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By Kathryn Gurfinkel

The Goodland Star News
Asconstructionworkersmovein
and out of the newly remodeled
Wildcard Lounge at the Howard
Johnson Hotel in Goodland, Gen-
eral Manager Drew Rohlman re-
viewsthelonglist of improvements
they have made.

“It's almost what haven't we
done,” Rohlman said, looking
around.

Renovations began March 1
when new management took over
the hotel.

“(Howard Johnson) isdoingalot
of things to upgrade the name,”

Rohlman said.

Thefirstjobfor crewswastostart
work on theroof.

They moved on to the hotel
rooms, stripping out of all of the
furniture and bedding, which was
storedinthepool area. Roomswere
then remodel ed starting with new
walls, carpet and lighting. Every
detail, from new irons and ironing
boards to dryers and telephones,
was replaced. Pillows, sheets and
towels were modernized. Even
smokedetectors, fireextinguishers,
radiatorsand thermostatswere up-
graded.

“We kept only the bed frames,”

Rohlman said. “We had to repair
everything.”

Every room was redone, but
Rohlman said the new pool-side
roomshaveextrafeatures. New fur-
niture in the upgraded rooms will
includedesksfor businesscustom-
ers, alongwith high speed wireless
Internet.

“It will haveall of the amenities
and features you can think of,”
Rohlman said.

Cribs, roll-away beds, refrigera-
torsand microwaveswerereplaced
with new units. The handicapped
roomwas remodel ed.

Thebar and restaurant weremod-

ernized with a new computer sys-
tem, double-sided bar, lighting,
stoolsand apool-sidelounge area.

Therestaurant opened June2and
isopenat 6a.m.for breakfast, lunch
and dinner until 9:30 p.m.

“We're still tweaking the times
until we see what the demand is,”
Rohlman said.

A regular menu will be served
every day, he said, with the excep-
tion of aSunday lunch buffet. The
loungeisopenfrom6p.m.to2a.m.

Rohlman said plansarein place
torepair the pool with new pumps,
filter and heaters. New furniture
will be added around the deck.

Couple receives farming award

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star News

Greg and Amy Sederstrom are
proud to carry on Sherman
County’sfarming tradition.

“People tend to forget that agri-
culturerulesinasmall community,”
Greg said.

ThecouplewontheKansasFarm
Bureau's Young Farmer and Ran-
cher Achievement Award, an honor
he said recognizes the challenges
andrewardsthecouplehasfacedin
farming.

Towintheaward, Greg, 34, and
Amy, 33, had to be membersof the
Farm Bureau, a grassroots organi-
zationthey say isimportanttofarm-
erseverywhere.

“It isone of the only and largest
(farm) lobbying organizations still
left,” Amy said.

Greg isthe vice president of the
county Farm Bureau, amember of
the Sherman County Fair Board and
the safety chairman for the Farm
Bureau. The couple participates
withtheFarm Bureauin classroom
presentations, safety classes for
kids, promotion of alcohol fuel and
celebration of Food Checkoff Day,
the day, Feb. 6, when most people
have earned enough money to pay
for their groceriesfor theyear.

“The Farm Bureau is trying to
educate people on agriculture,”
Amy said.

The state award is given once a
year to honor young farmers based
on their operation. Farm Bureau
judges review submitted informa-
tion and choose awinner.

“They score on all areas of your
operation,” Amy said.

The couplefilled out a 15-page
applicationthat included datafrom
thelastthreeyearsof farming. They

Greg and Amy Sederstrom reviewed their past, presentand future
of their farming operation to win the Farm Bureau’s Young Farmer
and Rancher Achievement Award for the State of Kansas. The
couple won the award in November and went to compete at na-
tionals in Honolulu in January.

alsohada20-minuteinterview with
apanel of judges. The award was
announced and GregandAmy were
honored at aceremony at the Farm
Bureau stateconventionin Manhat-
tanin November.

The award included a $500 cer-
tificate for chemicals from Syn-
genta, use of the Data Translation
Network for oneyear, acash prize
and atrip to the national Farm Bu-
reau conference in Hawaii, where
they competedfor thenational title.

Thepairwent up against 38 other
statewinnersfromaround thecoun-
try. Amy said she was amazed at
how farming differsfrom onearea
to another.

“It would be hard to judge the
nationals,” shesaid.

Although they didn’t win, she
said they did enjoy their timein
Hawaii.

“It wasagood experience,” said

Thank You

The family of Ermyl Borgmann
wishes to thank Dr. Austin and

all the wonderful hospital staff...
staff who are kind and nurturing
... Who made her stay more
comfortable.

Thank You

Thank you to the City of Goodland

employees for their efforts in cleaning

up the limbs so quickly after the wind

storm over Memorial Day Weekend.
Chad Turner

Greg. “We met a lot of good
people.”

The conference offered atour of
Hawaiian farms, seminars and
breakout sessions on agricultural
topics.

The Sederstroms said the high-
light of their trip was the main
speaker, Gen. Tommy Franks, the-
ater commander for the Iraqwar.

“It was motivational and patri-
otic,” Amy said.

TheSederstromsstartedtheir ca-
reerinfarmingthreeyearsafter they
weremarried. Gregwasworkingin
commercial refrigerationand Amy
at abank. Both hadtiestofarming,
butitwasasuggestionfromAmy’s
father that made them switch ca-
reers.

