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from our viewpoint...

Changing quorum
won't help progress

commission’squorum ruleisabad idea.

andideas. It'sjust counterproductive.

increaseasenseof mistrust fromonesideof thetabletotheother.

1977.

Theideathat the present system iskeeping the city from mov-
ing forward seemsstrange, becauseit isfrequently thetwo com-
missionerswho want to seethis changed who are silent at meet-
ings.

Under the Open MeetingsL aw, “amajority of aquorum” can-
not meet in private. A quorum isthe minimum number of mem-

commissioners.
two commissioners could meet in privateto talk about city busi-

which would guide the commission without the knowledge of
other membersor thevoters.

voters, with the city manager or the staff. It isthiskind of com-
elected officialswant to see progress.

Therulesaredesignedto makesurethe peopleknow what their

matters.

If the commissionersdo not feel they are getting adequatetimeto
discussissues, thereare plenty of waysget more. They can hold ad-
ditional work sessionsor specia meetingsdevotedtoaspecifictopic.

Therearemany areas of the city operation that need attention,

decide aposition without sharing their thoughts.

andtwowho arestrongly againstit. That |eavesthefifthmember
to decidewhichway tojump.

lawsallowsthecitizenstofileapetitionandforceittoapublicvote.

tosay what isbest. — TomBetz

comment slot should berestored to the city agenda.

agenda, wereported his statement, but that never happened.
When the motion was made to move the agenda deadlinefor-

mention of adding the visitor slot. This can be fixed with amo-
tionfrom any commissioner.

After reading lettersfrom City Commissioners Dave Daniels
and John Garcia, we are more convinced that changing the

Saying that allowing two city commissionersto meet outside
the public meeting to discuss city businessisthe only way bring
progress|eavestheimpressionthat thecommissionersasawhole
cannot work together, or trust the taxpayers with their thoughts

Changethe quorum could widen asplitinthecommissionand

Commissionerstalking among themsel veswithout any public

inputiswhat created the Open Meeting Laws. Whiletherulesmay
seemstrict, they haveserved K ansascitiesand countieswell since

bersrequiredtodo business, in Goodland’scase, threeof thefive
The proposed change would move that up to four, so that any

ness. Theoretically, twocommissionerscoul d set aprivateagenda

Commissioners can discuss city business individually with
munication, especially with citizens, that builds confidence the

government is doing. There are exceptions built into the law to
alow the commissionersto close the doors for afew sensitive

and having al five minds working together in an open meeting
will develop a better plan than having any two of those minds

Therearetwo commissionersstrongly infavor of thischanged
The quorum change is alowed under state law, and that same
That might bethebest answer, for both sidestotaketheissueto

theballot in August or November and give the citizens achance

Andyes, weagreewith Commissioner Danielsthat thepublic

When Daniels brought up putting the visitor slot back on the

ward aday — agood ideainitself, by the way — there was no
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SMALLER GOVERNMENT,
A STRONG MILITARY,
OPTIMISM FOR AMERICA...
THANKS, GIPPER, —

pitiion

Opening summer house always a surprise

Every year bringsafresh surprise.

Oneyear itwasthekitchenfloor lookinglike
oceanwaves. Thenitwasthesewer backingup.
Another year it was a broken pipe on the hot
water heater.

Thisyear it wasabroken pipeintheceiling
abovethekitchen.

We love our home in Creede, high in the
Colorado mountains. It'swhereweraised out
childrenandwherewecalled homewhileput-
ting out our first paper, The Mineral County
Miner.

When we moved, we rented the housefor a
while, thenweturnedtherentersout and refur-
nished it with thisand that. Now, we go back
every timewe haveachance.

Of course, youdon't just run up to the cabin
fortheweekendwhenthecabinin480milesand
ninehoursaway. You don'tleavetheheat onin
the winter when the temperatures get to be 40
bel ow, andthat’ sbeforethewind chill isadded.

So eachfall, around the end of October, we
closethe house. We empty the hot water tank,
turn off the water, unplug the dishwasher and

e need to keep

TotheEditor:

After reading theletter to theeditor inlasts |

week’s Goodland Star-News, | also wanted
encourage arearesidentsto let the Goodland
Regional Medical Center administrators and
board know that weneed tofind away to keep
Dr. Duncan Davisherein Goodland.

About fiveyearsago, | was admitted to the
hospital with undiagnosed internal bleeding.
After Dr. Davis became involved, he deter-
mined that | had ableeding ul cer and eventu-
ally required emergency surgery to correctthe
problem. | sincerely believe that without the
skill and surgical talents of Dr. Davis, |
wouldn’t be heretoday to writethisletter. He
saved my lifel

Goodland needs and deserves top-of-the-
linemedical care. It'stimeweasked ourselves
why Goodland can’'t seemtokeepgood, quali-
fieddoctorshere! Justinthelast coupleof years

where to write

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

washing machineandthelinethat runstheice
maker. Theel ectricity and phoneareturned off,
theshadesdrawnand thehousesitsempty and
along until we return in the spring, around
Memorial Day.

That’swhen wefind the surprises.

Last year, wehad hadthewater linerepl aced.
Whenwe arrived, we found that the new line
had frozen. The sewer had also frozen, sowe
wereinapickleonbothends. Thecity got both
working, and wewerein businessfor another
summer.

Severa yearsago, wegot aleak inthewater
line that feeds the ice maker in therefrigera
tor. When wewalked in, the kitchen thelino-
leumwasinwavesfromwheretheflooringhad
swollenand buckled.
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from our
readers

® to the editor

we have lost Drs. Bongers, Jennings and
Greico. Now Dr. Davisis also considering
leaving. Wecan't et thistrend continue.

Dr. Davisand hisfamily are an asset to our
community.

If you feel the sameway, pleaselet the hos-
pital board know.

Derry Moore

Goodland

TotheEditor:
Thank youvery muchfor thescholarshipthat
youawarded me. | really appreciateyour gen-

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767

That was almost as much fun as the new
water line.

Thisyear, we hoped the new water lineand
cutoff wouldwork likeit wassupposedto, and
itdid. Steveput thebigironkey intotheeight-
foot holeto thewater shutoff and turned.

We had water coming out of the faucetswe
had |eft openin thefall. | started turning off
faucets, but therewas still water running.

Thenit started raining in thekitchen. Water
was coming out of thetop of my cabinetsand
through the ceiling around the light fixture.

Thiswas not good. | yelled at Steve, who
turned thewater off and called the plumber.

Ron, theplumber and general fix-it man, was
on our doorstep in less than 30 minutes and
spent thenext hour finding thebroken pipeand
making emergency repairs.

Wemoped upthemess, just glad nothingwas
ruined.

But, now the water is on and the hot water
tank isfull. Tomorrow, | cantakeashower and
tonight | canwash thedishes.

Lifeisgood.

good doctors in Goodland

erosity in giving out this scholarship. This
scholarshipwill bevery helpful tomeasl start
my collegelife. Thanksagain!
TristalLalicker
Goodland

TotheEditor:

| would like to thank the whole Goodlanc
Sar-News staff for giving me the Student of
the Week scholarship.

ChrisE. Smith

Goodland

Dear Nor’ West Press,

Thank youfor sponsoring my Student of the
Week article. | appreciate it very much. It
meant alot to methat you sponsored it.

AubreaWinter

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.

garfield

SOON I'LL BE
26 YEARS OLD

Www.garfield.com
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