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Today
* Sunset, 7:52 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 5:33a.m.
* Sunset, 7:53 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 70 degrees
* Humidity 79 percent
« Sky cloudy with light slight
* Winds north 18 mph.
+ Barometer 30.17 inches
and falling
* Record High today 94° (1941
*Record Low today 27° (1953)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 58°
Low Wednesday 41°

Precipitation 22
This month .22
Yeartodate  4.56

The Topside Forecast

Today: mostly sunny, high near
67, low near 44, winds south 12 -
28 mph. Saturday: partly cloudy
witha 20 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms, high near
77, low around 45, winds south 7-
29 mph.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: partly cloudy, high
near 83, low around 42. Monday:
partly cloudy, high near 79, low
around47. Tuesday: partly cloudy,

high around 77, low around 51.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.52 bushel
Posted county price — $3.44
New crop — $3.52 bushel
Corn — $2.82 bushel
Posted county price — $2.78
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.56 bushel
Soybeans — $9.28 bushel
Posted county price — $9.52
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $6.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11.50 cwit.
NuSun — $11.75 cwt.
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
Pinto beans — $15

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Tennis team
hosts tourney

Freshman Josh Cech hita
serve against an opponent
from Colby last Friday at
Steever Park during the
Goodland Invitational tennis
tournament. See photos
and story on Page 10.

Band plays on

despite

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Clothes pins were the prized pos-
session for Goodland High School
band membersasthey triedtokeepthe
musicontheir standsinastrong south
wind Monday night at Steever Park.

The band hosted its annual “Mu-
sicinthePark” hamburger feed and
concert, withover 200 peopleattend-
ing to eat and listento themusic.

People arrived with their chairs
and arrayed in front of the stage,
which used to be the kiddie pool at
the old city swimming pool.

Cloudsthreatenedfromthesouth,
but the band was able to complete
the program and awards ceremony.

Therewasabox full of clothespins,
and someof theband membershadto
useadozen or moreto holdtheir mu-
sicin placein the teeth of a20 mph
wind. Someof themusicstandsinthe
percussion section had to be held up
or had extrawei ght added to the base
to hold them upright.

Tremon Kizer, band instructor,
opened the program with anumber
hecalled“ Instant Concert.” Hesaid
there were 32 different songsin-
cluded in the selection, and that if
anyonecouldnameall 32, hewould
let them shave hishead.

That got alaugh from both the
crowd and the band members, be-
causeKizerishald.

The second selection was the
“Grand Serenade” under thedirec-
tion of Deandra Schields, the other
band instructor. She said the piece
waswrittenfor woodwindsand per-
cussion, and at several pointsinthe
musi ¢, thewoodwindswereplaying
notes with their mouth pieces, and
the percussion used about every
variety of cymbal, chime, gongand
drum possible.

Schieldssaiditwasmeanttobea
funpiece. Shesaid shehadgiventhe
band the music two weeks ago.

The third piece the band played
was" YorkshireBallad,” and thefi-
nal selection was “Haven Dance.”
The band played both at the state

wind

competition where they received a
| rating.

Followingtheconcert, Kizer and
Schields handed out letters and
awardsto the band members.

The jazz band played “ Four,”
“ComeRainor Come Shine,” “Just
the Two of Us” and ended with
“Sweet GeorgiaBrown.”

MusicintheParkisthefinal event
of theyear for the band.

Kelsilhrig (right) had to hold onto
her music as a stiff south wind
ripped atthe clothes pins she had
used to try to hold it down, while
Tysen Lofland tuned the timpani
drums before aMusicinthe Park
concertMonday at Steever Park.
Teacher Tremon Kizer (below,
left) lead the high school band in
the “Instant Concert” while tea-
cher Deandra Schields (second
left) played a piccolo.

Photos by Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Pioneer Park waits for final state approval

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

When construction for Pioneer
Park beginsnow dependsonhow fast
theKansasDepartment of Transpor-
tationwill approvethelatest changes
madein the projects plans.

The department returned the
plansto Goodland in March for re-
vision. The project engineer, Darin
Neufeld, of Evans, Bierly, Hutchi-
sonandAssociates, said hesent the
plans back to Topekaon Tuesday.

Thedepartmentisthelast hurdlie
for the plans, which have already
been approved by the Kansas De-
partment of Parksand Wildlife, the
Division of Water Resourcesof the
Kansas Department of Agriculture
and the K ansas State Historical So-
ciety. Federal approva came from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
of theDepartment of thelnterior and
theU.S. Army Corpsof Engineers.

