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Chamber mounts drive to collect dues

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland Area Chamber of Com-
merce is mounting a drive to round up
members who have not paid their 2004
dues.

Nearly 60 businesses and individual
members have not yet paid their fees, said
Courtney Warden, thechamber’sexecutive
director, at theboard meeting last Tuesday,
andfivebusinesseshavenot paidtheir bills
for replacing their Christmas bulbs last
October.

Wearden said each of thedelinquent mem-
bershavebeenbilled at |east twiceal ready.
A copy of each of the latest bills was

brought tothemeeting and each of theeight
board memberspresent took someandwill
try to get them paid.

Thebillstotal morethan $16,000, which
board Treasurer BrianLininsaidissignifi-
cant portion of the Chamber’sannual bud-
get.
Aspart of the project to make the cham-
ber amoreimportant part of thecommunity,
board President DonnaSwager asked each
of thefive committee chairsfor an update.

Two of the committees, Government
Relations/Transportation and Beautifica-
tionand Revitalization, arestill lookingfor
members. Two others, Membership and
Agriculture, are nearly finished forming

their membership and are planning their
first meeting.

The fifth committee, Business Promo-
tions, held it first meeting Wednesday
morning with Swager filling in for Chair-
man Tremon Kizer, who was busy prepar-
ing for the high school’s graduation.
Present were DaveBranda, of the Sherman
Theatre; Josh Dechant, of BankWest; and
LindaKnott, of Knott Just Books. Warden
also attended.

Swager startedthemeeting by tellingthe
committeethat oneof itsmissionsisto de-
velopideasto promoteexisting businesses
in Goodland. She said it was especially
important to promotethem during upcom-

ing major events such asthe 40th anniver-
sary of Northwest Kansas Technical Col-
lege June 12-13, Freedom Fest during the
Fourth of July weekend and the Flatlander
Fall Festival.

In other business Tuesday, the board:

* Heard from Patty Purvis and Bonnie
Hawksabout theschedulefor thecollege's
anniversary celebration, whichwill honor
the school’s original board members. The
school board members at the time the col-
lege opened will be honored for their part
informing the college, they said.

» Heard from Warden on work on the
Chamber’swebsite. Shenoted thedeal in-
cludes some mailboxes. One suggestion

wasthat fiveof them coul d beused for com-
municationswith the committees.

* Heard from Linin that the Chamber’s
rentwascurrent, all past-duerent paid and
both sides are satisfied. The Chamber
signed anew year-long leasewith Property
Management, owned by Justin Bentzinger,
earlier thismonth. TheChamber wasdelin-
guent on | ate fees | eft over from 2003 and
had not agreedto anew |easewhi ch caused
adisputebetweenit and Property Manage-
ment.

Themeeting adjournedaround 8:30a.m.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, June 8,
starting at 7 a.m. inthe Chamber’s confer-
enceroom, 1002 MainAve.
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School.”

“Wherever we go,” he said, “we’ll always be
bound together as graduates of Goodland High

Anderson began theval edictorian addresswith a
guote from news anchor and author Tom Brokaw:
“You're educated.... think of it as your ticket to

Waiting for the graduation ceremony to begin on Saturday afternoon, several boys gathered
around the railing south of the elevator and pointed out friends in the crowd gathering on the
floor of Max Jones Fieldhouse. At the same time, a group of the senior girls lined the railing to
the north of the elevator, watching the crowd file in and get ready for the ceremony.

Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Star-News

changetheworld.”

Graduates celebrate completion

She acknowledged that the class may not feel

were created to do just that.

ready tochangetheworld, but said shebelievesthey

“By remembering God hasaspecific planfor all

of us,” Anderson said, “it makesit easier to make
good decisionsand consider others.”
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Dogsearchescontinue

Although somestudentsand par-
ents have protested random dog
searchesat Goodland High, school
official ssay teachersand most stu-
dents support them, and the school
boardvoted 7-0to continuewiththe
program next year.

During his report at last
Monday’ smeeting, Superintendent
Marvin Selby asked the board if
they wanted to sign anew contract
with Interquest Detective Canines.
Thefirmprovidesrandom searches
for illegal and controlled sub-
stances on school property.

Steve Raymer, vice principal at
the high school, told the board that
100 percent of the staff and 68 per-
cent of the students surveyed fa-
vored continuing the program.

Board member Ron Schilling
said hewould support the program
as long as the practice of locking
down the school continued.

L ocking down the school means
keeping the studentsin the classes
they arein at the time the search
begins until it is over. Restroom

Councll

The Sherman County Economic
Development Council will meet at
5:30p.m. tonightinthebasement at
Western State Bank after missing
the April meeting because of the
death of Western State Banks em-
ployee Merlyn Stasser.

TimGittinger, whorecently com-
pleted his Eagle Scout project, will
talk to the council about hisefforts
to put new benchesin Gulick Park.

