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from our viewpoint...

Time to remember
those who serve

Monday will mark the 136th observance of Memorial Day,
whichtracesitshistory back totheCivil War era. OnMay 30, 1868,
the graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington
National Cemetery were decorated with flowers.

Asweprepareto observethisday of remembrance, wefind our
servicemen and women in another conflict halfway around the
world. ThisMemorial Day, the message must bethat we support
what our troopsaredoingin lrag.

Thissupport isunwavering, despitethefact thereisnot aclear
plan to extricate them from what is becoming ahostile environ-
ment. Fightingthewar totopple Saddam Husseinwasaplan many
approved, and we appeared to have pulled it off without losing a
large number of Americanlives.

That has changed in the past six months. In April, welost 136
soldiersto suicide bombers and ambush attacks on our troopsas
they patroled thecitieswhileanIragi government triestodevel op
and take control.

Reminders of what has gone before abound the closer we get
toMemorial Day. Sunday morning wasone of those, asthe 16th
annual Run for the Wall rolled down 1-70 on their way east to
Washington for the Rolling Thunder parade on Sunday in sup-
port of Prisonersof War and MissinginActionfor themorethan
1,800 Vietnam sol dierswho remain unaccounted for.

Over the past 10 years, there have been 50th anniversary cel-
ebrations of the milestones of World War 11, including this June
whenthey mark the60th anniversary of thelandingsat Normandy.
Thiswas awar — both in Europe and in the Pacific — that had
truly the backing of the A merican people, and thewhol e country
put their shoul derstothewheel sto providethemen, material and
sacrificeto carry themissiontovictory.

It hasbeen 28 yearssinceAmericaunceremoniously left Saigon
asthelast helicopter took off fromtheembassy compoundjust as
the gates fell to the North Viethamese. The 25th anniversary
passed with only afew television and newspaper commentaries
on how the country of Vietnam had changed sincethen.

Standing onthe Caldwell overpassover |-70 Sunday morning,
About 20 Goodland people — some vets, some not — watched
andwaved astherowspassed by. Goosebumpsformed and achill
ran down their spines asthe hundreds of motorcyclescame over
thebridge at thewest Goodland exit and rolled east.

Themissionof theRunfor theWall isabout rememberingthose
unaccounted for, and giving Vietnam Veterans the opportunity
to get thewelcome homethey never had. It ispart of the healing
process.

Today, the country is behind thetroopsin Irag, but American
political history showsthelonger the conflict, the morerestless
the country becomes. Asthe deaths of our troops slide from the
top storiesand ontotheinside pages, wecannot allow themtofed
thereisany lesssupport at home.

The recent stories and pictures about prisoner abuse make it
harder to understand what we are doing in Irag, and the suicide
bombskeep adding to the body count, which makesmothersand
fathersnervous.

Nomatter whether you, afamily member or afriend haveserved
orareservinginthemilitary, stopforamoment on M onday morn-
ing and remember them. Better yet, attend aMemorial Day ser-
vice so your support for our troops can be a visible reminder of
thefreedomsA mericansenjoy and must defend— even half way
round theworld. —Tom Betz
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U.5. MILITARY COURT-MARTIALS
ARE ABOUT TO CONVENE OVER THE

HUMILIATING, DEHUMANIZING

puotos oF MUSLIM prisoners
THNT COVTMZE TO INSULT

OH...AND
SOME AMERICAN
WAS
BPEHEADED...

Visiting Fort Sumter a history lesson

A visit to our daughter and son-in-law in
Augusta, Ga., turnedintoahistory lessonwhen
we found ourselves on aferry going from
Charleston, S.C,. to Fort Sumter.

While most of us don’t remember much of
what we learned in American history, we do
know that thefirst shotsof the Civil War were
fired at Fort Sumter.

South Carolinians have always been a hot-
headed bunch. Thestatewasthefirsttodeclare
its independence from Great Britain and the
first to secedefromtheUnion.

In November 1860, Abraham Lincoln was
€l ected president asaRepublicanonacontain-
davery (but not abolitionist) platform. OnDec.
20, South Carolinacalledit quits.

Charlestonwasacommercial center and her
harbor had several forts, most of them un-
manned and in poor repair.

Most of the troops were stationed in Fort
Moultrie, which was vulnerable to land attack.
Thecommander, Mgj. Robert Anderson, moved
his troops to the more defensible island of Fort
Sumterinthemiddleof thenight after spikingall
thegunsleft behind at Fort Moultrieon Dec. 26.

At thefort, Major Anderson had about four
months of supplies and 85 men, including an
eight-man Army band. The fort, under con-
struction since 1829, was unfinished and al-
though there were plenty of cannons, most
weren’'t mounted.

The Confederates took over Fort Moultrieto
the northeast, put men at Fort Johnson to the
southwest, took over Castle Pickney, afortifica-
tion on a small island to the west, fortified
Cummings Point to the south and put warships
intheharbor, surrounding Fort Sumter.

His efforts not to ‘close off

TotheEditor:

After beingacity commissioner for alittleover
ayear, |’ ve gained some val uable knowledge.

The most important of all isthat | have no

control over thepress. That istotally up tothe =y

editor and what hewantsto print.

Onething | know isthat everyone hasadif-
ferent opinion, none necessarily being more
right than the others.

IntheMay 18 paper, Editor Tom Betzwrote
that | was" considering closing some govern-
ment discussions to the public by wanting to
change the quorum at the city meetingsfrom
threetofour.”

