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from our viewpoint...

Death closes career
of remarkable man

The untimely death Saturday night of Oakley’s Stan
Clark closed aremarkable political career.

In adecade in the Kansas Senate, Clark surprised us
againand again.

Hewonthe40th District seatinacoupagainst the* mod-
erate” wing of theRepublican party, regular Republicans
who thought the post pretty much belonged to them. He
wonre-electiontwice, and likely would havewon again
thisfall.

Hisquiet demeanor and seriousnaturebelied akeen po-
litical sense. Opponentsusually underestimated him.

He won the seat in a special Republican convention
called after Sen. Sheila Frahm of Colby resigned to be-
comelieutenant governor under Bill Graves. Frahm, who
left thestatehousetoreplaceBob DoleintheU.S. Senate
whenheranfor president, wasakey figureinthemoder-
ate wing in these parts. And that group thought it had a
lock on her seat.

When the del egates convened, though, Stan Clark had
thevotes.

When he ran for re-election, the moderates usually
thought they could beat him. Thewerewrong.

His position as a conservative left Clark at odds with
themoreliberal Senate |eadership much of thetime, but
he became an effective and knowledgeabl e senator. No
onehaveabetter grasponthestatebudget or what it meant
to peopleinthisarea. Colleaguesremarked that he actu-
ally read all the billsand caught many errors.

Stan Clark grew to know thebudget and thelegisative
processaswell asanyone. Eventhosewhodisagreedwith
him knew him asaman of good will and personal integ-
rity.

Asalegidator, Clark was available to those he repre-
sented. He spent long hourson theroad, traveling to To-
pekaand back, and toured hisvast 18-county district —
covering the entire northwest corner of the state— each
year.

In Topeka, he gained seniority and became acommit-
tee chairman. The moderates may have thought him a
bumpkin, with histhick glassesand hispersonal commit-
ment to hisreligion— hewasamember of the Dunkard
Brethren Church— but thosewho knew him called him
akind and decent man. Hisboyishgrinand sandy hairwon
many friends.

Stan Clark wasararepolitician, honest, hard-working,
knowledgeable. His passing leave his seat up for grabs.
Thevoterswill pick asuitablecandidatetotakehisplace,
but it will be some time before his successor canfill his
shoes.

There was even talk that he might have run for presi-
dent of the Senatenext year. Hisopponents, undoubtedly,
would have underestimated him. — Steve Haynes.
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Meeting In the middle can be tough

Steveisanight person. | am aday person.

| get up early. Hestaysuplate.

Wemeetinthemiddle.

Themiddlesometimesgetsstretched, how-
ever. Thismeans he gets up alot earlier than
hewantsand | stay upalot later than| plan.

Thismakesusbothalittlegrouchy at times.

Last week, | figured | had it made. Steve
would be out of town. | could go to bed early
and liveat my own pace.

That wasbefore| found out about prom.

Eachyear, theOberlin Rotary Club sponsors
theafter-promparty. It startsat 12:30a.m. and
ends about 3:30 am. | was signed up to work
the12:30-1:30a.m. shift. Somuchforearly to
bed.

| also needed to take picturesfor the paper,
sol gottotheparty at 11 p.m. and started shoot-
ing pictures of the kids dancing and having a
great time.

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

| thengot picturesof thecrowning of theking
and queen and a bunch of shots of the after-
prom party, after the kids changed from tux-
edosand ball gownsto T-shirtsand cutoffs.

| gaveupabout 2:30a.m. and headedfor the
office. | haddrunk acoupleof cupsof diet Peps
and was wired. | downloaded my pictures,
chosethe ones| wanted and headed home.

I[twas3:30am. and | wasstill wideawake.
A hot bath and agood book got meto sleep as
theclock struck 4a.m. | wasglad | had beento
church Saturday night. | definitely wasn't
planning to get up before noon on Sunday.

At10am., though, thephonerang. My hus-
band — ontheway to New York for amemo-
rial service— waslonely andwantedtotalk. |
pointedoutthat | hadn’t had enough sleepsince
| had been up until 4a.m. Hegot up at 6 am..
He said hewould call one of our children anc
wakethem up.

| couldn’t get back to sleep, so | got up and
fiddled around until it was time to leave for
Norton’sgraduation.

After thegraduation, | downloaded pi ctures
and headed for home and the couch. | had no
sooner gotten to sleep when the phonerang.

