8 The Goodland Star-News

/ Friday, June 11, 2004

Citizens complain about cops stopping scooters

CITY, from Page 1

he has been researching the ques-
tion at therequest of City Manager
Ron Pickman.

“In a nutshell, they have to be
street legal,” Warren said. “They
have to be registered to be on the
Street.”

“The man who sold me one said
that did not haveto beregistered or
bestreetlegal,” ssaidMary Harkins.

Warrensaidthestatehasadiffer-
ent rulefor those.

Mary Humrich said she bought
one because sheis disabled, and it
allowed her to get around town.

Shewastoldthat shecould prob-

ably ride hersif itisconsidered an
electric wheelchair.

“Idon’tthinkitisfair,” Humrich
said. “| don't want torideif all the
other peoplecan't.”

Shelly Gausman asked why it
wastaking solongfor thecity todo
something since the attorney gen-
era hadissuedanopinioninAugust
2001 that the scooters were not le-
gal on stateroadsand highways.

Mayor Rick Billinger saidit was
because the city had received sev-
eral complaints about young kids
riding the scooters in the past few
weeks.

A young girl who has a scooter
said she did not feel the city was

being fair.

“They don’t go very fast,” she
said. “What about the bikes and
skateboards?’

Gary McClungsaidhedidnot see
the city police enforcing the ordi-
nance about bikes and skateboard
notridingonthesidewalk onMain.

“Why didn’t we bring this up
threeyearsago?’ Cooper asked.

Pickman said the city had been
receiving complaints and that last
Wednesday thepolicechief, county
sheriff, and astatetrooper met with
the county attorney to discuss the
situation and decide what to do.

The group agreed to enforce the
state law, but that they would not

giveanyoneaticket onthefirst stop,
just awarning.

Oneparent intheaudiencecom-
plained about how the police were
telling the kids not to be riding on
thestreets, claiming that somekids
weretakentothepolice station.

Pickmansaidthepolicyistotake
the kidshome and notify their par-
ents.

“Isthere any way we canignore
thestatelaw?’ one parent asked.

“Wecan'tdothat,” Pickmansaid.

“Cantherebeahappy medium?”’
Curt Humrich asked. “ Canthecity
pass an ordinanceto allow theseto
beridden?“1 don't feel itisfair to
penalize everybody.”

Some gas scooters may be legal if registered

SCOOTERS, from Page 1

said. “| talked to Ray Wills, who
said that with the certificate of ori-
gin, they canbelegally registered.”

However, Duell agrees that the
electric scooters do not have the
certificate of origin, and those are
not considered legal to operate on
city streetsor highways.

The warnings in the operation
manual that comeswiththeelectric
scooters says “ This product does
not conform to Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards and is not in-
tended for operation on public
streets, roadsor highways.

“This product should NOT be
used by minorswithout adult super-
vision. Intended for riders 14 and
up.”
City Police Chief Ray Smeesaid
law enforcement agencieshad been
receiving complaints and decided
tomeet withthecounty attorney last
week to decidewhat to do.

“We looked at the state law, and

decided it must beenforced asitis
written,” Smeesaid. “Wehavetold
our officers that when they stop a
scooter, they areto explainthat un-
lessitisregistered, itisnotlegal to
beonthestreets.

“Some of the scooters have the
warning, ‘ Not for use on roadsand
highways' onthetires.”

Monday night, someone asked
Warrenif thecity could do asafety
program and pass an ordinance al-
lowing those over 10 who had
passed the course to ride a scooter
oncity streets.

After meetingwith City Manager
Ron Pickmanand Smeeon Tuesday
afternoon, hesaid thecity could do
that, but that if asheriff’sdeputy or
a state trooper stopped someone,
they could get aticket whichwould
befiledindistrict court.

“The city cannot pass alaw that
is more lenient than the state’s,”
Warrensaid. “ Thecity canbemore
restrictivethanthestate, but | don’t
see away to allow the scooterson

our streets.”

At the meeting Monday, Warren
and Pickman told the audience the
way to change the law was to talk
to their state representatives and
senators and get the L egislature to
amendit.

Pickman saidtherewassupposed
tobealaw passedthisyear on scoot-
ers, but somehow it got lost in the
school financeissueand other prob-
lems the L egislature was dealing
with.

