Donna Sullivan and Walter Sacarto, both of Burlington, square
danced Saturday, as Marie Edwards called a dance at Edwards
Hall. Members of the club promenading home were (from left) Janet
Olivieri, Kathryn Wedermeyer, Jim Wedermeyer, Walter Sacarto

and Edwards.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News
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Squaredancing callsechodancers’ enthusiasm

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Squaredance callsechoed from
the rafters Saturday at Edwards
Hall: “Swing your partner round
andround,” “dosi do,” “promenade
home.”

Eighteen members of the
Goodland Promenaders Square-
dance Club met at the hall, as the
club normally doesonthefirst and
third Saturday of each month, for
food and dancing.

Memberssay modernlifeandthe
aging of dancersthreatentheclub’s

survival, but distancedoesn’t seem
to hold the dancers back.

Membersof theclub travel from
western Kansas and eastern Colo-
rado to form squaresfor the name-
sake dance, and callers are hired
from across Kansas and Colorado.

The Goodland club is about the
only onebetween hereand Denver,
said Marie Edwards, owner of the
hall, butthereisonein Colby. Mem-
berscomefrom Stratton, Cheyenne
Wells and Burlington, Colo.,
Winonaand Goodland.

The caller Saturday was Mike

Olivieri, who traveled from Lake-
wood, Colo., with hiswife Janet to
call thedanceandtocut upthefloor
when he could get achance.

Thoughthemembershaveagood
time, their numbersare dwindling.
Modern lifestyles are helping to
push the traditional American
danceinto obscurity.

“We're losing members to old
ageand bad hips,” said Bob Daise,
president of theclub, “andit seems
young people aren’t interested in
squaredancing.”

People used to get together to

dancein barns nearly every week-
end, Daisesaid. Itwasjust expected
that people either went out or had
peopleover every weekend. People
usedto havetomaketheir ownfun,
hesaid, but now they watch tel evi-
sion.

Admitting that the dance is not
beingthehottest new trend, diehard
square dancers do all they can to
keepit alive. And they haveablast
doingit.

Edwards said she offers lessons
in the fall to anyone interested in
joining the club, and members

travel to festivalsand conventions
to learn new steps and dance with
and meet thousands of fellow
“squares.”

TheGoodland clubbelongstothe
Tri-State Square Dance Council, a
member of the Colorado State
Square DanceAssociation, and the
Northwest Kansas Square Dance
Association, amember of theKan-
sas State A ssociation.

Each state has a festival every
year, whichmany of thedancersat-
tend. The Kansas festival will be
Friday and Saturday, June 4 and 5,

inSalina

The53rd National SquareDance
Conventionwill beinDenver at the
National Western Complex near |-
70, next month.

Theclubmeetsat 7:30p.m. onthe
first and third Saturday of each
monthexcept July andAugust at the
hall, at 2431 Walnut in Goodland.
Thereisnoal cohol or smoking, anc
families and people of al ages are
welcome.Edwards is the club’s
caller and round dance cuer, anc
Kathryn Wedermeyer is the secre-
tary-treasurer.

City hires expert witnesses for water park dispute

STEEVER, from Page 1

said, but theissuecouldwindupin
arbitration, or in court.

“Mediation issort of over,” said
attorney Mike Foust, representing
Bankwest.

“The contracts require going to
arbitration,” said attorney Jerry
Fairbanks, representing First Na-
tional Bank of Goodland.

The banks areinvolved because
the city used alease/purchase plan
to build the water park. The banks
are the lease holders and the city

paysthemyearly rentuntil thelease
ispaid off in 10 years.

Commissioner Dean Blume
asked if the expert witnesses are
goingtobeabletodecidewhoisat
fault.

“That is what our expert wit-
nessesaregoingtosay,” Foust said.
“They will examine the whole
project and determine what is
wrong and what it will cost to have
it fixed.”

“You have to be able to specifi-
cally show there is something
wrong,” Fairbanks said. “ Some

peoplebelievethat arbitrationwill
keep them out of the courtroom,
and be cheaper. That is not true.
Theprocessistreated muchlikea
trial, with both sides putting on
their expertsand then the arbitra-
tion committee, which is usually
three people, will decide who is
right and assign the blame and
costs.”

“Kind of expensive,” Blume
said. “If wedon't do this, wewill
havetofixit ourselves. Doweget
these costsback?’

“There is no guarantee,”

Fairbanks said. “ This can go back
totheoriginal designto seeif there
wasanengineeringerror all theway
through the construction.”

“We have to get our own ex-
perts,” Foust added.

“No one wantsto take responsi-
bility,” Pickman said, “partly be-
causethey don’t know what it will
taketofixit.

“This hasn’t been done on a
speedy basis. We have been trying
to get this solved over the past two
years or more. We started this pro-
cessin 2001 whentheproblemfirst

Plant moving ahead, president says

PLANT, from Page 1

can’t train them overnight. Thisis
very involved.

“We have a significant investor
whoisnotfromthelocal area, since
thelocal investment did not happen.

“| personally have taken the
chance and | am not going any-
where. No one in Goodland has
been financially injured. We have
spent money inthecity, andwewill
be spending morein thefuture.

“Every bit of resourceswe have
wearespendinginthat building. We
said wewould spend our $800,000
toget it upand needed the $800,000
from investors. The city and state

have stepped up, but we have not
seen any significant local invest-
ment, so we haveto go outside the
area.

“l am positive and am not dis-
heartened about how it is moving
aong. Wearecommittedtogetting
that plant open. | am 100 percent
committed, | havetoo muchmoney
invested.

“We can only spend at therate |
can get it or as| can get people to
investinit. | wishwehad somepri-
vate investment quicker. We are
very close, and onemoretruck load
of equipmentistoarriveinthenext
week.

