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Runway light projectexpandswithstate money

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Anupgrade of theairport runway lights
istobeginthismonth, and at Monday’ scity
commission meeting, the project will be
expanded to include lights for the cross-
wind runway.

Theproject wasapprovedinAugust with
Struckel Electric of Girard being the low
bidder at $256,213. Thisisafederal project,
andthecity will pay 10 percent of thecost.

Darin Neufeld of Evans, Bierly and
Hutchisonengineering, saidtheproject will
replace all the lighting on the north-south
main runway and taxiway and provide a
new building to house the new light vault.

Theprojectincludesacompletereplace-
ment of the existing lights and new radio
controlsfor pilotstoturnthelightsonwhen

landing.

Atthetime, Neufeld saidtheplanfor the
crosswind runway was to salvage lights
from the north-south, but later he said the
Federal AviationAdministrationwouldnot
approvethat.

In December, City Manager Ron
Pickman saidthestatehad approved agrant
for the crosswind runway lights at a total
cost of $170,000, with the state paying
$127,500 (75 percent) and the city paying
$42,500 (25 percent).

Thecommissionwill beaskedtoapprove
anamendment tothecontract with Struckel
toincludetheinstallation of the crosswind
lights.

Pickman said the state’shelp will mean
that both main runways will be lighted at
night, andthat will greatly improvetheac-

cessibility of theairport.

A relateditem ontheagendaisarequest
for a payment of $1,537 to Evans, Bierly
and Hutchisonfor engineeringwork onthe
property acquisition as part of the instru-
ment |anding system protection zonewest
of Caldwell. TheFederal Aviation Admin-
istration is requiring the city to purchase
about 2 acres around the existing instru-
ment landing system site.

Pickman said he thought the payment
wasfor the appraiser and they arewaiting
for approval from the Federal Aviation
Administration to purchasethe property.

City commissionerswill get design op-
tionsfor theproject toreplacetheintersec-
tions of Main at 11th and 12th streets.
Neufeld is expected to give the commis-
sioners a chance to make their selections

beforethe plansare set.

Theintersection project is estimated to
cost $412,350 with the city putting in
$230,000 to pay for the storm sewer work
to be doneat the 12th street intersection.

Other itemson the agendainclude:

» Approveacontract for mowing weeds
on lots which are declared a nuisance un-
der city ordinance. Pickman said Brad
Schieldswasthe contractor last year.

»Approveacontract for theannual street
sealing program. Pickman said this pro-
gram does about one-third of the streets
each summer, and hehopestohavethecon-
tractor herein July or August.

* Appoint of member of thecommission
to the Goodland Economic Devel opment
Corp. Thisisthe board which overseesthe
industrial park; Pickman said the city re-

ceived aletter sayingthat under thebylaws
there should beacity commissioner onthe
board. The group istrying to re-establish
the board.

 Therewill be ameeting with the Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau and the city
commission at 8a.m. on Tuesday, June 15,
at the Super 8 Motel conferenceroom.

« Pickmansaid hewill report tothecom-
missionthat gaspricescontinueto escal ate
and the price of power iscontinuingtoin-
crease, whichwill mean higher fuel adjust-
ment costsfor electric customersinthenext
few months.

“We are at the mercy of the market,”
Pickman said.

The commission meetsat 5 p.m. in the
commissionroomonthesecondfloor of the
City AdministrationBuilding, 204 W. 11th.

Postmaster returns to place he started his career

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star News
The inscription on the door still
reads Kenton Krehbiel, but behind
the desk, filling out paperwork and

answering the phone, sits
Goodland’s new postmaster,
Stephen Schultz.

Theformer postmaster who was
promoted to head the Colby office
in February.

Schultz, 50, began his career 20
yearsagointheofficeheisnow run-
ning.

“1"d have never thought I'd be
back here,” said Schultz. “| guess
you hever know.”

Schultz will be working with
some of the same employees he
knew from histimeat the Goodland
office.

Hestarted in 1984 asapart time
clerk/carrier.

Hebecameafull timecarrier un-
til he was promoted to postmaster
inWinonain 1995.

In 2001, he was appointed as
postmaster at St. Francis and re-
mained until hewasgivenatempo-
rary detail as officer-in-charge in
Lyons right before he moved to
Goodland.

“It's gone fast,” Schultz said of
his20yearswiththePostal Service.
“If you're willing and ambitious,
you can go ashigh asyouwant.”

Today, instead of walking mail
from house to house, he is manag-
ing the office.

“1 dothepaperwork andall that,”
he smiles over alitter-strewn desk
in hissmall hideaway. “| havealot
of catching upto do.”

On top of the managerial tasks,
Schultz sortsmail intheout box and
the outside drop box first thing in
themorning.

Healsoisin chargeof city route
inspections, and he will travel to
nearby cities to perform unit re-
views.

Hisjobwill includelearninghow
to handle a larger office in
Goodland. Schultzwill beincharge
of nearly double the staff from his
|ast position.

