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from our viewpoint...

School finance
stymies legislature

“school problem,” and that may not be entirely abad thing.
nothing like the billion dollars recommended in a consultants’
ruling last month.

schoolsneed. They aready take morethan half the state budget

seem morethan suitable to some, but schoolsareimportant.

for basic education.
Thereareinequalities.

budget.

So hasthe state.

votersseemto disagree.

money than they could get by with.

teach.

thelawsuit now making itsway to the state Supreme Court.
should decidewhat is* suitable.”
Thereisno need for one.

do that beforethe next session ends.

demand one.

Haynes

The Kansas Legislature so far has done nothing to solve the
The state’s schools probably will get some more money, but
reportacoupleof yearsago— and demanded by aTopekajudge's
For onething, no onecanreally say how much money Kansas

The state Constitution says the Legidature shall make “ suit-
able” provision for the school budget. Half of everything might

Still, averagetest scoresfor Kansas studentsare high and they
seemto do well in college or trade school. Kansas schools have
better equi pment and facilitiesthan many, andthemoney isthere

School swith shrinking enrollment—whichincludesmost dis-
trictsinrural Kansas, especially the northwest — arein apinch,
because student count is the biggest component of a district’s

Many, likeOberlin, put off theday of reckoning, but withtimes
tight and no extrastate money, they are cutting back. That hurts,
but most K ansasbusi nesseshavebeenforced to dothesamething.

It's easy to say that people can afford atax increase, but most

Thentherearethegrowing suburbandistricts, placeslikeBlue
Valley, where wrestling mats retract into the walls of new high
schools. Theseschool smay not beexactly plush, but theevidence
— and the copious course offerings — suggest they have more

Still other districts are pushed by demands for specia educa-
tion or English as a second language. Immigrants may bring
growth and new dollars, but their children can be expensive to

Other districts, eyeing the share of the piegoing to neighbors,
are unhappy with the way it's divided. That was the genesis of

We hope the high court throwsthe suit out. In our democratic
system, it’sthe L egislature and not the courtsthat should decide
how much to spend on schools. Only our el ected representatives

It's true that the state needs to deal with the inequitiesin the
system, but that’ sno easy task and thereisno money to throw at
the problem. It | haveto be solved within the current budget, or
nearly so. Therewill benobillion-dollar bonusfor publicschools.

ButtheL egidaturedoesneedto apply itself tothetask of mak-
ing the school budget system alittle more equal, and it needsto

Inthemeantime, thecourtsought to back off andlet thesystem
function, even if that means little or no change until the voters

Inademocracy likeours, that’ stheway thesystemissupposed
towork. If the Legidlature doesn’t act, it's made adecision, and
thelosersshoul d not count onthecourtsto bail themout. —Steve
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I’'m Intrigued by the English language

| don’t know about you, but thosewho have
read my columnsfor yearsknow I’ mintrigued
by the English language.

It is constantly changing, seemingly faster
with every passing year.

Just like time. Time passes much quicker
thanitdidwhenl wasakid. And| supposelan-
guage changes faster because the pace of our
society isfaster also.

| am fascinated by words.

Most of usrecognizethe meaningsof many
more words than we actually use in our day-
to-day conversations.

Unlessweareparticularly trying toimpress
someoneor arecollege professors, weseldom
speak the same aswe would if we were writ-
ing acollegeresearch paper.

Readingisoneof my hobbies— aswell asa
necessity of my job. And through theyears, |
have begun to notice certain things and ques-
tion others.

| wonder theorigin of alot of phrases, some
of which | have traced to the Bible. For in-
stance, “ setting the teeth of edge,” “hang our
harpsonawillow tree,” etc.

When | wasin Korearecently, my youngest

r

lorna
gt

® commentary

sonand | weretalking about thebookswewere
reading and had read recently. | remarked that
although | never heard anyone use the word
“cacophony” (meaning dissonance, dishar-
mony) innormal conversation, | had begunto
noticethat it was used at least oncein almost
every book | read. Helooked at me alittle
strangely (as children tend to do to their par-
ents). “1 don’'t know how | cameto noticeit,
but now I look forit,” | remarked.

| couldtell hehad doubts, probably because
hereadsalot of history, military strategy, and
war-gaming books. At thetimeof our conver-
sation, he was reading a book about how po-
litical-correctnesshashamperedtheefficiency
of themilitary.

| think he even remarked that “ cacophony”
references probably depended on the type of
book. | agreed hecouldberight, but sincel read

agreat variety of books, | still wasfinding it
true: “ cacophony” was contained in almost
every book at least once.

The next day he was in another room read-
ing when all at once | heard him make some
typeof utterance. | stopped readingtolistento
seeif hewerespeakingtome. Hecameintothe
room with hisfinger holding hisbook open.