Nothing isfarther from thetruth. He failed
toprintthat I’ vetried gettingthe“visitors’ slot
put back in the agenda, and discussed at a
couple meetings having them televised to
makethe city more accessibleto the public.

| want thecitizenstofeel welcomeand beas
involved as possi bl e by, making the meetings
moreopen. | alsowant to dothebest that | can
for thecity by being informed about al theis-
suesand ideas surrounding every subject.

Isn’t being informed the only way to make
thebest decisions?

One of thereasons| ran for this office was
there seemed to be alack of communication
between the city commissioners themselves
and between them and the citizens.

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

Maj. Anderson and his men started making
thefort moredefensiblewhilediplomatsinboth
theNorthand South squared off. In Charleston,
new fortificationswere put into place.

OnFeb. 18, 1861 Jefferson Daviswasinau-
gurated aspresident of the Confederate States
of America and on March 3, Pierre T.G.
Beauregard was appointed commander of
Confederate troops in Charleston. The next
day, Lincolnwasinaugurated inWashington.

Thegarrisonat Fort Sumter had only 40days
of food left and Lincoln sent arelief expedi-
tion. OnApril 11, Gen. Beauregard demanded
thefort’ssurrender but Mgj. Andersonrefused.
The two were friends; Anderson had been
Beauregard'sartillery instructor at West Point,
but such wasthe Civil War.

At4:30a.m.April 12,1861, thefirst shotwas
fired on Fort Sumter from Fort Johnson, an air
burst fromamortar tosignal theshellingto be-
gin. Thefort wascaughtin aviciouscrossfire

With powder bagsin short supply, the fort
did not return fire until 7 am. when the sec-
ond-in-command, Capt. Abner Doubleday,
who later would invent baseball, fired at the
battery on Cummings Point.

Thefort washeavily damaged by the shell-
ing. Theworst problem was hot shot, heated
cannon balls, which set the wooden roofs of
the officers’ quarters on fire. The powder

from our
readers

® to the editor

If thecommissionersarenot ableto discuss
anything other than for afew hours amonth,
how is a city suppose to progress and move
forward at a pace necessary to keep ahead of
other citiesfighting to do the same?

Betz seemstothink that by havingagquorum
of four that something underhanded or illegal
can take place. Can't that happen even if the
guorum isjust three?

Betz also states that raising the quorum.
“might also makeit difficult for the commis-
sion to hold some meetings. If morethen one
member isabsent...”

Thepresent situation allowsjust threecom-
missionersto makepolicy onany issue. | think
that if more than one commissioner isabsent,
there shouldn’t be any decisions made. Any-
time a decision is made that affects all the
peopleof Goodland, thereshould bemorethan
three commissioners present.

Isthe changing of the quorum, whichisal-
lowed by statelaw, goingtohel pour City move
forward?
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magazineweredirectly under them.

Therewerenot enoughdefenderstofightthe
rebelsand thefire, so after 34 hoursof amost
continuous shelling, Maj. Anderson surren-
dered the fort. He, his men and the flag were
alowedtoleavefor New York.

About 2p.m. onApril 14, the 33-star Union
flag waslowered with a100-gun sal ute. Mid-
way throughthesal ute, agunmisfired and Pvt.
Daniel Houghwaskilled. Hebecamethefirst
casualty of thewar, asno one had been killed
during the 34-hour bombardment.

Theruined fort wastaken over by the Con-
federatetroops, who reinforced itswallswith
cotton bales, earth and sand.

Federal forcestriedtoretakethefortin 1863
and 1864, sinceit caused aholein the Union
blockade of southern ports.

Inits first bombardment by Confederate
troops, the fort was hit with 3,000 shots and
shellsbut suffered nodeaths. By thetime Con-
federate troops abandoned it in 1865, more
than 40,000 rounds had been fired at the fort
and morethan 300 menhad died. Thefort was
reducedtorubble.

Between 1870 and 1876, theArmy beganre-
buildingthefort.. [twasrefortified and new guns
putin placeover thenext century asit protected
the harbor at Charleston through the Spanish
American War and WorldWars| and 1.

By theend of WorldWar 11, stationary coastal
defenseswereconsidered obsol ete, and thefort
wasnamedaNationa Monumentin1948. To-
day itisapopular tourist spot manned by the
U.S. Park Service.

Men in uniform have returned to Fort
Sumter.

discussions

This commissioner thinksit will, but that's
my opinion.

David Daniels, city commissioner

Goodland

TotheEditor:

How canyou uphold “red-ink-war wimps”
— Bush, draft dodger Cheney and Rummy,
killing 136 GlsinApril.

They didn’t enlist to get killed? Plus hun-
dredsmorefor Bush's personal vendetta.

Aslong as Schrubisinoffice, we'll always
have terrorism! He can’t rule world. Hitler
tried, and what happened?

Trillionsindebt brought onby wimp Schrub.

$200 million campaign fundsfor aidiot for
president. What are the world and U.S. com-
ingto?

Hegot in by crook anyway, and is most un-
fitidiot I’ veever known.

I’'m 78, aWorld War 11 vet. If | was of ser-
vice age, | d be a conscientious objector im-
mediately!

Republican thoughts. “ Gut the poor. Fatten
therich.”

Robert D. Russall

Goodland

PS: Where's the weapons of mass destruc-
tion? Wimp sure suckered abunch of humans
with hisvendetta.

garfield

THERE'S A SLICE OF PIZZA
STUOCK TO THE CEILING

TR DANeS 5-25

ANPD IT APPEARS TO
BE LOOSENING
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