“| wanted more of a challenge,”
hesaid.

St. Francisonly handled box and
rural route mail, so Schultz will
havetolearn how to supervisecity
delivery.

Healsowill learntorunthecom-
puter system to help customers at
thewindow.

Hesaidheplanstorely onaquali-
fied staff to help him adjust.

“l haveexcellentemployees,” he
said.

Schultz said hewouldliketoin-
corporate new technology to make
mailing easier for some of hiscus-
tomers.

“I"d like to have a‘Click and
Ship’ seminar,” hesaid.

Theseminar will teach peopleto
use the post office web site to pay
postagefor packages. Thecustomer

can have the convenience of ship-
ping priority packagesfrom home
by weighing them and then paying
for thedelivery on-line.

The service will save the cus-
tomer money by wavingtheconfir-
mationfeefor on-linetransactions.

AcceptingtheGoodland position
not only gave Schultz a new chal-
lenge, it brought his family closer
together.

Helivesin Bird City, a central
location for his family. His wife,
Susan, ispostmaster inBenkelman,
Neb.

Hisdaughter, Tatum, isasopho-
moreat Goodland High School and
hisstep-daughter, Kori, isasopho-
morein Bird City.

Schultz has a son, Kyle, who
works at Goodland Machine and
Auto.

“My girls arereal excited,” he
said. “I'll get to see them every
day.”
Althoughheisn’t sure Goodland
isthelast stopfor him, Schultzsaid
heisgladtobehere.

Hewasappointedtotheposition
onMay 29 and hewill beswornin
as postmaster at 2 p.m. Tuesday at
the Goodland Post Office.

The oath of office, in which
Schultz will swear on a Bible to
upholdthevaluesof hisoffice, will
be administered by Mark A.
Kerschen, manager of post office
operationsfrom Hutchinson.
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New Postmaster Stephen Schultz reads over some paperwork in the Goodland post office. In only

his third day on the job, he said he looks forward to running the operations here.
Photo by Kathryn Gurfinkle/The Goodland-Star

New optometrist takes over as doctor retires to golf course

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

After morethan 42 yearsof pro-
viding eye care to the people of
Sherman County. Dr. R. Kay Driver
hasdecidedit wastimeto“turnthe
reinsover to another doc-
tor.”

Dr. Thomas M. White
began seeing patientsin
Goodland full-time on
March 22 about three
weeksafter beingrel eased
from asix-year tour of ac-
tive duty with the U.S.
Army.

Dr. White said he first
started seeing patients
herein July whenever hecouldtake
time off.

“1"m glad to be back in private
practice,” Dr. Whitesaid. “It’snice

White

tofindaplacetosettledownandcall
home.”

Dr. Whitebringsover 23yearsof
experience as an optometrist to
Goodland. He attended the South-

ern California College of Optom-

etry, earning hisBachelor
of Sciencedegreein1978
and hisdoctor’sdegreein
1980.

Heworked in an office
in Atchison for about a
year, thenin 1981 became
aresident at the Eastern
Blind Rehabilitation Cen-
ter at the Veteran's Ad-
ministration medical cen-
ter inWest Haven, Conn.

In 1982, Dr. White returned to
Kansas and set up a practice in
Wellington.

From 1982101983, hewasacon-

sultant for the Kansas Low Vision
ClinicinWichitaand from 1984 to
1985 hewasthedirector of thelow
vision clinic at the McGee Eye In-
stitutein OklahomaCity.

In 1988, Dr. White left Wel-
lington to be an optometrist at the
KingFahdMilitary Medical Center
in Dhahran, Saudia Arabia, until
1990, when he again came back to
Kansas and set up a practice in
Winfield.

In 1993, Dr. White returned to
Saudia Arabia, where he was the
chief of optometry at the King
Khaled Eye Specialist Hospital in
Riyadh.

In 1998, Dr. White, then amajor
in the U.S. Army Reserve, volun-
teered for a six-year tour of active
duty, and after completingtheArmy
Medical Officer Advanced Course,

was sent on athree-year tour in Ja-
pan, where he wasthe chief of op-
tometricservicesat theArmy Medi-
cal Center at Camp Zama.

After completing his overseas
tour in 2001, Dr. White was reas-
signed to Irwin Army Hospital at
Fort Riley, where he was the chief
of optometry.

Last year, Dr. White became the
chief of theeye, ear, noseandthroat
clinic at the hospital, where he
served until hisrel ease. Hewaspro-
motedtolieutenant colonel in Janu-
ary.

“Since 1988, it seems |’ ve been
wandering the world,” said Dr.
White, “Now | ook forwardto hav-
ing all my belongings under one
roof.”

Lastmonth, Lt. Col. Whitetrans-
ferredfromtheArmy Reservetothe

Oberlinhosts Summerfestcarshow Saturday

Get thewax out and start polish-
ing.

It’'stimeto put your antique car,
motorcycle or truck on display for
the Decatur County Museum'sthird
annual Summerfest car show and
swap meetin Oberlinthisweekend.