Director CarolynApplegatewill
report on her activitiesover thepast
twomonthsand bringthecouncil up
to date on projectsthat are coming
up or in progress.

breaksduring the search are super-
vised by the staff.

Thelatest search, doneat theend
of April, was the first time the
school was fully locked down
which lasted about three and ahalf
hours. Raymer saysthishelps pre-
vent students from moving any-
thing they arenot supposedto have
on school property.

Raymer said the search team
checksthestudent’slockers, class-
rooms, commonareasandthepark-
ing lots. Hetold the board the dogs
will “hit” on some items, such as
prescription drugs that are not on
the banned list. Raymer said there
were several “hits’ during the last
search but nonewerebanneditems.

MikeCampbell madeamotionto
continue the program next year,
specifying that thelockdowns also
continue. Danny Whalen seconded
the motion and it passed unani-
mously.

Thecontract withInterquest pro-
videsfor asearchteam of adogand
the handler to conduct random

searches during the school year.
When and how many areleft up to
Interquest. Not even the principal
knowsuntil theteam arrives.

This was the third year the
searches were conducted. Raymer
said some guns were found during
asearchthefirstyear whichwasthe
worst find, as a result of these
searches, at the high school.

At ashort special meeting Satur-
day, before graduation, the boarc
unanimously voted to buy a used
19991 nternational/ Thomas 36-pas-
senger school busfor $35,900 plus
$450for delivery to Goodland from
Oklahoma City.

Theboard alsovotedtohireDon
Smith, ahigh school math teacher,
tobetheCowgirlshasketball coach
next season, replacing Terry Daise,
a science teacher at Grant Junior
High, whoresignedascoach of both
girls basketball and softhall effec-
tiveat the end of thisschool year.

The next regular board meeting
will beat 7 p.m. Monday, May 24,
at thedistrict officeat 1312 Main.

meets tonight

Harlan D. House will have are-
port on the agriculture committee,
Duane Timm will report onthein-
centivecommittee, SteveWest will
report on the industrial park com-
mittee, and Don Newel | will report
ontheweb site committee.

Thecouncil will get anupdateon
the micro loan program and the
number of loans approved. This
program provides loans up to
$15,000to helpexpand, relocateor
improve small businesses.

Todate, four loanshavebeen ap-
provedandafifthisinprocess. The
county received $100,000 over two

yearsagotousetomaketheseloans.
The program was due to end in
March, but the state granted anine-
month extension.

Oncethemoney isloaned out, the
county will be ableto put the pay-
mentsinto arevolving loan fundto
beusedinthefuture.

Chairman of the council is John
Garcia, vice chairman is Dave
Daniels, treasurer Kim Bohmeand
secretary isPatty Eckhardt.

Members are Larry Harper,
Randy Schoenthaler, Shelly Th-
ompson, House, Newell, Timmanc
West.

Man honored for 46 years on job
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“When | started, therewere 13 of
us,” Daise said, “and | either out-
lived them or outwalked them.”

For surveying land, Daise has
gonefromwheel stochains(ametal
tape measure) to the Global Posi-
tioning System, a change that has
not disappointed Daise.

“It's wonderful,” he said, “I'll
never learn everything about it.”

But the biggest change, he said,
isin the size and acreage of farms

corrections

and theway peoplefarm.
“It'salot nicer sitting in an air-
conditioned tractor than looking at
the back end of ahorse,” hesaid.
Oneday, hesaid, all farmingwill
bedonesitting at acomputer.
Daise measures crop acreage,
measures and inspects grain bins,
inspectstheconditionof graininthe
bins, inspectscattle, machinery and
other things put up as security on
loans, and does appraisals.
The agency administers com-
modity loansand conservation pro-

An article about the Goodland
High School graduationintheMay
14 issue of The Goodland Star-
News reported incorrectly that Les
and Betty Sutton, parents of the
graduation speaker, are from
Salina. They have lived in
Goodlandfor 41 years. Thespeaker
isfrom Salina. Thiswasareporting
error.
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The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
should befair and factual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-

LTS U
owners & Managers mrmsrmess

Kansas non-profit organization
offering FREE employment

complete employment
services offered

Toll-Free

877-664-5372
.

SER Corporation

preciateyoucallingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

grams, Campbell said, and Daise
hasbeeninstrumental ingetting the
work done.

“None of the programs could
have been administered,” he said,
“without afield assistant to go out
and serveastheeyesandearsfor the
USDA,” hesaid.

Daise said he took the job be-
causehewanted apaycheck, but he
enjoyedit and still does.

“It's something different,” he
said, “you' reactiveandyou’ reout-
side.”

Hesaid thewomenheworkswith
make hisjob easier, getting all the
paperwork done. But his favorite
part of thejobisgetting ideasfrom
other farmers.

“1 like stealing other ideas,” he
said.” Somel canuse, and somenot.
But it doesn’t cost me anything ei-
ther way.”