Research of thestateweb sitere-
vealedtherewasabill, but to make
the ban more inclusive. It would
have made motorized skateboards
(andscooters) “illegal tooperateon
any street, road or highway in the
state” w as passed out of the House
on Feb. 23 with avoteof 106 Yeas,
17 Nays. It was sent to the Senate
and referred to the Transportation
Committee, where a hearing was
scheduled for March 16. It died
there.

Those testifying in favor of the
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Mr.Jim'sHisShop LLC

John and Carol Topliff « owners
1112 Main Ave.s Goodland, Kan. 67735 ¢ 785-899-5166
John and Carol Topliff, life long residents of Goodland,
purchased Mr. Jim's and began business the first of April. Keep
checking in as they plan to add new itemsto the inventory.

bill beforetheHouse Committeeon
Transportation included Lt. John
Eichkorn or the Kansas Highway
Patrol. No onetestified against it.

“Is there a happy medium?”
asked Commissioner John Garcia.

“l canlook intoit,” Warren said,
“but | don’t know how you can con-
travene state law. The city can be
morerestrictive, but notlessrestric-
tive.”

“Itwould seemit would be good
for thecity tolook into about away
to make an exception,” said Ken
Clouse, president of the Northwest
Kansas Technical College. “Possi-
bly alicensefromthecity, and make
them obey al trafficlaws.

“Itwould seemthereshouldbea
way to meet us part way on this.
They areefficient, neat andgoodfor
theenvironment.”

“Isthereaway we could require
the kids to go through a safety
course?’ asked Colleen Smith.

“What agearewetalking about?’
asked Commissioner Dean Blume
said. “Are we talking about little
kids or limiting it to those 10 and
over?’

Commissioner Dave Daniels
askedif itwaspossibletorequirea

safety course.

Warren said he did not feel that
would work under statelaw asit is
written. Hesaid evenif thecity was
ableto do some of what the peopl e
areasking, statelaw would require
therider to have adriver’slicense
and be 16.

“Why are the bigger kids being
punished?” ayoung girl asked.
“Why would you ride a scooter at
18 if you can drive a car with air
conditioning.”

“Parents need to know what the
rulesareand havethem bothtakee
safety course,” Smith said.

“We need to find something that
will work,” Billinger said. “| think
these are safer than abike.

“We are not the state of Kansas,
and don’t makethelaws.

One person asked that the city
keep the people informed about
what they find.

“| feel everyoneis being pun-
ished because some parentsarenot
raising their children right,” Mary
Humrich said.
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TO A CURE

Keep the fire

of someone lost

purchasing a luminaria candle in memory

someone still fighting, or in special
recognition of someone who has beaten
this dreaded disease.

Relay for Life of Sherman County
Friday & Saturday - Aug. 13 & 14

7/ p.m.to 7am.
at The Sherman County Fairgrounds

Complete this form and send it along with your donation to:
Sherida Shoff, 1222 Broadway, Goodland, Kan. 67735

THE WAY

of hope burning by

to cancer, in honor of

Address

City

State

Daytime Phone (

Zip

Pleasejoin usfor the luminaria ceremony at 9 p.m.
$10.00 per luminaria please!

O Inhonor of [ In memory of
O Inhonor of [ In memory of
Total Enclosed

Make checks payable to: The American Cancer Society

Shop Burlington

for all your needs

fThe Feed Bunk

Your authorized dealer
for Barenburg Irrigated
Grasses

“Forage For Profit”
and now carrying
High Plains Brand
Sorghum-Sundangrass

and Annual Forages
1847 Rose Ave.,
Burlington, Co.
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Scrapbooking Store
Hundreds of papers, stickers &
accessories. Many albums to
choose from.

337 14th Street,
Burlington, Co.
719-346-5538 1-800-247-9081
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i | [ 1 hour film developing ; =Flooring accessories
itﬁlrter mllx t Digital services Specialty Floral
ousepiants gl Specializing in all your design , =Gourmet Chocolate Computer
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=Garden supplies”S <Memory cards n_eeds Massage Therapy, =Gift Items Central, Inc.
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. urlington, Co.
242 S. 9th @ 198_8 Rose Avenue =Specials on window Natural Living Cottage Rugs _ 219-346-5177
Burlington CO Burllngton, Co. 80807 treatment & Wa” Coverings & Wellness Center 360 14th StreEtv Bur“ngtonv Co.
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