Theactionstartsat 7 p.m. Friday
witha“cruise-in” atA&WonU.S.
36, whichgivesspectatorstheir first
glanceat thevehiclesand ownersa
chancetoget their carsoutfor aspin
while getting something to eat.

Co-Curator SharleenWurm said
thecruise-inalsoprovidesatimefor
those who haven't already taken
advantage of the early registration
feetodoso. Pre-registrationis$20,
shesaid, a$5 discount.

From 7 to 9 am. Saturday, the
museumwill host apancakefeed at
theOld BohemianHall. Wurmsaid
they will betaking adonation.

Registrationwill befrom8to 11
am. a The Bank drive thru at the
southend of Main Street. Itwill cost
$25for each vehicle.

Wurm said even if you are till

restoringavehicle, antique, classic
or amotorcycle, they are still wel-
come at the show.

A * Show and Shine” will beheld
on Main Street from the museum
northto Commercial Street all day
giving owners time to spruce up
their vehiclesand talk with specta-
tors.

From11lam.to1lp.m.,therewill
be brats and pork burgers on the
lawn north of Farmers Bank and
Trust. Wurm said they will also be
serving pie and ice cream. The
boothwill beopenfor beveragesall
day, and there will be stands serv-
ing slush punch, popcorn and cof-
fee.

Kidsgameswill be held south of
the museum, including a bean bag
throw, tattooing, plinko, fishing
pond and acorn-money tank. From
1to3p.m.therewill beapoker run.

At 3 p.m., a“burn out” contest
will beheldinfront of themuseum.
Wurm said adriver doesn’'t haveto
beregisteredfor thecar showtotake
partintheburn out, when the own-

Internettonight! 899-2338

ersspinstheir back tiresto seehow
much smokethey can make.

The event will be sponsored by
Fidele Electric and Woodcrafting.
Prizesare$50for first placeand $25
for second.

Around 4 p.m., show trophies
will begiven.

WurmsaidtheZCBJL odgewill
begivingaway akids' bike. Regis-
trationwill beheldinfront of theold
Czech Storefrom10am.to4p.m.

The Modern Woodmen will be
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doingamatchingfundraiser forthe
museum to help move the old St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church in from
Norcatur.

Saturday evening, the museum
board will hold a barbecue dinner
from 5to 7 p.m. in the Bohemian
Hall for $6 aperson. Dinner isfree
for those who have registered for
the car show.

Wurm said all proceeds will go
for operating and maintenance
costsat the museum.

* 899-7101

U.S.Air ForceReserveand will at-
tend hisfirst weekenddrill Saturday
with the 302d Airlift Wing at
Peterson Air Force Base in Colo-
rado Springs.

Dr. White said he was commis-
sioned as a lieutenant in the U.S.
Naval Reservein 1985 andwaspro-
moted to lieutenant commander
beforetransferringtotheArmy Re-
servein 1991.

He is a graduate of the U.S.
Army’s Combined Arms Staff and
Services School andthe Command
and General Staff College, both
taught at Fort Leavenworth. His
decorations include the Merito-
rious Service Medal and the Army
Achievement Medal.

Dr. White said Dr. Driver’slast
day at theofficewaslast Friday, but
hewill beavailableinemergencies.

corrections

Inaletter tohispatients, Dr. Driver
wrote that he decided to turn over
hisoffice* sothat | can slow down
and play some more golf and get
reacquainted withmy favoritefish-
ing hole.”

“lwill look forwardtoseeingyou
(hisfamily of patients) onthestreets
and on thegreens,” hewrote, “anc
being ableto chat without havingto
run back tothe office.”

Dr. Driver opened his officein
Goodland on Dec. 4, 1961, after
working as an optometrist in Gar-
den City for about ayear.

A native of Rush Center, Dr.
Driver earned aBachelor of Artsin
education from Southwestern Col-
lege, then served inthe Army from
1955 to 1956. He then entered the
[llinois College of Optometry,
graduating in 1960.

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-

porterrors. Wewant to keep an ac-
curate record and appreciate you
calling to our attention any failure
toliveupto thisstandard.

6 mo — 2.00%
12 mo — 2.25%
24 mo - 2.75%
36 mo — 3.25%

Peoples State Bank,

Colby - Goodland
Hoxie - McDonald

Stop by any one of our four locations and
take advantage of our promotional CD

interest rates while they last.
Offer Good Thru June 15, 2004

**Minimum deposit of $5,000.00 required opening account. Annual percentage

yield based on 2.00% interest rate for a 6 month certificate, 2.25% interest rate

for a 12 month certificate, with interest paid at maturity, 2.75% interest rate for

a 24 month certificate, and 3.25% interest rate for a 36 month certificate with

interest paid annually. A penalty may be incurred for early withdrawal. Yield is

effective as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice.
MEMBER FDIC

2.01% APY
2.25% APY
2.75% APY
3.25% APY