Yep. ItwasStevecheckingin. That wastwice
inoneday.

He'll be home tomorrow and he' [l want to
sleepin after along weekend ontheroad.

Of course, he may have arude awakening
every day for therest of theweek.

Band of brothers meets in New York

Wewerean unlikely band of brothers.

BobNeal, reporter, editor, journalismteacher.
Today, aturkey farmer in Maine.

Jim Steele, whohit hisstrideasperhapsthebest
investigative reporter in the country, and col-
lected apair of Pulitzer medallions at the Phila-
delphialnquirer

Tom Stites, former deputy national editor at
TheNew York Times, former managing editor of
The Kansas City Times. Now the top editor for
the Unitarian Universalist Association.

Rick Serrano, aK ansasCity native, published
author, currently at theWashingtonbureau of the
LosAngelesTimes.

Me, acountry editor fromthefar edgeof Kan-
sas. | feltahumble, but | think | had the prizefor
traveling thefarthest.

The thing we had in common was that we al
started our careers, or at | east stopped over, at The
Kansas City Times, thelate and lamented morn-
ing edition of TheKansas City Sar.

Wehad gatheredin Central Park West, inmid-
town Manhattan, in the apartment where Paul
Haskinshad spent hislast years.

There, surrounded by people from the great,
gray lady of our industry, wetalked about Paul,
whodied at hisplacein Cancun. Hewasonly 62,
but hislungswere shot.

Paul was the finest editor I’ ve ever known. |
shakemy headwhen| think of his career. Hewas
the only editor who cameto work at The Times
in cowboy boots, alifelong trademark. He split
hiscareer, nearly 20 yearsinKansas City and 20
inNew York. Thefascinating thingishow hegot
there.

A high-school dropout from California, part
Native American, he stumbled into ajob at The
Kansas City Timesasacopy boy. Inthose days,
it was the custom to hire young men to answer
phonesand run errands, and give them achance
tolearnthetrade. Many drifted away, morewent
on to college or other jobs. One | knew just re-
tired aspresident of oneof KansasCity’slargest
banks.

Butalucky andtalentedfewtook root and bl os-
somedthereinthenewsroom. Paul hadbeenone
of those. Stites, | think, wastherewhenhestarted.
Steele came after him. | wasjust a college boy,
starting asareporter. Serrano may havebeenthe
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® along the sappa

last oneto start out asacopy boy.

Weall stoodinaweof Paul’sskill, hisinsight,
his passion for the news. So, apparently, did his
colleaguesinNew York. It'sunheard-of for any-
one without acollege degree to be hired at The
New York Times. Paul never did graduate from
high school, let alone college, though he taught
editing oneyear at the University of Kansas.

Herose from copy boy to city editor in Kan-
sas City, leading The Timesto a Pulitzer for its
coverage of the Hyatt Hotel bal cony collapsein
1981. In New York, heroseto chief deputy na-
tional editor, responsiblefor assignmentsacross
the country. One former boss called him “the
heart of the national desk.”

It would be easy to call Paul apiece of work.
Hewastall, gruff, imposing. Hewasademand-
ing boss, but you knew he cared morethan any-
one. Hewasthefirst onetothebar after work, he
smoked two to three packs of Pall Mallsaday,

where to write

and helived thenews.

Hewasoneof adiverseandtalented crew that
worked the night shift in Kansas City in those
days. None of us would ever say that we had
worked at The Star. We might have shared the
newsroomwiththeday crew, and our paychecks
bore the company name, but we were never of
them.

Weworked for The Kansas City Times.

Later, the company was sold, the afternoon
paper wasclosed andal ot of thosetal ented peopl e
drifted away. Thebusinesshasbecomemorecor-
porate, lessromantic.

After a decent amount of conversation anc
food, wordswere said. Paul’ swidow urged usto
haveanother drink. Whenthe party brokeup, we
went our ways. Stitesand Bob were on the same
trainout of Penn Station, and wewent downtown
together. Tom swipedusthroughthesubway turn-
stile with his farecard; they don't have tokens
anymore.

It was along weekend for me, but on the way
back fromtheDenver airport, tiredasl was, | ha
tosmile.

Paul came from another era, awonderful tra-
dition.And| just felt soproudto havebeenapart
of that.
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Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste.
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PERSONALLY, 1 PON'T THINK
IT'S ANY MORE THAN A
TWO-WOO DAY
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