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from our viewpoint...

Buying local saves
our businesses

When county commi ssionersmet with department heads
for ashowdown on buying local, it appeared theissuewas
about to be settled. But when the smoke cleared, the prob-
lemwasstill very much alive.

Spending Sherman County taxpayers' money in Sherman
County isthebest way to keep businesseshereopenandkeep
thetax level down.

For theumpteenth time, yes, itistruethat not everything
county needs can befoundin Sherman County.

That is not the issue. The problem is whether there are
things being bought out of the county that could be pur-
chased here, and whether county businesses are offering
their waresat competitive prices.

Surely anyone who lives in Sherman County and pays
taxes here seesthat every dollar which staysin the county
keeps people employed and keeps taxes coming in to pay
county employees salaries and benefits. Often, it makes
senseto spend alittle more hereif the choiceis some cata-
log center in another state or abig businessinthecity. The
county could save afew bucks, but lose thousandswhen a
local businessgoesunder.

Earlier in the month, the commissioners had devised a
simpleformto beused when apurchase had to be made out
of county. The form wasfor department headsto list what
was bought and areason it was not availablein the county.
Thisdocument would have gonealong way to satisfy citi-
zens who feel every purchase should be made within the
county. County invoices are amatter of public record and
areopen for inspection at the courthouse anyway.

County department heads saw thisform asanother piece
of paper for them to handle, and argued at the meeting that
itinterfered with their own purchasing policies.

Two of thethree commissionersapol ogized for theform,
andthechairmantol dthedepartment headsthey couldthrow
it away. There is no doubt the department heads felt they
were vindicated in their defense of the way they handle
county purchasesand will continueto do asthey seefit.

It will be back to business as usual for the commission-
ers, who will look at the monthly billsand oncein awhile
rai seaqguestion about “Why did we purchasethat fromthat
company?’ And, asusual, therewill be no answer.

Thedepartment heads should be ableto handletheir pur-
chases without every item being called into question. But
they should also be ableto back up the reason behind their
out-of-county purchaseswiththesimpleform, availableto
interested taxpayers.

Commissionersgaveinto county department headsover
Main Street business. The commissionersblinked and | ost
someof their authority; thedepartment headswontheright
not tofill out apieceof paper andlost theopportunity to de-
fend their purchasing decisions. The problem is still out
there.

It swaiting for the next showdown. — Tom Betz
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ETHEL, WE'RE
{f GONNA BE IN

OUR BOOKEEPER'S
BASEMENT FOR A
LOOOONG TIME.

10N

STATE SUPREME COURT'S
SCHOOL FINANCE RULING

AT FIRST SIGN OF

OPERATE SIREN AND
SEEK TAX SHELTERS
UNTIL “ALL CLEAR”
1S SOUNDED.

| don’'t know about you, but I think Memo-
rial Day should never end.

Here are my thoughts for the 2004 obser-
vance:

Monday was Memorial Day. Itisaspecial
day toAmericans. Wegather together to share
a common |oss, acommon patriotism and a
common hope.

American hasbeen built onthe sacrificesof
men and women from the Revol utionary War
tothecurrent Iragi war. Today | wonder: have
youand| allowedtheir sacrificestobeinvain?
Areweruiningtheir dreamsfor America? An
unknown author shareswith us: “1t’s the sol-
dier, not the reporter, who gives you freedom
of the press. It’sthe soldier, not the poet, who
gives you freedom of speech. It'sthe soldier
who salutes the flag, serves the flag, whose
coffinisdraped with theflag. That soldier al-
lowsthe protester to burntheflag!”

This Memoria Day, our hearts are full —
evenaswefindit difficult to expressour feel-
ings. We are proud of our America— and we
are proud of those who died to give us that
America. Yetwestrugglewithinconsistencies.

Wesupport our troopsinthisnew war, while
struggling withwhether or not thewar itself is
justified. Somehow therearenot clear-cutlines
inthiswar, maybenotinany war. Maybeonly
history drawsthoselinesfor usafter thebattle-
fieldsaresilent.

Asweremember our dead, let usnot forget
to remember the survivorsal so.

No onewho goesto war comesout of it un-
scarred. A * For Better or For Worse' Cartoon
by Lynn Johnson showsadaughter infront of
atelevision set asher father enterstheroom:

Daughter: “Daddy, on just about every TV
station, there’sstuff about thewar.”

Daddy: I know. Your grandpafoughtinthe
last world war.”

Daughter: “ Did he shoot anybody?’

Father: “Yes, hedid.”

Daughter: “Really?’

Father: “Hehadto, or theother soldier would
have shot him.”

Daughter: “Wow! Grandpa never told me
about that.”

Father:“1 know. Hedoesn'tliketotalk about
it. Hesaysit'sjust too painful.”

Daughter: “ Thenwhy do they show thewar
onTV?

Father: “ Becauseit wasfought for our free-
domandallowsustolivetheway wedotoday.
Strange, isn'tit?That something soimportant
for usto remember...issomething that others
try sohardtoforget.”

