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City to Install pitching machine outlet

Softballswill beflyingat Phillips
Park, thanks to city commission
approval Monday for installing an
electric outlet there.

Thegirlsfast-pitch team had re-
quested the outlet to allow them to
use a pitching machine when they
practice at the park.

Charles Bandel of the city elec-
tric crew estimated it would cost
about $80 to install. City Manager
RonPickmansaidtherehadbeenan
electricoutlet at Phillipsbefore, but
that it had been removed becauseit
had been smashed more than once.

The commission approved in-
stalling the outlet, but said that if it
is damaged it will not be replaced
by thecity.

The City/County Recreation
Commission recommended that
birthday parties at Steever Water

Park would be$40for two hoursfor
10 people. If therewere morethan
10, they would be charged regular
admission. The $40 would include
theuseof themeetingroomfor two
hours.

Commissioner Dave Daniels
asked Jason Hickson, head of the
recreation department, if he had
checkedwiththemotel stoseeif this
wasin competition with them.

Hickson said he had contacted
Buffalolnnandthey nolonger were
doing birthday parties because of
insurance liability. Hickson said a
Comfort Innspokespersonwasun-
sure whether that business would
continueto have birthday parties.

Ratesfor thewater park birthday
parties passed without aripple.

In other business the commis-
sion:

* Received aletter from the state
Department of Commerce saying
therequest for awaiver of the con-
flict of interest issue involving
Commissioner Chuck Lutters and
Aircraft Seal and Gasket has been
approved, with the understanding
that L utterswould continuetoleave
the meeting anytimethereisadis-
cussioninvolvingAircraft Seal and
Gasket. L uttersisplant manager for
thefirm.

» Read a proclamation designat-
ing the first week of May as Elks
Youth Week and commending the
Goodland Elks Lodge for their ef-
forts to serve and encourage the
youth of the community. The Elks
provide scholarships, the annual
Hoop Shoot competition, sponsor
youth teams in soccer, basketball
and softball, donateto the Boy and

travel to Mars.

By Greg Stover

Kristen Dutton (left), a seventh-grader at Grant Junior High, assisted Daniel Bateman, of the
Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center, in demonstrating how a space flight from Earth would
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Junior high gets space briefing

after take off.
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About 85 seventh-graders at Grant Junior High
School weretreated to aspecial briefing last Tues-
day by Daniel Bateman, community outreach man-
ager for the Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Cen-
ter.

Bateman talked to the students about what was
involved in avoyage to Mars. Using a computer
program, Bateman showed the students how com-
plex planningatripis.

Hesaidthetripwouldtakeabout six monthsone-
way with the propulsion systemsin usetoday.

Using student volunteers, he demonstrated how
the how the orbits of Mars and the Earth relate to
each other, and how thetrip had to be scheduled to
coincide with the time the two planets are closest.
He also showed the students how the space ship’s
destinationwould bewhereMarswill besix month

“1t was a pleasure to be invited back to
Goodland,” said Bateman. “| hopeto beabletodo
moretripslikethisoneinthefuture.”

Bateman said the goal of the briefings was to
keep studentsinterestedinscience, especiallyinthe
Space program.

He said the school visits are part of the
Cosmosphere'seffort tofind new waysto servethe
public.

The program, which included the display of an
actual space suit, lasted about an hour. Bateman
conductedthebriefingfor fifthand sixth-gradestu-
dents at North Elementary that morning, and at
West Elementary | ater that afternoon.

I nformation about theK ansas Cosmosphereand
the programsit offers, including five-day summer
adventures, is available on the Internet at
WWW.COSMO.0rg.

Girl Scouts, do drug-free events at
the Elks, and sponsor drug aware-
ness projects, including a poster
contest which awards $50 savings
bondsto thewinners.

* ListenedasPickmansaidheand
Jerry FairbanksfromFirst National
Bank met in Denver to begin the
mediation process for problems at
Steever Water Park, andwerework-
ingwithaconstructionengineering
firm and a forensic engineer. He
saidthisisthefirst stepindetermin-
ing liability, and that it may take
more than ayear beforethisis de-
cided. He said the two firms will
investigatethecondition of thewa-
ter park facilities and make an as-
sessment about what is wrong so
fault can be determined. This pro-
cessisexpensive, hesaid, anditis
possiblethecostsmay begranted as

part of themediati on settlement, but
not guaranteed.

» Approved having Rich Simon
get bidstoreplaceal985pickupfor
thewater department that wasdam-
aged inawreck in front of the city
offices, andtoreplacethetransmis-
sion in a 1990 water department
truck. The city had planned to re-
place one truck last year, but the
decisionwas delayed.

