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Health Essentials

Natural Foods, Vitamins,
Massage Therapy,

Acupuncture & More

Natural Living Cottage
& Wellness Center

314 14th Street, Burlington, Co.
719-346-4681

Come see our
scrapbooking corner

for all your
scrapbooking

accessories

Computer
Central, Inc.
367 14th Street
Burlington, Co.
719-346-5177

Your one stop computer shop

The Feed BunkThe Feed Bunk
Your authorized dealer
for Barenburg Irrigated
Grasses

“Forage For Profit”
and now carrying
High Plains Brand
Sorghum-Sundangrass
and Annual Forages

1847 Rose Ave.,
Burlington, Co.

719-346-5220 or 800-428-7560

Shop BurlingtonShop Burlington
for all your needs Your Total

Scrapbooking Store
Hundreds of papers, stickers &
accessories. Many albums to

choose from.
337 14th Street,
Burlington, Co.

719-346-5538  1-800-247-9081
New Arrivals weekly

•Flooring
•Gourmet Chocolate
•Gift Items
Superior Flooring &

Rugs
360 14th Street, Burlington, Co.

719-346-7579
Dan & Myrna Troyer

EE
Errington & Errington

Park Place Interior Design
Interior Design &
Specialty Floral

Specializing in all your design
needs

•Space planning
•Custom floral arrangements
•Specials on window
treatment & wall coverings
524 15th St., Burlington, Co.

719-346-4626

William’s Floral
& Garden Center

Authorized Ferti-lome Dealer
Complete line of Ferti-lome
starter mix
•Houseplants
•Bedding plants
•Garden supplies
•Fresh cut flowers

242 S. 9th
Burlington, Co.

719-346-9535

Memory
Lane

Portrait Studio
1 hour film developing
Digital services
•Prints to CDs
•Memory cards
•Printing Digital pictures

1988 Rose Avenue
Burlington, Co. 80807

719-346-7627
Royce & Jeanie Walters

Keep the fire of hope burning by
purchasing a luminaria candle in memory

of someone lost to cancer, in honor of
someone still fighting, or in special

recognition of someone who has beaten
this dreaded disease.

Complete this  form and send it along with your donation to:
Sherida Shoff, 1222 Broadway, Goodland, Kan. 67735

Relay for Life of Sherman County
Friday & Saturday - Aug. 13 & 14

7 p.m. to 7 a.m.
at  The Sherman County Fairgrounds

Name __________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City ________________ State ___________  Zip______
Daytime Phone  (________)____________________________

Please join us for the luminaria ceremony at 9 p.m.
$10.00 per luminaria please!

❑  In honor of    ❑  In memory of
____________________________________________________
❑  In honor of    ❑  In memory of
____________________________________________________

Total Enclosed ________________

Make checks payable to: The American Cancer Society

LIGHT THE WAY

TO A CURE

Mr. Jim’s His Shop LLC
John and Carol Topliff • owners

1112 Main Ave.• Goodland, Kan. 67735 • 785-899-5166
John and Carol Topliff, life long residents of Goodland,

purchased Mr. Jim’s and began business the first of April. Keep
checking in as they plan to add new items to the inventory.

and The Goodland Area Chamber of Commerce and Ambassadors
welcome

Goodland Star-News
The

Citizens complain about cops stopping scooters

Some gas scooters may be legal if registered

CITY, from Page 1

SCOOTERS, from Page 1

he has been researching the ques-
tion at the request of City Manager
Ron Pickman.

“In a nutshell, they have to be
street legal,” Warren said. “They
have to be registered to be on the
street.”

“The man who sold me one said
that did not have to be registered or
be street legal,” said Mary Harkins.

Warren said the state has a differ-
ent rule for those.

Mary Humrich said she bought
one because she is disabled, and it
allowed her to get around town.

She was told that she could prob-

ably ride hers if it is considered an
electric wheelchair.

“I don’t think it is fair,” Humrich
said. “I don’t want to ride if all the
other people can’t.”

Shelly Gausman asked why it
was taking so long for the city to do
something since the attorney gen-
eral had issued an opinion in August
2001 that the scooters were not le-
gal on state roads and highways.

Mayor Rick Billinger said it was
because the city had received sev-
eral complaints about young kids
riding the scooters in the past few
weeks.

A young girl who has a scooter
said she did not feel the city was

being fair.
“They don’t go very fast,” she

said. “What about the bikes and
skateboards?”

Gary McClung said he did not see
the city police enforcing the ordi-
nance about bikes and skateboard
not riding on the sidewalk on Main.

