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from our viewpoint...

More than enough
blame to go around

on keeping thingsstirred up.
Wewerehorrified at therecent revel ation about theabuseof I ragi

and his troops were court-martialed and sentenced to prison.
Calley wasreleased after afew years.

mon in Vietham than anybody in authority waswilling to admit.

turing and abusing Iragi prisonersin Abu Ghraib surface. Gen.
arenow facing court-martial.
have been other onessincewe have been hereinlrag.”

through Vietnam. It’sstill happening. For asoldiertocall anlragi
ahumanisunacceptable.

If you turn the peopleyou arefighting into gooks or ragheads,
or other irrelevant living creatures.
young peopletodoin order towin.

government for providing them the kind of training and | eader-

aredoingtheright thing.

onthisin February, but ashe hasadmitted hefailed toreadit.
terrorismto thosewho startedit.
History shows Americans have changed presidents several

died (Lincoln, Roosevelt and Kennedy). Sometimes it was be-

presidents during the Vietham war, Eisenhower, Kennedy,
Johnson and Nixon.

Kuwait did not ensurethen President GeorgeBush of asecondterm.

The vast mgjority of people around the world prefer peace to
violenceandterror, but thereisanarrow minority who seem bent

prisoners by our soldiers. The images we have seen aregrim re-
mindersof what we knew was happening when Saddam Hussein
wasincharge, but it hurtstofind outAmericanswereresponsible.

Nodoubt, thosewholivedthroughVietnamwill remember the
incidentat My Lai, whenLt. William Calley and agroup of Ameri-
cansoldierskilled several hundredVietnamesecivilians, includ-
ing women and children. After awitnessturned themin, Calley

Hewasrel eased because of the uproar from other Vietnam veter-
ans. They had seenthiskind of killing all too often. Itwasmorecom-
Jump forwardto today. Photographs of American soldierstor-

Mark Kimmitt, deputy director of coalition operationsinlrag, is
interviewed by Dan Rather on 60 Minutes: Soldiersinthephotos

Even Kimmitt admitted, “I’ dliketo sit here and say these are
the only prisoner abuse caseswe' reaware of, but weknow there

Soldiersdon’t dothisontheir own. Wetrain our young people
todehumani zetheenemy. It hashappenedinnearly every war up

or whatever non-human assignment you canthink of, soldiersare
not murdering human beings. They arekilling things, thugs, bugs

Thisiswar. War isnot pretty or noble. Thisiswhat wetrain our
We should not excuse them any more than we can excuse our
ship that would lead to them do thisand make them believe they
Theblameneedsto roll uphill, but unfortunately, it won't. We
aready have the top brass circling the wagons to make sure it
doesn’t get too high up thechain of authority. Thereal tragedy is
that Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeldwasgiventhereport
There are those who believe we should not change presidents
inthemiddle of awar, and give Bush credit for taking thewar on
timesinwartime. Sometimesit was because they werekilled or
cause the war was used to bring a president down (Truman for
K oreaand Johnsonfor Vietnam). Wewent through four different
Wedidn't end up winning anything in Vietnam. We proved the
ability of American forcesin the first Gulf War, but winning in
Today President George Bush must accept the bad with the
good, and if heisfound wanting by the mgjority of American

voters, hewill bethe next in along list of presidents who have
won afew battles, but |ost thewar of the ballot box. — TomBetz
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NOTE TO SELF:
ISSUE
LARGER SKIRTS o
TO WIDE BEHIND, _}

SENATE BiLL 589
AND HOUSE BILL HR1LZ

FOR THOSE
INTERESTED PARTIES. i

| am addicted to books and magazines

My nameisCynthia, and I’ maddictedtobooks
and magazines.

Therereally should be aself-help group, 12-
stepprogramor support groupfor thoseof uswho
can't passabook store, hotel gift shop or super-
market newsstand without glomming onto some-
thing.

