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from our viewpoint...

Passing of Reagan
marks end of era

Thepassing of former President Ronald Reagan marks
theend of aneraassurely asthefall of the Soviet Union.

Reagan cameto prominencewith” TheSpeech,” anac-
counting of theriseof communismandthethreat it posed
tofreedom.

The Speech catapul ted theex-actor into prominencein
Republican party circlesandamong conservativesaround
thenation.

That notoriety inturnled himtorunfor governor of Cali-
fornia, where despite criesthat he had no political expe-
rience, he won the race against alegendary veteran pol,
Assembly Speaker Pat Brown.

Amassing a credible record as governor, Reagan be-
cameinturnaviablecandidate onthenational scene. He
eventually won the Republican nomination and went on
towinthe presidency.

A creature of the Cold War, hewas at home pushing a
huge defense budget and at the same time talking with
Soviet leaders. While some were surprised at thefall of
communism, theend of the Soviet empireandthedemise
of the Berlin Wall, perhaps Reagan was not.

Hisdetractorssaid hewastoo old, too slow-witted and
too conservative. Though he campaigned for abalanced
budget, he ran up some huge deficits.

But on hiswatch, the free nations did prevail and the
Dark Empirefaded away.

His contemporary, Margaret Thatcher, former prime
minister of Britainand afellow conservative, said of him,
that Reagan hasabetter claim than anyoneof having led
the FreeWorldto victory inthe Cold War.

The Iron Maiden was one of his chief aliesin that
struggle, which shenoted, endedinvictory without ashot
being fired.

Somesaid Reagan simply spent the Russi ansinto bank-
ruptcy. Othersimplied that thecommunist system, which
once seemed so formidable, had rotted from within and
would havefallen no matter who had been president.

He was the only union president — he led the Screen
ActorsGuild— ever to occupy theWhiteHouse, though
the AFL-CIO may not have supported him much.

In later years, the ex-president lived in increasing ob-
scurity ashisAlzheimer’sgrew steadily worse.

From the vantage point of the next century, his name
harkensto asimpler timewhenAmericansknew whothe
enemy wasandwhothegood guyswere, atimewhen Re-
publicans stood for strong defense and smaller govern-
ment and movieheroescoul drealizetheAmericandream.

Fora“B” list actor, Ronald Reagan played pretty well.
Few on the stagetoday could match hisstature. —Steve
Haynes
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Damage brings respect for tornadoes

| don’t know about you, but | haveanew re-
spect for tornadoes.

| have lived in this small community for
sevenyears.

Bad storms and tornadoes have skirted
aroundthistownfor all thetimel’ velivedhere.
L ast weekend they got too closefor comfort.

Several tornadoeswereinthearea, onevery
large one. Twelve homes were destroyed —
literally gone — south and east of town, and
12 morewere damaged.

Therewasal ot of devastation, and many acts
of kindnessfollowing.

| went out at dawn theday after to seewhat |
could do to help, and emergency crews were
already onthescene- many had beenworking
al night.

Roads were blocked off already — to keep
out thelooky-loosand possiblelooters. (Isn't
that aterrible commentary on our society?)

Asusual theM & M’swerein evidence by
noon the day after the storm.

TheM & M’sareknown by disaster response
teams. You probably know them are M ethod-
istsand Mennonites. | guessthe Red Crossre-
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sponded too, although | didn’t personally see
them. The Salvation Army was herefor three
days—transporting vol unteer workersand hot
meals from the United Methodist Hot Food
Disaster trailer from Hutchinson area, which
set up shop on Main Street.

Our town was out of electricity for awhile
— some sectionsfor days. That created awa-
ter shortage asthegenerator couldn’t keep up
withthepump. Officialsexpectedittolast for
atleasttwodayssinceoneof thebigtransform-
ershad been taken out with the homes.

Our heartsgo out to thevictimsof thistrag-
edy, but we have much for which to be thank-
ful. Therewas only oneinjury and no loss of
life.

People have responded aswell, and better,
than you would expect. People walked the

fiel dsto pick up debrissothat thequickly-com-
ing harvest will be accomplished withamini-
mum of damage to machinery. Some fields
won't need harvesting, but they are few. The
surrounding fieldswill havegoodyields. And
if the huge tornado had been even onemileto
thenorth, our townwould havelost alot more
homes and had more severe recovery prob-
lems.

I couldn’t hel pbut think: thestorm camethe
night beforewe Christianscel ebrate Pentecost,
when the Holy Spirit, as amighty wind, was
breathedinto Jesus' disciplesafter Hisascen-
sion into heaven. The disciples were all em-
powered to do the mighty actsthat Jesus had
done. Maybe this wind sweeping across our
areawas meant to teach us something too.

Think about how insignificant material
thingsareat timeslikethis. If nothing el se, we
in this area are all humbled by the extreme
power of God's nature — showing us once
again that human beingsarereally notin con-
trol.

Maybeit'stimefor al of usto re-evaluate
ourlives priorities.

