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Today
+ Sunset, 8:01 p.m.
Wednesday
*Sunrise, 5:25 a.m.
+ Sunset, 8:02 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 66 degrees
+ Humidity 39 percent
+ Sky sunny
+ Winds northwest 18 mph
+ Barometer 29.79 inches
andrising
+ Record High today 97° (1964)
* Record Low today 29° (1992)

Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 83°
Low Sunday 43°
Precipitation none
This month 0.26
Year to date 4.60
The Topside Forecast

Today: partly cloudy, high
around 70, low near 45, winds
northeast 11-30 mph. Wednes-
day: mostly sunny, high around
78, low around 49, winds west
southwest 7-13 mph.

Extended Forecast

Thursday: mostly sunny, high
around 84, low around 58. Friday:
mostly sunny, higharound 91, low
near 49. Saturday: mostly sunny,
high near 83, low around 50. Sun-

day: mostly sunny, high around 80.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.55 bushel
Posted county price — $3.42
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn— $2.84 bushel
Posted county price — $2.72
Loan deficiency pmt. — O¢
Milo — $2.54 bushel
Soybeans — $8.13 bushel
Posted county price — $8.42
Loan deficiency pmt. — O¢
Millet — $6.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Qil current crop — $10.95 cwt.
NuSun—$11.20 cwt.
Confection— $16/$9cwt.
Pinto beans — $15
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

10 track stars
head for state

Senior Josef Felver won
this heat of the 100-meter
dash at the Northwest Kan-
sas League tournament on
May 14 in Oakley. Ten mem-
bers of the Goodland track
team will heading to state.
Story, photo on Page 11.

Techm College _' grdtes 200

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Nearly 200 studentsweresent out
on their careers Friday following
graduation from the Northwest
Kansas Technical College.

The graduates received advice
from Reginald L. Robinson, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
the  Kansas
Board of Re-
gents, duringthe
commencement
address.

Counselor
Paul Chaffinan-
nounced that the
Student of the
Year was Chris
Biel from the
electronics and
computer department. Chaffinsaid
itwasacloserace, andtheboard had
trouble choosing just one.

Theother candidatesweredepart-
ment Students of the Year, Eric
L obmeyer, auto body repair; Abel
Ontiveroz, automotivetechnology;
LorielleGohl, businesstechnol ogy;
Gerardo Lazo, carpentry; Landon
Tucker, communications technol-
ogy; ChrisGilbert,communications
network; Shayla Cochran, com-
puter graphics, Crystal Murray, cos-
metology; Benjamin Michadl, die-
sel technology; JamieMontes, el ec-
trical engineering; Ben Lacy, engi-
neering Kristin Sander, medical as-
sistant; and ChrisSchmidt, welding.

President Ken Clouserecognized
Sharon Kenny, acashier inthe caf-
eteriafor 26 yearswith thecollege;
Judy Escudero, cafeteria manager
for 25years; and Mark Smith, a25-
year board member. All areretiring.

Kenny saidshehasal ot of memo-
riesfromhertimeat thecollege, and
she thanked the people who made
them. She said it hasbeen afast 25
years.

Smith said he is honored and
proud to be associated with thecol -
lege. He served as chairman for 10
of the 25 yearsand is currently the
secretary. Escudero wasnot ableto

Robinson

The expressions (above) told it all as the nearly 200 graduates of
the Northwest Kansas Technical College filed into Max Jones Field-

house Friday afternoon. Emily Pelster (right) applauded as she
waited for her turn to accept a diploma as one of the first women to

graduate of the building construction program.
Photos by Sharon Corcoran / The Goodland Star-News

attend becauseof apinched nervein
her hip.

Clousepresented goldwatchesto
theretirees.

In the commencement address,
Robinsonsaidweliveinaworldthat
hasahigh level of anxiety.

“Wearefacing anoverwhelming
array of choicesevery day,” hesaid,
giving the exampl e of aman shop-
pingforjeans. Themandoesn’tjust
haveto choose hissize, healso has
to choose regular fit or relaxed fit,
acid wash or regular wash.

There used to be only threetele-
vision channels, Robinson said,
ABC, NBC and CBS, and some-
timesPBS. Now therearehundreds.

“Choiceisgood,” hesaid, “but |
wonder if too much choice canfuel

anxiety.”

Robinson said hisfirst piece of
advicefor studentsisto know what
they want and not to compare with
other peopleto decide.

“Know yourself,” he said. “To
thine own self betrue.”

Hetold them not to be led or co-
erced or feel they have to find the
same old, tired solutions that have
been used before, but to think “ out-
sidethe box.”

“Asyouliveout thescript of your
life,” Robinson said, “don’t be
afraid to depart from the script.”

Headvisedthegraduatestosmile,
benice, read abook onceinawhile,
call afamily member just to say
“hello” andtowritesomeoneanote,
not an e-mail, oncein awhile.

County departments defend purchases

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News
Sherman County department
heads told the commissioners |ast
Tuesday they weredoing their best
to buy in the county, buy that they
felt business people needed to talk
tothemabout what isavailablehere.
Questions about out-of-county
purchasing were brought up at a
commissionmeetingonApril 30by
Carolyn Applegate, county eco-
nomicdevel opment director, and at
theMay 4meeting by DennisBentz-
inger of Med Enterprises.
Applegate said her research of
four of the county departments
showed that as much as $300,000 a
year was going out of the county.
Bentzinger said he had seen an in-
voice for fire equipment which he
could provide and had submitted a
bidwhichwascheaper thanwhat the
county bought.
The commissioners decided to
bring the department heads in last

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News
Theregional EnterpriseFacili-
tationprogramisinthethirdyear,
and with the addition of $10,000
from each of thesix countiesand
another $40,000 grant from the
state, theprogramwill beassured
of two more.
The program started as one of
six inthe state as experiment un-
der Gov. Bill Graves. The West-

ernK ansasEnterpriseFacilitation
Consortium isthe only one west
of Hays. It covers Sherman,
Greeley, Wichita, Scott, Kearny
and Lane counties.
Commissioner Kevin Rasure
said Kearny, Scott and Wichita
counties have approved the
$10,000, and that WallaceCounty
wouldbeinvitedtojointhegroup.
Sherman County Economic
Development Director Carolyn

Regional Enterprise program plans for next two years

Applegatewasasked her opinion
of continuing the program.