We'rereally sad cases.

| admit I’ m hooked on reading material.

| prefer mystery books— mostly those setin
anothertime, but | al soenjoy mysterieswithcats,
dogs and birds. | spice up my reading with fan-
tasy and sciencefiction and an occasional west-
ern. My mother likeshistorical romance, sol look
forthosefor her. | find something | wouldlikein
that section now and then.

| also love cookbooks and try to buy one on
every trip. Theideaisto write about the trip on
the inside of the front cover, but sometimes |
never get to the writing part and my cookbook
shelf islittered with everything from Creole
cooking to one on how to make treats for your
pets.

Oh, | don’t really usethesecookbookstomake
anything. | seldom cook anythingnew and| know
all theold standbysby heart — pour two cups of
water in pan, add a pat of margarine, bring to a
boil and add box of whatever.

Besides, if | ever feel the need to really cook,
I’ ve got the magazines— 15 years of Gourmet,
10 years worth of Bon Appetite and fiveto six
yearsworth of Taste of Home. | gave up on the

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

firsttwoafter | quitwritingacookingcolumn 15
years ago, but they’re still in the basement tak-
ing up space.

The basement bookshelves are divided into
magazines, old calendarsand books. Thebooks
take of the majority of the space, but the calen-
darsand magazinesprovidethemost clutter. Let's
faceit, who leaves space for 25 years worth of
Trains Magazine, an average of 12 to 15 calen-
dars per year, a dozen years of National Geo-
graphic and all those cooking magazines?

Every month or so, | gather up the books and
magazines, which have been collecting in the
“finished” pile and take them to the basement,
where | pile them in the “finished-to-be put-
away” pileandleavethemfor acoupleof years.

That basement bookcaseisadisaster.

But back to my uncontrolled book and maga-
zinebuying.

| got an offer last year to get Woman'sDay for
aridiculously low price. So, stupid fish | am, |
took the bait. Now | get another dlick, colorful
magazine that | have no time to read once a
month.

| keep my magazinesin the bathroom so that
when| takeabath or usethefacilities, | canread.
Of course, with an average of amagazine every
other day, thereadingmaterial ispilingup. Infact,
theback of thecommodeisalandslide of maga-
Zineswaiting to happen.

When | do get achanceto gothroughmy pile,
| find that the articlesin Woman’s Day tell mel
should clean the grout in my bathroom tile and
the rubber thingee on my fridge once a month.
My fridgeand stovearelucky toget cleaned once
ayeartogetridof thejelly stainsandgreasespills.
Therubber thingeesareontheir owninmy house.

Thentherearethebooks. | have authors| like
and series| follow. But, | haven't had as much
timetoreadinthelast six monthsas| usedto. That
doesn’t keep mefrom buying thesebooksassoon
asthey comeoutin paperback. My to-be-read pile
isalmost ashigasthefinishedpile, and not nearly
asneat.

Theproblemis, | can’t stop at buyingthebooks
by my favorite mystery authors. | have to buy
anything that strikesmy fancy.

Thisiswhy my unread-but-1’ [I-get-to-it pile
includes“ Uppity Women of the Middle Ages,”
“TheSecretLifeof Bees,” “OntheRoad” by Jack
Kerouac and about 150 others.

Please, someone stop mebeforel buy again.

PS | let myNational Geographicsubscription
run out in January. e never read it. Now they
haveanarticleand picturesonOberlin. |’ |l have
toget adozen, and add themtothepile.

Not a golden sunset for savings program

Amid growing concerns over ballooning
federal deficits, somefolksarecallingforroll-
backsinthetax cutsthat have been the center-
piece of the Bush Administrationis economic
stimulusplan.

But, opponentsof themarginal ratecuts, tax
credits, marriage penalty relief and tax-free
withdrawalsneedn’tbetoo aggressiveintheir
pursuit of rollbacks. Sunset provisions,imbed-
ded in the original tax legislation, will effec-
tively turntheclock back to 2001 whentaxpay-
ers greet the new year in 2011 — unless our
lawmakerstake action.