« Discussed participating in a
Kansas Municipal Utilities safety
training program. Pickman saidthe
planistojoinwith 11 other citiesin
northern Kansasto provide hands-
on safety training one day amonth
over the next year. The estimated
cost is$8,192, and he said thefirst
part would be to do a certification
training session between October
and December. Commissioner

Dean Blume said he thought it
would be money well spent, and
thatit might lower theworkerscom:-
pensation ratesfor those who have
thistraining. Thiswill beonthenext
agenda.

» Commissioner Dave Daniels
suggested thecity look at a 10 per-
centlocal preferencefor purchases
tohelpkeepmoremoney inthecity.
Mayor Rick Billinger said he felt
thecity haddonethatinthepast, anc
that the city employees do a gooc
job of buying locally.

The commission held a 10-
minute closed session on aperson-
nel matter. The meeting adjourned
at 7:12 p.m. The next meeting will
be5p.m.onMonday, May 17,inthe
commission room on the seconc
floor of the City Administration
Building at 204 W. 11th.

Citizen wants lower rate

WATER, from Page 1

called the League of Kansas Mu-
nicipalitiesto confirm the city has
theright to charge morefor the de-
livery of services outside the city
limits.

“They toldmeunder statelaw the
city canchargemorefor theservice
because those outsidethecity lim-
its have the option to take the ser-
vice,” Pickman said.

State law says the city has the
right to sell utilitiesto anyone out-
sidethecity withinathreemilera-
dius, hesaid.

He said there are a number of
houses outside the city that have
city water and all pay the higher
water rates. Someof theseareinthe
Armstrong Addition and there are
several ontheedgeof thecityinthe
same areaas Petracich’s property.

“The attorney for the League of
KansasMunicipalitiessaidthestate
law ismuteontheissue,” Pickman
said. “And he said that thereforeit
is alowed, and that most Kansas
cities charge higher rates for cus-
tomersoutsidethecity limits.”

Pickman said hehad not seenthe
letter fromtheattorney general, but

believedit hasto dowith aletter to
cutthewater off to Petracich’sprop-
erty after hesentthecity acheck for
$5.60and had writtenonit“Paidin
Full.”

Pickman said he told the clerk
that whenthiswasacceptedit meant
thecity could not turnthewater off,
but hesaidthecity would not accept
acheck withthat onitinthefuture.

Volk said she hasbeen receiving
letters from Petracich about this
since January.

The commission took no action
onthecomplaint and Petracichwas

not happy.

Purchases for county questioned

PURCHASE, from Page 1

county had paidamuchhigher price
than hehad bid.

He said he did not know if the
equipment had been ordered before
hesubmitted hisbidbecausehehad
found out about theprocesslate. He
showedthecommissionersboththe
bid hesubmitted andtheinvoicehe
found.

“They eachhaveabudget,” Com-
missioner Mitch Tiede said. “And
weleaveituptothemtodotheright
thing.”

“Yes, but they should gothrough
home,” Bentzinger said.

Hesaid heissupposed to handle
both the Kanorado fire department
and the Brewster rural fire depart-
ment, but that someone else has
been inspecting the Brewster fire
extinguishers.

“l am not as concerned about
Brewster,” he said. “They arein

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
porterrors.

ThomasCounty andthey shouldbe
loyal totheir people.

“1 haveto brag on the Kanorado
fire house. They are doing a great
job.”

“We hope the department heads
will use alittle common sense,”
Tiede said, “but | guess that is not
that common.”

Bentzinger said he knew the
county wasworking on agrant for
fireequipment.

“If 1 don't get a chance to bid, |
will bevery unhappy,” hesaid.

“Wereguiretwotothreebidson
purchases,” Tiede said. “We can’t
check everything. Some will get
through.”

“Sometimes thereisapersonal -
ity conflict,” Commissioner Chuck
Thomassaid.“ ‘| don’'tlikethat guy
and!’ [l bypasshim.’ Therehastobe
some effort from the business
peopletowork with the county.”

“Accountability is the answer,”

Bentzinger said. “You wouldn’t
need to micro manage.

“You have good supervisorsand
they can do this,” he said, adding,
“| appreciate your business.”

Laterinthemeeting, thecommis-
sionersdiscussed holdingameeting
with the county department heads
to discussthe purchasing policy.

Rasure suggested the county de-
velop a short form that would go
with any purchase made out of the
county that wouldlist thereasonthe
purchasewasmade. Hesaidit could
coverthingslike" Theitemwasnot
available in the county,” and that
“Thepricewashigher by apercent-
ageif purchased locally.”