There were highlights of leglislative session

Editor’sNote: Thisispartof acolumnwrit-
ten by thelate San Clark just days before his
death in a dust-induced traffic accident on |-
70, rounding up accomplishments of the Kan-
saslLegislature.

What did the Kansas L egislature accom-
plished thisyear? Here are some highlights:

Economic Development

TheKansasCenter for Entrepreneurshipwas
established within the Department of Com-
merce. Its purpose isto increase seed capital
for entrepreneurs, especially indistressed and
rural communities; work withtheBoard of Re-
gentsand Board of Education to create train-
ing and classes in entrepreneurship; and be a
resource center, clearing house and referral
source.

Most areabankerswill tell you 75 percent of
thedepositsare held by people 65 yearsof age
or over. For several generations,when our
grandparentsdied andtheir assetsweredistrib-
uted, most of the money |eft the area. In an at-
tempttoturnthistide, theL egidatureauthorized
thecreation of sevenregional foundations. Ev-
ery donationto thesefoundationscanreceivea
50 percenttax credit. Thegoal isthat eachfoun-
dation will have $2 million within 3 yearsto
investin new businessesinrural Kansas.

Commercial buildings that have been ap-
provedby local city or county officialsandthe
secretary of commercewill beeligiblefor are-
bateof property tax onimprovements. Theidea
isif youtakeabuilding that currently hasatax
valueof $25,000, fixitupandthenewtax value
is$100,000, for five yearsyou will receive a
rebate on the increased value, and then for
years six through 10, you will pay increased
property taxes on an additional 20 percent of
theincreased value. Attheend of 10years, the
entirebuildingisinthetax roll.

An*“accreditedangel investor” caninvestin
arura business, and receive a 50 percent tax
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credit not to exceed $50,000 on each business
for uptofivebusinesses. Thegoal istoencour-
agebusinessinvestmentinrural Kansasinstead
of investinginWall Street. Theinvestor hope-
fully not only will haveafinancia stakeinthe
businessbut will also serve asan advisor.

Reduced the franchise tax from $2 per
$1,000inassetsto$1.25. Thiswill lower taxes
for 31,000 small businesses. This changeis
revenue neutral because the former cap was
raised to apply to agreater percentage of the
assetsof larger corporations.

Delayedimplementation of the Streamlined
Sales Tax Project until January 2005.

Now isthetime to crystallize your dream,
pool our resources, unravel the tangled mess
of wool and truly bring new life to our com-
munities. Beside the “ enterprise facilitation”
programthatisavailableinseveral countiesin
my district, your local economicdevel opment
organization, local utilities and KREDA
(Western Kansas Rural Economic Devel op-
ment) will be morethan happy to assist you.

Insurance

Health SavingsAccountswill beavailablein
Kansaswithinthenext six weeks. Health Sav-
ingsAccountsaresimilar tolndividual Retire-
ment Accounts except the money is used for
medical expensesrather than retirement.

Anindividual can put $2,600 tax free every
year andafamily $5,150intotheseaccounts.All
unused amounts can be carried forward. At re-
tirement age, any amount due the employee
fromunusedvacationor sick leavecanbeplaced
in this account tax free and used to pay Medi-

care premiums. Money in this account will be
used to pay medical expenses and can be usec
to pay long-term careinsurance premiums.

Everyonewho opensaHSA hastoalsohave
a health plan with an annual deductible of at
least $1,000for individual coverageandat least
$2,000for family coverage.

Public Safety

Provided an approval process and funding
mechanism so local emergency dispatch cen-
terswill havetheequipment tolocatewherean
emergency cell phonecall iscomingfrom. Each
cell phone will pay 50 cents per month to pay
for thisequipment; one-half of thisfeewill go
directly tothedispatch center and theother half
will begrantsawardedtorural dispatchcenters.

Another bill would allow local emergency
radios to use the Kansas Department of
Transportation’s communication towers and
hel p agenciesmovetothe800 megahertz com:-
muni cation channels.

Oil, Gas& Electricity

K ansas entered the competition withanum-
ber of other states for a$1 billion experimen-
tal, emission-free, coal-fired el ectricgeneration
facility. Our central location, national rail lines
and existing oilfields make us a viable candi-
date. Thesiteselectioncriteriaisstill being de-
veloped by theU.S. Department of Energy but
at least onelocationinmy district lookslikeit
meetsthe preliminary sitecriteria.

Thereareanumber of challengesremaining,
chief among them writing a constitutional
school fundingformula. It hasbeenrewarding
to serve the citizens of Cheyenne, Decatur,
Gove, Graham, Greeley, Logan, Norton,
Rawlins, Scott, Sheridan, Sherman, Thomas,
Trego, Wallace and Wichita counties in the
Kansas Senatethepast 10yearsand | [ook for-
wardto continuingthisservice. Thedistrict ex-
pands to also include Lane, Ness and Rooks
counties.
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THEY SAY THE OLDPER YO0
GET, THE WISER YOU GET

www.garfield.com

YOU MLST BE
VERY, VERY WISE
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Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate

VERY, VERY, VERY,
VERY, VERY WISE!

I WONPER IF
ANQONE WILL
MISS HIM?