“1 think itisagood thing,” she
said, “and| seeabetter deal since
they changed employees. | would
liketo seethiskeep going.”

“1 wasimpressed by thepeople
on the board,” Commissioner
Chuck Thomas said. “I wasim-
pressed with Wade Phillips and
what he hasto say. | think he has
theexperienceto helpthesebusi-

nesspeople.”

County Clerk Janet Rumpel
saiditwouldbeagoodideatore-
view the current board members
from Sherman County, saying
thereare several who may not be
interested. Shesaid areplacement
needsto beappointed for thelate
Merlyn Stasser.

The commissioners unani-

See PROGRAM, Page 3

Tuesday for adiscussionof purchas-
ing policy, andwerepreparingaspe-
cial memo and aform for explain-
ing-out-of county purchases.
“Wehavetoldyouduringthebud-
get processthat wehave apolicy to
purchase locally,” Commissioner
Mitch Tiede told the department

heads. “We have seen afew in-
stanceswhereit appearsthingsare
being bought out of the county.
“Webelieveyouaredoingagood
job, but we need toreview what we
aredoing. Therearereasonsto pur-
chaseout of thecounty, but wewant
to ask you to keep everythinglocal

Teacher puts her effort into

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

West Elementary school teacher
Pat Thompson personifiesthe con-
cept “for God and Coun-
try.”

She puts alot of effort
into Heritage Renewad, a |,
grassroots organization
dedicated to educating
people about America's
Godly heritage and acti-
vating them to take an ac-
tive part in the political
process.

“Forty-fivemillionChristiansdid
notvoteinthelast Presidential elec-
tion,” Thompson said. “ Twenty-
four millionarenot evenregistered.
Oneof our goa sistoeducatepeople
and get them to register to vote,
study the candidates' voting record
and exercise their right to make a

Thompson

choiceat the ballot box.”

Thompson said evangelist
Charles Finney said it best: “God
will bless or curse this nation ac-
cording to the course
Christians take in poli-
tics.”

Heritage Renewal ar-
ranged for the Sherman
Theatre to  show
“America’s Godly Heri-
tage” on Feb. 22, George
Washington’shirthday, to
a packed house of over
200 people. Thompson
saidthegroup hastentativeplansfor
an event around the Fourth of July.

Thompson was one of about 45
peoplecel ebratingtheNational Day
of Prayer in front of the Sherman
County Court HouseonMay 6. She
readtheprayerssentfor Goodland's
celebrationby state Sen. Stan Clark,

U.S.Rep. Jerry Moranand U.S. Sen.
Sam Brownback.

This spring, she brought nine of
her students to the Farm/City Cel-
ebrationonMarch 15togiveashort
musical program honoring lifein
America

In January, Thompson was se-
lected asthe elementary Teacher of
the Year by the Kansas Department
of theVeteransof ForeignWars. She
received the award from Raymond
Warren, chairman of the selection
committee, on April 5in aspecia
ceremony infront her family, com-
munity leadersandtheentireschool.

Thompson also was recognized
for her achievement on April 18
during the banquet for the 9th Dis-
trict of theKansasVFW spring con-
vention. She talked about why she
became ateacher and some of her
goals, which include keeping the

asmuch aspossible.
“Therearesomethingsthat can’t
be bought here, we know.”
Commissioners acknowledged
that business people have a part to
play.
“We can’t beg business people to
let usknow what they can provide,”

Heritage

spirit of America and patriotism
alivefor future generations.

“1"mthankful for theopportunity
towinthisaward,” shesaidafter the
banquet. “ 1t wasagreat honor.”

Thompson hasbeen ateacher for
18 years, the last seven teaching
first-graders at West. She said she
taught kindergarten and first-grade
for the first 10 years, then taught
fourth grade at North Elementary
for ayear before returning to West.

She graduated from Fort Hays
State in 1985 with a Bachelor of
Science in education. She earned
endorsementsfor social studiesand
compositionthat sameyear, for En-
glishin 1987 and as areading spe-
cialistin 1989.

Pat and her husband, L eonard
“Mac” Thompson were born and
raised in Goodland. She said they
met at aVFW Fourth of July cel-

Commissioner Chuck Thomas said.
“They should come see the depart-
ment heads, and thedepartment heads
should go see them. It works both
ways. That ismy two centsworth.”
“Communicationisthekey,” said
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Renewal

ebrationin 1962 whichfeaturedthe
singer immy Reeves. They marriec
onApril 21, 1963.

MacservedintheU.S.Armyfrom
195910 1962, mainly asaradar op-
erator in aNike/Hercules battalion
in Alaska with the North Americe
Air Defense Command.

The Thompsons had four sons
Marsh, Matthew, Mitchand Nathan.
Marsh and Matthew werekilled in
acar accidentin1981. Mitch, a1988
graduateof Fort HaysState, isinhis
10th season at the hitting coach for
the Baylor University baseball
team.

Nathan is ajunior majoring in
kiniesology and a player on the
basebal | team. The Patriotsfinished
their season 44-16 and wonthe Na-
tional Christian College Athletic
AssociationWorld Seriesplayedin
Ohio this past weekend.