Onitsfacetheexpiration or rollback of tax
benefitsmay sound like prudent fiscal policy,
but Congress would be well advised to study
theconsequencesof itsactions, or—inthecase
of the sunset provisions— inaction. Thefail-
ureto extend an attractivetax benefit of state-
sponsored ‘529’ education savingsprograms,
such as the Kansas L earning Quest program,
will affect millions of parents, grandparents
and studentsattemptingto set asidemoney for
college, anoblegoal that should beencouraged
and rewarded by government.

With the Tax Relief Act becoming law in
2002, participants in college saving plans
gainedtheability to makeearningswithdraw-
alsfreefromfederal taxesaslongasthemoney
was used for qualified education expenses.
Thisnew perk wasin addition to the already-
present benefit of tax-deferred earningsgrowth
at the federal level and possible in-state tax
incentives, acommon feature of many state-
sponsored plans, including L earning Quest.

While federal tax-deferral and in-state de-
ductions are compelling reasonsto invest in

lynn
jenkins

® state treasurer

education savingsplans, therecently acquired
tax-freewithdrawal featureistheicing onthe
cake. Itenablescollegesaverstodirect thebulk
of their account earnings to covering college
costsrather than oneroustax bills. But unless
Congress makes this tax benefit permanent,
investorsextracting savingsplan money after
December 31, 2010, will pay Uncle Sam be-
forethey writeacheck for their dorm deposit.
Thegoodnewsissomelegid ators, recogni z-
ingtheimportanceof higher educationandthe
challengescollegesaversface, aretaking steps
toextend or makepermanent 529 tax benefits.
President Bush’sfiscal 2005 budget proposal
containsaprovisiontoeliminatethe2010 sun-
set. In early February, lowa Sen. Chuck
Grassley introduced aseriesof billsthat would
effectively removethe sunset clausefromthe
tax code. Also, back in 2002, amagjority of the
membersof theHouseof Representativesgave
a“yes’ voteto ahill favoring permanent tax
exclusion. Unfortunately, two-thirds support
wasneeded for passage.
Butwhilethepaliticiansdebatetheissue, the
general public clearly recognizes the impor-
tanceof removingthebarriersthat makeit dif-
ficultforfamiliestosaveandinvestfor college.
A new study by American Century | nvestments
shows widespread support for extending the
federal tax-free withdrawal feature of these

plans. In asurvey of more than 2,000 Ameri-
cans, 76 percent of respondents want the tax
benefitspermanent. Not surprisingly, 81 per-
cent of parentswith childrenunder 18, aswell
as 92 percent of those participating in an edu-
cationsavingsprogram, support theextension.
Evenamong parentswithnochildrenunder the
ageof 18, 73 percent want thesunset provision
removed. Peopleacrossthepolitical spectrum
aresupportiveof thisissue. Democrats(75per-
cent), Republicans (80 percent) and Indepen-
dents (77 percent) are overwhelmingly sup-
portive of extending thetax benefits.

Whilesomescoff that tax realitiesof 2010are
yearsaway and familiesbuilding an education
nest egg shouldn’tbeoverly concerned, thefact
issavingfor collegeisamulti-year goal inwhich
decisions made today can have a tremendous
impact on the achievement of that goal.

Research suggests the current legislative
limbo in which education savings plans are
now immersed is a source of angst for many
families. In the American Century study, al-
most half of theparentssurveyed (47 percent)
said the “uncertainty of the federal tax treat-
ment of withdrawalsis aimajor concern.”
Unless Congress acts to make the tax advan-
tages permanent, my fear is this uncertainty
and concern will lead to inertia and create 8
crisisin collegefunding in 2010 and beyond.|
encourageyouto contact Senator Pat Roberts
or Sam Brownback, and your Congressman,
and ask them to support making theeducation
savingsprogram (529) tax benefitspermanent.

LynnJenkins, CPA, isTreasurer for theState
of Kansasand administer stheLear ning Quest
Education Savings Program.
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