Wewill beableto start making a

Sale!
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20 0 Ofﬂ everything outside the greenhouse

includes Trees ® Shrubs « Perennials ® Grasses

Friday, Saturday and Sunday only

May 21st, 22nd and 23rd

Moonlight Gardens
Call 785-462-6355
Located from Colby 3 miles North on Highway 25, 1/2 miles West
Hours: 9:30 - 5:00 CDST Monday - Saturday
Tuesday and Thursday till 8 p.m. CDST
Sunday 1-5 p.m.

Sale!

Internettonight! 899-2338

limited amount of parts, and expect
to ship out the first finished parts
around the end of June.

“We will be set up properly so
whenweship partsout, they will be
properly documented and in-
spected.

“Thecomputer systemisnow up
and interlinked between Corona,
Calif., Wichitaand Goodland.

“Andy Laueisnow doing finan-
cial statements for all the opera-
tions. Wehad atimegettingthetele-

corrections

phonecompaniesto get thisupand
running.

“Itisanimportant part that allows
theinspectorsto provethe produc-
tion process and how we get the
material.

“We have our first PMASs in
Wichita, and with that in place, we
are making progress. Making the
partswill betheeasiest part of this.

“1 cantell youHerbMenoldisnot

going away.”

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news

should befair andfactual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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SIGCO Sun Products
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appeared after the new water park
had been open for the first few
months.

Mayor Rick Billinger asked the
lawyers if they were comfortable
with the selection of the experts.

“If we are going to spend the
money, wewant to get good ones,”
themayor said.

Pickmansaidthisprocesswill not
be quick, but that it should end the
disagreement.

“No matter what the final deci-
sion and who they decide is at
fault,” hesaid, “it will betheend of
theprocess.”

Commissioner Chuck Lutters
moved to hire Building Tech Con-
sultantsof Niwot, Colo. asthecon-
struction consultant and Merlo
Consulting Engineers of Engle-
wood, Colo., as the consulting fo-
rensic engineers. Blume seconded
the motion and it passed unani-
mously.

Pickman said representatives

frombothfirmshad already beenin
Goodland and started their re-
search.

Theratesfor theprofessional ser-
vices from Building Tech start at
$110an hour for the principal engi-
neer, $90 an hour for the associate
engineer, $45anhour for other staff,
$30anhour fortypingandclerical.
Travel is 33 cents per mile anc
deposition testimony is $210 per
hour with athree-hour minimum.

Thehourly ratesfor Merlo Con-
sulting starts at $275 for George
Merlo’'s expert witness testimony,
and $180 an hour for investigation.
Other experts would cost $225 an
hour for testimony and $140an hour
for investigation.

Typingandadministrationwould
be $45 an hour.

Merlo's contract says they bill
services in a four-hour minimum
increments, and time over four
hoursbut lessthaneightisinvoiced
at eight hours.

www.shayrealty.com

CHEYENNE CO. KANSAS CRP FOR SALE: 320 total acres with
311 acres in CRP (payment of $34.89/ac. thru 2013). SE/4 Sec. 6 & NE/4
Sec. 7, 3-39. Located 2'/2 N. & 3 E. of St. Francis.

100 ACRES ON RIVER BOTTOM: This great site for a home offers
beautiful view of Republican River and abundant wildlife; domestic well &
electricity; 63 acres in CRP. Just 15 mi. NE of St. Francis, KS.

1,930 ACRES KIT CARSON CO. LAND & IMPROVEMENTS: 869
ac. irrigation, 752 ac. crop & CRP & 309 ac. grass. Very nice 3,636 sq. ft.
brick home, older 2nd home, shop, 2 Morton bldgs., lots of grain storage.
Property may be split. Approx. 10 mi. S. & 7 mi. E. of Burlington, CO.
SHERMAN CO. GRASS & CROP FOR SALE: 380 ac. dryland &
492 ac. grass. Good soils & bases, clean grass w/4-wire fencing, 1 windmill
& 1 submer. pump. Property may be split. 10 N. & 2 E. of Goodland, KS.
480 ACRES SHERMAN CO. GRASSLAND: Very clean grass with
4-wire fencing, 3 windmills. 10 N. & 4 E. of Goodland, KS.

236 ACRES IRRIGATION: 690 GPM well, currently flood irrigated,
good bases. Sec. 18, 8-42, Sherman Co., 1 mi. North of Kanorado, KS.

3,091 sq. ft. brick ranch-style w/5
bdrms, 4 baths, full basement; deck;
48°x97 metal bldg. 1009 Rd. Z. Just
9 mi. N. of Levant, KS I-70 Exit.

HORSE RANCH W/360 AC.:
3,288 sfhome w/finished basement;
150°x300’ lighted arena; horse barn;
shop; livestock buildings; mature
pines; 4 pastures w/piped water. 25
mi. NE of Limon, CO.

2222

REALTY Inc.

107 E. Washington ¢ St. Francis, KS

Serving Kan. - Colo. - Neb.
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GREATHOME ON 9.6 ACRES: |-

RENOVATED HOME ON 16+/- AC.:
5 bdrm., 2.5-bath home in a very pri-
vate setting. New kitchen, master
bedroom with Jacuzzi, new hard-
wood floors, tile & carpeting; new
well & septic; 3-car garage, 28°x36’
barn & other out-buildings w/new
roofs. Mature trees & abundant wild-
life. 2620 Rd. 75. Located 12 mi. NE
of Goodland, KS.

Rodney W. Shay, 785-332-2566
Ryan W. Shay, 783-332-2566
Reese W. Shay, 970-332-3350
Diana Argabright, 785-626-3196
Our Goal is

Your Satisfaction!
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