Themeeting withthedepartment
headsisto be held at the next regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, May 18.
The commissioners will meet on
Thursday, May 13 to consider the
firsthalf of theMay hills. They will
not meet on Tuesday, May 11.
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DIGITAL

Walking Tall

PG-13: Sequences of intense violence;
sexual content; drug material
and language

www.goodlandnet.com/movies

Bring this AD to the
theatre for $1 OFF on a

Friday and Saturday
7:00 and 9:00
Sunday 1:30 and 7:00
Mon. - Thurs. 7:00
Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts!
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1203 Main — Phone 899-6103

drinks
EXP. 12/31/04

large popcorn & 2 med.

ESTATE AUCTION

For the Late Bill Medford

Date: Saturday, May 15, 2004 Time: 10:00 am CST (Doors open at 8:00 a.m. day of sale)
Auction Location: TNT & Jones Auction Facility « 200 N. Franklin « Colby, Kan.
Preview sale items between 5 - 7 p.m. CST Friday, May 14, 2004

We have great gift ideas.
<Hanging Baskets

ePlanters

e|ron Work

<Bedding Plants

eFloral Arrangements

<FTD and Teleflora Products
<Balloons

eCandles

Gift Baskets

8:30 - 5 p.m. Tuesday - Friday
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturdays
12 - 5 p.m. Sundays

Closed Mondays

Get your Mom something special
this year for Mother’s Day

Floral services not available on Sundays

Homeland Real Estate of Goodland LLC will
sell the real estate immediate following the
sale of vehicles

REAL ESTATE LOCATED
IN BREWSTER, KANSAS
417 NEBRASKAAVENUE
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TERMS: 10% down day of sale with balance
upon approval of title, on or before June 15, 2004.
Personal and corporate checks are acceptable for
the down payment with the final payment to be in
certified funds. Bidding is not contingent upon fi-
nancing. Financing, if necessary, needs to be ar-
ranged and approved prior to the auction. Seller
reserves the right to accept or reject any and all
bids.

ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS: Each successful bid-
derwillbe required to enterintoaHomeLand Real
Estate of Goodland LLC Contract to Buy and Sell
Real Estate immediately following the auction.
Copies of the contract will be available from the
auctioneer prior to the sale.

INSPECTIONS: Each potential bidder is re-
sponsible for conducting their own independent
inspections and due diligence concerning perti-
nent facts about the property. Neither Seller, Auc-
tioneer, nor HomeLand Real Estate of Goodland
LLC, it's agents and representatives, are making
any warranties about the property, either ex-
pressed or implied.

AGENCY: HomelLand Real Estate of Goodland
LLC, it's agents and representatives, are the Ex-
clusive Agents of the Seller. Contact Tom Harrison
(785) 899-3060 to make arrangements to view the
property. Announcements Sale Day take prece-
dence over printed material.

Tom Harrison, Auctioneer/Broker

Bob Jones, Auctioneer/Appraiser

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED

VEHICLES will sell @ 1:00 p.m. CST

#1995 Saturn SC2, 2 door, black, AM, FM, Stan-

dard Shift, new tires 118 K miles

+1983 GMC 6.2 Diesel Sierra Classic 1500, auto,

air, AM, FM, cruise, 94,400 miles with topper

+1981 Chevy Cheyenne 10 pickup 4x4, 4 speed,

air, AM, FM, 112,658 miles

*1979 Olds Regency 98, 4 dr diesel white w/white
vinyl top, spoke wheels, AM, FM, air, cruise, rear
defogger, 5.7 engine, power windows, power locks,

68,900 miles

#1991 Buick Park Avenue 3.8 cu in motor, 158 K

miles

«1974 Amerigo 11.5' overhead camper, all self

contained, sleeps 6, fold out back, ready to go

"ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES - oak
secretary, library desk, oak wall mirror w/
shelf, walnut treadle sewing machine, zippo
lighters, watches, assorted jewelry

COINS - 1865 3 cent nickel, 1889 Liberty nickel
HOUSEHOLD - appliances, furniture, misc.
SHOP & GARDEN - riding lawn mower, Yard
King 42” 12.5 hp riding lawn mowetr,
Quanturm power 5 hp week eater, battery
charger, assorted hand tools, band saw

TNTﬁU@T ION L.c

Auction Conducted By:

(785) 443-0136 Mobile | N1 Auction LLC
Tom Simpson, Auctioneer Jones Auction
(785) 443-0137 Mobile  Goodland, Colby and Jennings
and
Homeland Real Estate

of Goodland LLC

(785) 443-0138 Mobile

Check our web site for late additions and

details about our upcoming auctions:
www.tntjonesauction.com