Hewalked over to me, opened the book and
pointed. | looked and then grinned up at him.
“See, | wasright!”

Thereinthemiddleof theargument against
the merits of political-correctness, the word
had jumped off the page at him: “CA-
COPHONY.”

I’d venture to guess the word will now be-
come atouchstone for him - just asit has for
me.

Why don’tyoutest my ridicul oustheory too?

Or maybeyou can find your ownword.

(Lorna GT has compiled some of her col-
umnsinto book form. Please contact this pa-
per at < star-news@nwkansas.com> ifyouare
interested in purchasing one. Itis$24 for a
hardback book, whichincludespostage& han-
dling.)

Arts Center wraps up “Produce for Victory”

TotheEditor:

The Carnegie Arts Center has ended its |

showing of the Smithsonian exhibition “Pro-
duce for Victory: Posters on the American

HomeFront, 1941-1945.” | amwritingtore- |= e

portonthewonderful activitiesthat havetaken
placein Goodlandinconjunctionwiththispre-
sentation and to thank the organizations and
individuals who helped make this one of the
most successful exhibitsfor the center.

Community participation and enthusiasm
werehighasthecenter hosted eventstoaccom-
pany the exhibit. Speakers from the Kansas
HumanitiesCouncil presented programs, films
fromthe 1940swereshownat thelibrary, chil-
dren and adults gathered weekly to knitinthe
basement of the center, a*“ Patriotic Celebra-
tion” washeld at theVeteransof ForeignWars,
and amusical tribute was presented at Wheat
RidgeAcres.

M orethan 550 guestsvisited thecenter dur-
ing theexhibit, and peoplefrom asfar asNew
Mexico and New Hampshire signed the guest
book. Studentsfrom asfar as Holcomb came
totheexhibit to earn extracredit for their his-
tory classes. Veterans, as well as those who
stayed at homeduringWorldWar I1, visitedthe
exhibit and shared many memorieswith us.

The opportunity to host a Smithsonian ex-
hibitionwoul d not havebeen possiblewithout
the support of the Kansas Humanities Coun-
cil. Wewereabletohost thisexhibitionbecause
of theexistenceof theMuseumon Main Street
program, a collaboration between the
Smithsonian Institution and state humanities
councilsnationwide. Museumon Main Street
focuses on providing smaller Smithsonian
exhibitionstorural communitiesand support-
ing them with locally directed public events.
Thiswas arare opportunity for the Carnegie
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ArtsCenter and wearegrateful to havebeena
host sitefor such aquality cultural program.

Wearegrateful for thesupport of individu-
alsand organi zationsthat supported our efforts
during this six-week exhibit. The Goodland
Arts Council would like to thank the High
Plains Museum for hosting the state compan-
ion exhibit, the Sherman County Historical
Society for creatingal oca exhibit at theHandy
House and the Goodland Public Library for
hosting thefilm series.

Thanks to those who contributed items for
our local exhibit at the arts center, especially
theBigTimbersMuseum of Lamar, Colo.,and
Tom Betz for hel ping organi ze the exhibition
of their original postersfromWorldWar |, and
John McDermott for loaning hiscollection of
WorldWar Il pillow slip covers. Several local
businesses al so exhibited items during the
show.

Many tal ented peopl eassi sted usin present-
ing programs. We would like to thank Carol
Jolly and her students for the wonderful mu-

sic program and Wheat RidgeAcresfor host-
ing the program, and Jessi caK annady and her
dancers for entertainment at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars; the speakers who shared their
stories that day: John Boyington, Maxine
Rauscher, Clarence Scheopner and Vernice
Leslie; and Marilyn Imel for conducting the
knitting workshop. Severa people helped in
otherways. Thecity crewshel ped moved crates
at the beginning and end of the exhibit, anc
Carolyn Applegate loaned a popcorn popper,
popcorn and suppliesfor our film nights.

Thank you to the people who hel ped publi-
cize al these events for the arts center, The
Goodland Star-Newsfor thewonderful cover-
ageof all our events, CurtisDuncanand KL OE
for al your reminders on the radio, and Ron
Barkley for his continued support of all our
programs.

Finally, a big thank-you to all the gallery
volunteers, staff and board members who
worked very hard during thesix-week exhibit.

Wearepleased so many individualsfromour
areavisited theartscenter and our community
during this exhibition. Thank you againto all
who supported our efforts during this unique
opportunity.

TinaGoodwin, director

CarnegieArtsCenter

Goodland

kansas.com>.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include atelephone number and a signature. Unsigned |l etters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good
taste. We encourage | etters, with address and phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
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