“Why didn’t we bring this up
three years ago?” Cooper asked.

Pickman said the city had been
receiving complaints and that last
Wednesday the police chief, county
sheriff, and a state trooper met with
the county attorney to discuss the
situation and decide what to do.

The group agreed to enforce the
state law, but that they would not

give anyone a ticket on the first stop,
just a warning.

One parent in the audience com-
plained about how the police were
telling the kids not to be riding on
the streets, claiming that some kids
were taken to the police station.

Pickman said the policy is to take
the kids home and notify their par-
ents.

“Is there any way we can ignore
the state law?” one parent asked.

“We can’t do that,” Pickman said.
“Can there be a happy medium?”

Curt Humrich asked. “Can the city
pass an ordinance to allow these to
be ridden? “I don’t feel it is fair to
penalize everybody.”

“Is there a happy medium?”
asked Commissioner John Garcia.

“I can look into it,” Warren said,
“but I don’t know how you can con-
travene state law. The city can be
more restrictive, but not less restric-
tive.”

“It would seem it would be good
for the city to look into about a way
to make an exception,” said Ken
Clouse, president of the Northwest
Kansas Technical College. “Possi-
bly a license from the city, and make
them obey all traffic laws.

“It would seem there should be a
way to meet us part way on this.
They are efficient, neat and good for
the environment.”

“Is there a way we could require
the kids to go through a safety
course?” asked Colleen Smith.

“What age are we talking about?”
asked Commissioner Dean Blume
said. “Are we talking about little
kids or limiting it to those 10 and
over?”

Commissioner Dave Daniels
asked if it was possible to require a

safety course.
Warren said he did not feel that

would work under state law as it is
written. He said even if the city was
able to do some of what the people
are asking, state law would require
the rider to have a driver’s license
and be 16.

“Why are the bigger kids being
punished?” a young girl asked.
“Why would you ride a scooter at
18 if you can drive a car with air
conditioning.”

“Parents need to know what the
rules are and have them both take a
safety course,” Smith said.

“We need to find something that
will work,” Billinger said. “I think
these are safer than a bike.

“We are not the state of Kansas,
and don’t make the laws.

One person asked that the city
keep the people informed about
what they find.

“I feel everyone is being pun-
ished because some parents are not
raising their children right,” Mary
Humrich said.

said. “I talked to Ray Wills , who
said that with the certificate of ori-
gin, they can be legally registered.”

However, Duell agrees that the
electric scooters do not have the
certificate of origin, and those are
not considered legal to operate on
city streets or highways.

The warnings in the operation
manual that comes with the electric
scooters says “This product does
not conform to Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards and is not in-
tended for operation on public
streets, roads or highways.

 “This product should NOT be
used by minors without adult super-
vision. Intended for riders 14 and
up.”

City Police Chief Ray Smee said
law enforcement agencies had been
receiving complaints and decided
to meet with the county attorney last
week to decide what to do.

“We looked at the state law, and

decided it must be enforced as it is
written,” Smee said. “We have told
our officers that when they stop a
scooter, they are to explain that un-
less it is registered, it is not legal to
be on the streets.

“Some of the scooters have the
warning, ‘Not for use on roads and
highways’ on the tires.”

Monday night, someone asked
Warren if the city could do a safety
program and pass an ordinance al-
lowing those over 10 who had
passed the course to ride a scooter
on city streets.

After meeting with City Manager
Ron Pickman and Smee on Tuesday
afternoon, he said the city could do
that, but that if a sheriff’s deputy or
a state trooper stopped someone,
they could get a ticket which would
be filed in district court.

“The city cannot pass a law that
is more lenient than the state’s,”
Warren said. “The city can be more
restrictive than the state, but I don’t
see a way to allow the scooters on

our streets.”
At the meeting Monday, Warren

and Pickman told the audience the
way to change the law was to talk
to their state representatives and
senators and get the Legislature to
amend it.

Pickman said there was supposed
to be a law passed this year on scoot-
ers, but somehow it got lost in the
school finance issue and other prob-
lems the Legislature was dealing
with.

Research of the state web site re-
vealed there was a bill, but to make
the ban more inclusive. It would
have made motorized skateboards
(and scooters) “illegal to operate on
any street, road or highway in the
state”w as passed out of the House
on Feb. 23 with a vote of 106 Yeas,
17 Nays. It was sent to the Senate
and referred to the Transportation
Committee, where a hearing was
scheduled for March 16. It died
there.

Those testifying in favor of the

bill before the House Committee on
Transportation included Lt. John
Eichkorn or the Kansas Highway
Patrol. No one testified against it.


