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Today
* Sunset, 8:13 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 5:20 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:13 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 75 degrees
* Humidity 55 percent
* Sky mostly sunny
* Winds south 17 mph
+ Barometer 29.69 inches

and falling

* Record High today 100° (1953)
* Record Low today 40° (1995)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 90°
Low Wednesday 60°
Precipitation 42
This month 1.10
Year to date 6.28

The Topside Forecast

Today: mostly sunny with a 20
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms, high near 85, low
near 50. Saturday: partly cloudy
witha 20 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms, high
around 88, low around 53.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: partly cloudy, high
around 79, low around 55. Mon-
day: partly cloudy with achance of
showers and thunderstorms, high

near 85, low near 57.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.36 bushel
Posted county price — $3.35
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$2.81 bushel
Posted county price — $2.77
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.48 bushel
Soybeans — $7.99 bushel
Posted county price — $8.22
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $6.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.95 cwt.
NuSun — $11.20 cwt.
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
Pinto beans — $15

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Outlaws lose
two to Colby

First baseman Danielle
Pettibone tossedthe ballto
the pitcher after forcing a
Colby runner out a first dur-
ing the game Wednesday.
The Outlaws lost 16-4.
Story, photos on Page 10.

Governor views wheat conditions

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius made a
short visit to Goodland on Tuesday
morning to seefor herself what the
drought is doing to the wheat crop
inwestern Kansas.

The governor was accompanied
by state Secretary of Agriculture
AdrianPolansky onavisittothefarm
of Brady and JanePhilbrick about six
miles southwest of Goodland.

Thefarmwasthefirst of twostops
for thegovernor, whowantedto see
first-hand the difference between a
wheat field suffering from drought
and with better moisture. Her next
stop was the farm of Albert
Melichan in Caldwell, about two
milesnorth of theOklahomaborder
and 12 mileswest of 1-35,in Sumner
County.

The governor met with the
Philbricks, and about 20 other farm-
ersand businessmen in abarn. She
talked about her visit and how she
will use the experience along with
theinformation gathered fromit to
developastrategy for Kansastohelp
with future crops.

“Shecametolisten,” Brady Phil-
brick said.“ | wasimpressed, andshe
said she would check into some of
our problems.”

Philbick saidthemajor problems
thefarmersdiscussed withthegov-
ernor were changesin the crop in-
surancerules, and thefuture of wa-
ter rightson the Ogallalah aquifer.

“Wetold her about thecropinsur-
anceinequitiesthat makeit difficult
to practi cegood conservation prac-
tices,” he said. “The multiperil in-
surancerulesusedto say that if you
planted winter wheat and it wasde-
stroyed, you got 100 percent, and

Brady Philbrick (center) talked with Gov. Kathleen Sebelius and
Secretary of Agriculture Adrian Polansky on Tuesday about some
of the problems farmers in western Kansas are facing. The gover-

then could plant aspring cropandif
that wasdestroyed, you got 100 per-
cent for that crop.

“Now the insurance saysif you
get 100 percent for the winter crop
andplantaspringcrop, youcanonly
get 35 percent if that isdestroyed.

“That makes it hard to follow

good conservationpractices. Thisis
afederal program, andthegovernor
probably can’t domuchaboutit, but
shesaidshewouldtalk tosomeone.”

After the get-together, Philbrick
took his guests went to one of his
fieldsto see how this season’scrop
was doing and talk about what he

affecting the wheat crop.

nor visited the Philbrick farm to see first-hand how the drought is
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was doing to help offset thelack of
rain.

Thelatest crop weather report by
the Kansas Agricultural Statistics
Service, released Monday, esti-
mates that 72 percent of the farm-
land in northwest Kansas is very
short of subsoil moisture. Thefigure

Motorized scooters: Few are legal?

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Thenew rageof motorized scoot-
ers has people questioning the
state’ sdefinition of avehicle, andat
Monday’s city commission meet-
ing, both the audience and some of
the commissioners were confused
about what exactly islegal.

Depending on which scooter a
personbuys, officialssaid, it may be
legal toridewith somerestrictions.
The operator hasto have adriver’s
license and the scooter has to be
tagged.

Many scooters, including electric
models, can’t be registered as mo-
tor vehicles, however, and they are
illegal for street operation. Children
are not allowed to ride any of the
motorized units on streets in any
event.

City Attorney Perry Warren said
hehad researchedtheissue, andthe
statelaw definesamotor vehicleas
“...every vehicle, other thanamotor-
ized bicycle or amotorized wheel-
chair, whichisself-propelled.”

Thosewhowant thescooterstobe
legal point to the motorized bike
phrase and feel they fit that defini-
tion.

Statelaw definesamotorized bi-
cycleas”...every devicehavingtwo
tandem wheels or three wheels,

which may be propelled by either
human power or hel per motor, or by
both, and which has (1) a motor
which produces not more than 3.5
brake horsepower; (2) a cylinder
capacity of not morethan 130 cubic
centimeters; (3) anautomatictrans-
mission; and (4) the capability of a
maximum design speed of nomore
than 30 miles per hour.”

StanDuell, owner of NAPAAuto
Parts, which sellsFreedom scooters
imported from China, said hefeels
bad for adultswho have bought the
scooters. He said Tuesday he had
called all of thosewho have bought
onefrom him since October to talk
to them about the situation.