A true homegrown farmer, Amy
was raised in Goodland on afarm
owned by her parents, Normanand
LindaHouse.

“You haveto lovethelifestyle,”
shesaid.

Greg mentored under Norman
fortwoyearsuntil thecouplebegan
torent and acquiretheir own farm-
land.

“We couldn’t have doneit with-
out thefamily,” saidAmy. “Itisso
tough becausefarmingisso capital
intensive.”

Gregand Amy farmone-thirdir-
rigated and two-thirds dryland
crops, raisingcorn, wheat, miloand
soybeans. They live and farm on
land afew milessouth of Goodland.

“We'rediversified,” Amy said.

Amy also works part time at
Truck and Tractor Repair.

Thecouplesaidthey try tousethe
newest technology. They keep the
most current machinesonhandand
they support cropsthat are geneti-
cally modified, or cropsateredata
genetic level to make farming
easier. Greg and Amy endorse spe-
cializedcrops, suchascornfor pro-
ductionof thefuel additiveethanol.

“We're definitely supporters of
ethanol,” Amy said.

The Sederstromshaveovercome
several challengesin their opera-
tion, including drought, but they
|ook toward better daysand expan-
sion.

“We're optimists,” said Amy.
“We hopeto acquire more acres.”

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. Wewant to keep an ac-
curate record and appreciate you
calling to our attention any failure
toliveuptothisstandard.

Thank You o

The family of Ruth Gilbert would like to thank
everyone for the cards she received for her 94th
birthday. She and her family were also very touched
by the cards, phone calls and visits during the past
several weeks, as well as those who remembered her
with food and flowers after her passing.

A special thanks to those who were so caring and
compassionate at Wheatridge Assisted Living,
the hospital and the Good Samaritan
Center. We are most grateful for the
beautiful words spoken by Pastor
Janet at her service. They uplifted
our hearts and continue to do so.
S Our appreciation also goes to
' .. Circle 5 of the United

Methodist Church for the
luncheon in her honor.

Waitress Megan Rubio (left) started her morning Monday rolling
silverware atthe recently remodeled Harvesters Restaurantin the
Howard Johnson Hotel in Goodland. Yolanda Talamantez, a house-
keeper at the hotel, (above left) made the bed in one of the reno-
vated rooms. The small brightlobby (above right) is now equipped
with allnew chairs, a couch andtables. The hotel has 78 refurbished
rooms, new banquetfacilities and a 10,000-square-foot recreation

center. The remodel is expected to be completed by late June.
Photos by Kathryn Gurfinkel/The Goodland Star-News

RohIman said he hasadded ase-
curity system with cameras at the
restaurant, lounge, front desk, hall-
waysand parkinglot. Rohlmanand
the Goodland chief of police will
have accessto the cameras.

“That will be a nice benefit for
our guest and staff,” Rohlmansaid.

An amost entirely new staff is
sporting new uniformsandroughly
20 jobs have been created.

“It’'s a 100 percent improve-
ment,” said employeeTeresaDick-
ey.
Renovationsare still in progress
for the upstairs of the hotel, but
Rohlman said he expectsthat work

tobecompleted by late Juneor early
July.

Rohlman said he plans to make
changesontheoutside, including
lighted back | ot for semi-truck, rec-
reational vehicle and bus parking.
He said he wantsto put in kennel s
for guests' pets, agaragefor storage
and a cleaning station for hunters
thissummer.

Ontheirfirstweekend sincemost
renovations have been compl eted,
the Howard Johnson was full of
guests for the Slice of Life Golf
Tournament. Saturday, the Wild-
card Lounge hosted a“Bud Night”
with Budwei ser giveaways.

An Oklahoman is the newest
reporter at The Goodland Star-
News.

Kathryn Gurfinkel, who
moved to Goodland from
Williston, N.D., in November,
joinedthepaper’ sstaff last week.

Her fiancé, Patrick
Burke, aforecaster with
the National Weather
Service, came here
when hewas promoted
from intern to general
forecaster.

Gurfinkel hasbeena
speech paraprofes-
sional for theGoodland
School District, teach-
inglanguageandarticu-
lation skillsto students.

She graduated from high
school in Mustang, Okla., in
1997, and earned a bachelor’s
degree in English from the Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma, in
Edmond, in 2002.

Her fiancéattended theUniver-
sity of Oklahomain Norman,
where he graduated with a
master’ sdegreeinmeteorology in
2002.

After college, Patrick applied
for a job with the National

Paper gets fresh face

Gurfinkel

Weather Serviceandwasoffered
anintern positionin Williston.

We moved to the small, cold
town in northwestern North Da-
kota, Gurfinkel said, where we
had to adjust to anew culture.

InWilliston, Kathryngotjobat
The Williston Herald.
Shelearned how tobea
reporter and how toedit
newspaper pages.

After six months, she
becametheeditor of the
Sunday edition.

The couple plans to
be married Oct. 23 in
Oklahoma City.

They arestill working
onthedetail sof thecer-
emony, but Gurfinkel haspicked
out awedding dress and they
have chosen alocation.

In her free time, the new re-
porter likestositonher front deck
reading books.

Although she is notorious for
her black thumb, she likes to
work on the rose bushes lining
her deck.

Sheenjoysspendingtimewith
Patrick, the new friends she has
made in Goodland and her cat,
Isis.
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