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from our viewpoint...

Driving a privilege
not a right for all

ance of statelaw.
Kansaslaw saysthat all motor vehicleshaveto bereg-

vehicles. Gas scootersthat have the proper documenta-
tion—amanufacturer’ sstatement of origin— canbereg-

peopl e are complaining about.
asked.

our city?’ another asked.

law except to be morerestrictive than the state.

been caught using the scootersto get around town.

state motor vehicle officein Topeka.

driver’slicense.
Thereisnoway for thecity to get around the state law.
Theideaof having asafety coursetoallow kidsfrom 10-

sidewalks.
I’ shardto believethat any parent wouldwant their 10-

pretty cool.

land, but they haveto stay off of public streets.
Unless someone goesto court and challengesthelaw,

driven by alicensed driver, isillegal onany street.

by the Goodland City Commission. —Tom Betz

A near-capacity crowdat last Monday’ smeetingwanted
the City Commissiontofindaway toallow kidsover the
age of 10to ride el ectric scooterson city streetsin defi-

istered, and drivers have to be licensed to operate those

istered and driven by licensed drivers. Electric scooters
can’'t be tagged under state law, and they are the ones

“Why don’t wejust ignorethe state law?’ one citizen
“Why can’t thecity passan ordinanceallowing thisin

City Manager Ron Pickman and City Attorney Perry
Warren tried to explain that a city cannot override state

Electric scooters are not new, but their popularity has
grown inthe past couple of years. Mostly, they’ rebeing
used by kids— unlicensed, underagedrivers—whohave

It would be easy to blame the people who are selling
the scooters, but at |east some of them have been trying
to explain what the law says. One merchant called and
gotinformationabout licensingandregistrationfromthe

Thosewho wishto scoot legally must beonaproperly
documented gas-powered scooter and must have a

16 to drive won't work. It soundsfair, but that doesn’t
changethefactitisillega for non-licensed driverstoscoot
downthestreets. It’ sunsafeto have powered scooterson

year-oldoutinthestreet ononeof thesethings, low, quick
and hard to see, but alot of people seemto think they’re
Parents who have purchased el ectric scooters might

tradetheminfor bicycles. Kidscan ridethem on private

or getsthe Legidlatureto changeit, it’sjust not legal for
any kid under 16 to be out on the street on ascooter, gas
or el ectric.. Anundocumented el ectric scooter, evenwhen

Thisisastatewideissue, and isnot going to be solved
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HAPPY 1G0T
BIRTHDAY, KANSAS !
A0 MANY MORE!

THAT'S 300 IN

IT S0 HAPPENS

| 150 BIRTHDAY
)\ THIS YEAR, TOO...

i "McONZINGLY PAINFUL
A DEMOCRAT YEARS! f

s MY

Check the details of pre-funeral plans
.

Dear Attorney General Phill Kline:

| recently readanarticleregardingtheris-
ing cost of funerals.

Though | had taken out a life insurance
policy many yearsagoto cover thisexpense,
| am starting to worry that the policy isno
longer sufficient. Should| make* pre-need”
arrangements now to guarantee my loved
onesaren'tleft theunexpectedfinancial bur-
den of coveringmy funeral ?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Pre-need funeral arrangements are in-
creasing in popularity due to the fact that
many individuals are taking a more active
role in planning and paying for their own
funeral beforetheir timeof death. Whilepre-
need planning hasit’s advantages, itisim-
portant to understandthedifferencebetween
pre-arrangement and pre-payingtomakean
educateddecisiononwhatisbestforyouand
your loved ones.

Pre-planning allowsyou and your family
to plan afuneral precedingdeath. By so do-
ingyou areableto:

1.Makeaninformed decision onthetype
of serviceyouwishto havewithout thedis-

phill
kline

® attorney general

tressof your recent | oss;

2. Comparepricesat areafuneral homes,

3. Get anestimateof how muchthefuneral
you would like would cost today, remem-
bering inflation may cause the price to
change.

Many funeral homes and cemeteries of -
fer thisserviceasacourtesy. However, you
should ask whether or not there will be a
chargefor this service at the time you call
to set up your appointment.

Pre-paying for funeral expenses may be
doneinavariety of ways, al of whichshould
befully understood beforesigning any type
of contract.

Pre-arrangedfuneral agreement: A pre-ar-
ranged funeral agreement gives the pur-
chaser full control of themoney and canonly
bewithdrawn prior to death by that person.
The money is placed into a bank, credit

unionor savingsand loan associationinthe
name of the purchaser and the seller. Once
averified statement and certified copy of &
death certificateisfurnishedtothefinancial
institution, the institution will allow the
seller towithdraw theamount of thefuneral
bill. All remaining funds will go into the
purchaser’s estate.

Insurance: If youplanonpurchasinganin-
suranceproduct tocover theexpenseof afu-
neral, take into consideration whether the
pre-arranged funeral contractisguaranteed.
If not, inflationmay causepricestoincrease
beyond the amount of the insurance policy
leaving abalance due at thetime of death.

Attorney General Phill Kline offersthis
public serviceto help you avoid becoming
avictimof consumer fraud. Although some
of the detail s have been changed, the cases
appearinginthiscolumnarebased onactual
complaints or questions. For further infor-
mationortofileacomplaint, pleasewriteAt-
torney General Phill Kline, Consumer Pro-
tection Division, 120 SW 10th Ave., 2nd
Floor, Topeka, Kansas66612, or call thetol -
free Consumer Hotline, 1-800-432-2310.

Check-off Is taking profits out of pockets

TotheEditor:

If thecheat-off-crowdthinksthe$1 check-
off isdoing them good, why don’t they put
in$20for moreprofit?Quitrustlingfromev-

erybody €l se. How many agentsdothey have St

hunting, persecuting and damaging those
who want to do their own promoting!
Churches havethe same goal — Heaven,
not hell! They disagree on how! Therefore
the 1st Amendment of the Bill of Rights:
Congressshall makenolaw respectinganes-
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the free-
domof speech, or of thepress....IV: Theright

where to write

Lo o Sy iy

from our
readers

® to the editor

of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects, against unrea-
sonabl e searches and seizures, shall not be
violated....V: ..nor bedeprived of life, liberty,
or property, without due process of
law....VI11: Excessive bail shall not be re-
quired, nor excessive fines imposed, nor

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.Ssenate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CM Email.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.

20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767

cruel and unusual punishment inflicted.

Protect ownership! Andprohibit excessive
fines, cruel and unusual punishment. Where
doth the Constitution grant the cheat-off
crowd their monopoly?

Let themthat stole, steal no more...Eph.
4:28

Frank Sowers

Benkelman

PS: If thereisnot evidenceto convict and
execute Saddam Hussein, why thewar?

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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