For some of those, there is good
news, Duell said, especially those
who bought a gas scooter, because
these come with a Manufacturer’s
Statement of Origin. This piece of
paper looks like a motor vehicle
title, and is accepted by County
Treasurer Shelby Miller asaway to
register the scooters so they can be
ridden on the streets.

Therulesaresimilar to thosefor
driving a car. The operator has to
have a driver’slicense and insur-
ance, butamotorcycleendorsement
apparently isn't required for these
scooters.

Duell saidthegas-powered scoot-

Byt

Aline of scooters was on display at the Goodland NAPA auto parts
store on Tuesday. The first one is gas powered, and can be regis-
tered for street use, while the others are electric and not legal on

streets or sidewalks.

ershesells, the Boss Viper, hasthe
certificate and several people have
taken these to the courthouse and
gotten them registered.

Scooter controversy brings large

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News
Electric and gas powered motor
scooters are a hot item this spring,
their popularity jumping into high
gear with gas prices hovering
around $2.
However, many of thesevehicles
— imported from China, Thailand
and Taiwan— areillegal onKansas

streets and roads, espeically when
operated by children.

The small scooters have been on
salefor several years, andarebeing
sold at Wal-Mart and at the Good-
land NAPA store. NAPA owner Stan
Duell says he has been talking to
state officials for months, trying to
untiethelegal questions.

About 25 people came to the

Goodland city commissionmeeting
Monday to object to thecity police
stopping peopleonscootersandtel |-
ingthemthey arenotlegal, and can-
not beriddenonstreetsor sidewalks.

Rod Cooper, owner of Crazy R's,
was the opening spokesperson for
thegroup. Hesaid he did not under-
standwhy thecity policewerestop-
ping these scooters.

College celebrates 40th Saturday

TheNorthwest KansasTechnical
Collegeiscel ebratingits40th anni-
versary this weekend with a car
show, dinner, hot air balloons, .

Theeventsbeginat 2 p.m. Satur-
day withregistrationandacar show
onthecampus.

President Kenneth Clouse will
welcome the alumni at 5 p.m., fol-
lowed by chuckwagon dining at
5:30 and, weather permitting, at 7

p.m. ahot air balloon launch and
powered parachute demonstration
on college land east of the Elks
lodge.

At 8p.m., therewill beafashion
show, trivia contest and dance mu-
sicuntil 12p.m.At9p.m. therewill
beadrawing for a65 Mustang.

The balloons will launch again
about 6:30 a.m. on Sunday. Clouse
said Sunday will continue at 6:30

a.m. with a 2-person team golf
scramble at Sugar Hills Golf Club.
A “coffee break” get-together will
beheldat 9:30a.m. attheMemorial
Union..

The college began operation as
the Goodland Area Vocational
School inthe summer of 1964, and
expanded to its current status of
technical collegein 2001.

Photo by Tom Betz / The Goodland Star-News

“1 spent quiteabit of timetalking
to state officialsin Topeka,” Duell

See SCOOTERS, Page 8

audience

“1 bought my kid one and he has
beenridingitfor over ayear,” Coo-
per said. “1 do not understand why
they are all of a sudden being told
they cannot ride them on the
streets.”

City Attorney Perry Warren said

See CITY, Page 8

for south central Kansas, whichin-
cludesSumner County, iS7 percent.

Thereport al so says86 percent of
this year’s wheat crop is turning
compared to 62 percent at thistime
last year. Twenty percent of the
wheat is now ripe compared to 4
percent last year.

Three file
to fill open
Senate seat

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Threemen, two Republicansand
aDemocrat, had filed for the 40th
District state Senate race for the
Aug. 1 primary as of Thursday
morning.

The Republican party isn't just
concerned with filling the seat for
the next four years, though. The
death of Sen. Stan Clark last month
meanstheparty hadtocall aconven-
tion to choose someone to fill the
seat through mid-January.

Party precinct committee mem-
bersfromthe15-county districtwill
meet at 6 p.m. Saturday, June 19, in
Colby to dothat.

Republicans Dan Rasure of
Goodland and Ralph Ostmeyer of
Grinnell havefiled for therace, anc
thewinner of the primary will face
Democrat Tim Peterson of Monu-
mentintherace. Ostmeyer withdrew
hisbid for re-election to the House
of Representativestorunfor senate.

StateRep. imMorrison, afrienc
of theClark family, said Mrs. Clark
isinterestedintaking her husband's
spot in the Senate but doesn’t want
torunforthepositionintheprimary.

InSherman County, Mitch Tiede,
Democratic candidate for re-elec-
tionascounty commissioner for the
2ndDidtrict, filedlast Thursday. Re-
publican Kevin Rasurefiled as 3rd
District commissioner Tuesday.
County Attorney Bonnie Selby filec
Wednesday for re-electionasaRe-
publican.

Thereisracefor county treasurer
between Republicans Iris Scheop-
ner andCrystal G. (Linsner) Wright.

Therewill beno mail delivery
today, asall state and federal of-
fices are closed to honor the
memory of former President
Ronald Reagan, thenation’s40th
president, who died Saturday at
93.

City and county offices, banks

Offices closed to honor
President Ronald Reagan

and most businesseswill beopen
as usual. The post office will be
open Saturday and there will be
normal mail delivery.

Becausethepost officeisclosed,
many subscribersof TheGoodland
Sar-Newswill receivetheir paper
on Saturday rather than Friday.