Survivors not only make sacrifices; they
havetolivewith thememories.

We talk about soldiers, sailors and airmen
dying to preserve our way of life. Yet, I'm
grieved that they’ re now asked to diefor aso-
ciety that Andrew Greeley says“has become
fataly ill from its own excesses.” (InVirgin
and Martyr). | wonder: how much longer will
we have anation worth dying for?

Human beingscanbegood or bad, honorable
or immoral. It's up to us, the living, to shape
values. A popular author Dean Koontz saidin
Fear Nothing: “Weareanarrogant species, full
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of terrible potential. But we also have agreat
capacity forlove, friendship, generosity, kind-
ness, faith, hopeandjoy.” Let usnot only re-
member sacrifices, but pledgeto live for the
greater values—tonot only keepAmericafree
but towork toward hel ping al peoplesbefree.

Wetalk about theAmericandreamand how
our military peoplefight and diefor it.

Just who isthe American in that American
dream?An e-mail was sent around theworld
last year. It's called “Who isAn American?’
I’dliketo sharepartsof it withyou:

“Sometimein 2003, therewasareport that
someonein Pakistan had publishedinanews-
paper anoffer of arewardtoanyonewhokilled
anAmerican, any American. SoanAustralian
dentist wrote the following to let everyone
know what an American is, so they would
know when they found one:

“* AnAmericanisEnglish, or French, or Ital-
ian, lrish, German, Spanish, Polish, Russian
or Greek. AnAmericanmay al sobeCanadian,
Mexican, African, Indian, Chinese, Japanese,
Korean,Australian, Iranian,Asian, orArab, or
Pakistani, or Afghan. An American may aso
be a Cherokee, Osage, Blackfoot, Navaho,
Apache, Seminole or one of the many other
tribesknown as native Americans.

“* And AmericanisaChristian, or hecould
be Jewish, or Buddhist, or Muslim. The only
differenceisthat in Americanthey arefreeto
worship as each of them chooses. An Ameri-
canisaso freeto believein no religion. For
that hewill answer only to God, not tothegov-
ernment, or to armed thugs claiming to speak
for thegovernment and for God.

“* AnAmericanisfromthemost prosperous
land in the history of the world. The root of
that prosperity canbefoundintheDeclaration
of Independence.

“* An American is generous. Americans
have hel ped out just about every other nation
intheworldintheir time of need.

“* Americans welcome the best: the best
products, the best books, the best music, the
best food, the best athletes. But they alsowel -
cometheleast. Thenational symbol of Ameri-
can, theStatueof Liberty, welcomesyourtired
and your poor, the wretched refuse of your
teeming shores, the homeless, the tempest-
tossed. These,infact, arethepeoplewhobuilt
America.

“‘Soyou cantry to kill an American if you
must. Hitler did. So did General Tojo, and
Stalin, and Mao-Tse-Tung (and others). But,
indoingso, youwouldjust bekillingyourself.
BecauseAmericansarenot aparticul ar people
fromaparticular place. They aretheembodi-
ment of the human spirit of freedom. Every-
onewho holdstothat spirit, everywhere, isan
American.””

| want to believe that iswho | am as an
American — “the embodiment of the human
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spirit of freedom.”

| want to believeAmericansstandfor thebest
that humanity can be.

| want to believe“ media personalities’ are
fair in what they report — and not just spec-
tacular. That they aren’t just selling fear.

| want to feel our military personnel sta-
tioned around the world have the best stan-
dards, the best morals and the highest inten-
tionsimaginable.

| wantto believethey represent acountry and
lifestyleworth saving.

| wanttobelievethat warisnotAmerica sfirst
lineof defense, that first wetruly try to negoti-
atewith and understand other waysof life.

| want to believe that the individuals who
survive — our young men and women —
won't haveto spend therest of their livestry-
ingtoforget what they saw anddidfor freedom.

Andaboveall, | want to believethat Ameri-
canstoday, whoweareand how welive, what
we valuetoday, areworth the efforts and sac-
rificeson our behalf.

But | havetotell you, there are many times
when | find thosethingsvery hard to believe.

Today | ask God’s blessing not on America
asitis, but onwhat Americacan be. And | ask
Godtostrengthenall Americans, everywhere,
towork toward respecting every nation — so
that one day the Australian’s definition of an
American as “the embodiment of the human
spirit of freedom” — will apply to all people
everywhere.

Today is Memoria Day. Today, with all of
you—

I’m grateful to God to bean American.

| thank Godfor all thesacrificesmadeonmy
behalf.

| honor al theliveslostinwar, in peacekeep-
ingandinany effort for freedom.

I mournfor all who havelost loved ones.

| respect al survivors.

| say thank you to all who have done their
duty asthey saw it.

And | stand shoulder to shoulder with you
today — to saluteour American flag—andto
remember.

(Lorna GT has compiled some of her col-
umns into book form. Please contact this pa-
per at < star-news@nwkansas.com> ifyouare
interested in purchasing one. It is $24 for a
hardback book. Thisincludes postage & han-
dling.)

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage | etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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