Once the plans are returned to
Goodland, arequest for bidsonthe
construction will be sent out. The
contract will be for the entire

project, Neufeld said, requiring the
bidder to arrange for any subcon-
tracting, if needed.

City Manager Ron Pickman said
it will takeabout 30 daysfor al the
bidstobereceived, after which city
officials along with Neufeld will
review them.

Neufeld said construction could
beginwithin daysafter the contract
is awarded but there are too many
variablesinvolvedtomakeany defi-
nite prediction.

The park will include about four
andahalf acresof land onthenorth-
west corner of the intersection of
Cherry Avenue and Business U.S.
24, across Cherry from the Van
Gogh painting.

The park will feature apavilion,
information kiosk, phone booth,
benches, and lights. Therewill bea
walking trail following the outline
of thepark about aquarter milelong.
Thetrail will leadto 18th Street and
when combined with a sidewalk
there which will lead to Steever
Park, will offer atotal walkingtrail

Seventy-four studentswill be
leaping for joy and crying their
good-byes Saturday as they
complete13yearsof school and
make plansfor their futures.

Theclassof 2004 will gradu-
atefrom Goodland High School
at 2 p.m. Saturday in the Max
Jones Fieldhouse.

NedraElbl, a1966 Goodland
High School graduate, will be
the commencement speaker.
She is the daughter of Lesand
Betty Sutton of Salina.

Elbl received a Bachelor of
Science degree in family and
child development, a Bachelor

Graduation Is Saturday

of Scienceinelementary educa-
tionandaM aster of Sciencede-
greein curriculum and instruc-
tion from Kansas State Univer-
sity.

Shewasthe SalinaTeacher of
theYearlastyear andwasaK an-
sasRegion| runner-upfor Kan-
sasTeacher of theYear that year.

Elbl isamember of the Kan-
sas Exemplary Educators Net-
work and teaches second grade
at Coronado Elementary
School. Sheisthe secretary of
the Salina-National Education
Association and is on the con-
tract negotiationsteam.

of about ahalf mile.

Pickmansaidtheproject wasfirst
proposed in 1998 as awater runoff
pool combinedwithahikeandbike
trail and about ayear | ater expanded
into plans for apark. The original
planscalledfor alagooninthepark
but because of the drought the past
several years and the need to save
money, it was eliminated and re-
placed by afield of buffalo grass.

Neufeld said eliminating the la-
goon saved between $160,000 and
$175,000, andwhencombinedwith
the cost of the accessories, that it
would have been required to main-
tainit, thesavingsneared $250,000.

The Rev. Gene Tromble said the
park will attract peopl eto Goodland
by offering travelerson I-70 an al-
ternativerest stoptoBurlingtonand
Colby, especially for those who
have already experienced the Old
Town, the Cooper Barn and other
attractions. Tromble said the park
will offer a relaxing atmosphere
which could result in a greater
chancefor repesat visits.

19TH STReET

S Hwy 24

CHERRY STREET

Drawing of Pioner Park Plan submitted to the state.

West principal will be leaving

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

West Elementary Principal Jerry
Burkett isleaving at the end of the
school year to take a job as grade
schooal principal inhishometown of
Burns, Wyo.

The Goodland School Board
unanimously voted to accept
Burkett’sresignation on Monday.

Burkett has been the principal at
West since the 1998-1999 school
year. Beforethat, hewasaelemen-
tary teacher in South Platte, Neb.,
for 14 years.

“Itwasatoughdecisionwhenthe
position was offered to me in my
hometown,” Burkettsaid Thursday.

“It took alot of thinking with my
family. It wasahard decision.

“1 hatetoleavethepeopleherein
Goodland, but itisan opportunity |
needto pursue. Itiswheremy fam-
ily lives, and my wife'sfamily has
moved to Greeley (Colo.), which
will becloser.”

Superintendent Marvin Selby
said the search for anew principal
would start immediately. People
will beasked to submit applications
by June 1, when the screening pro-
cessbegins. He added that applica
tionswill still beaccepted after that
until thejobif filled.

Selby said the state L egislature
closed its session without passing

any new measuresfor education. He
said unless a special session is
called, next year's school budget
will be the same per student asthis
year’s.

The superintendent said a pro-
jecteddrop of 35studentsinthedis-
trict next year could cost thebudget
$122,000. He said the district had
three optionson enrollment figures
to use for the budget: the current
school year, thelast year or an aver-
ageof thelast threeyears.

Selby told the board Gov. Kath-
leen Sebilius said she would call
specia sessionif threestatesenators

See SCHOOL, Page 3



