thefacebehind themask” and hopefully the
“best kept secret in healthcare” isn't so secret
anymorel!

Kim Zweygardt CRNA

Moonlight Anesthesia PA

St. Francis

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel-
comes letters from readers. L etters should be type-
written, and must include a telephone number and
asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published.
Form letterswill berejected, aswill letters deemed
to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
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