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Enjoying the wind in their hair
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Don Kitchen and Lee Powers (above), both of Hays, looked at one

ofthe T-6 trainers atthe 22nd Annual Stearman Fly-inin St. Francis
on Saturday morning. There were lots of planes and skydivers at
the show, and about six hot-air balloons took off early that morn-
ing. One demonstration by the skydivers was with three stacked

ontop of each other (top left). The skydivers all made safe land-
ings (left), and were taking people up for tandem jumps at the
same time some of the Stearmans were taking people up for

flights around the area and over the field.
Photos by Tom and Ava Betz/The Goodland Star-News

City gives permission to close street for fest

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodland Chamber of Com-
mercehasaskedthecity for permis-
sion to hold a parade on Saturday,
July 3, foritsannual Freedom Fest,
and to close 10th Street from Main
to Center for a street dance that
night.

Courtney Warden, chamber di-
rector, and DonnaSwager, chamber
president, told city commissioners
last Monday they want to hold a
parade that Saturday which would
start at the corner of 10thand Main
and go south to 17th Street.

They askedtohold astreet dance
on 10th between Main and Center
from8-12p.m. andsaidthatthey are
working to get aspecial-event beer

licensefor theevent.

Thecommissionerssaidthey had
no problem with the plans.

Former commissioner Curtis
Hurd told the commissioners he
was proud of thework done by the
city crew, whichrelaid somebricks
to smooth out 17th Street and in-
stalled sidewalk and sprinklers at
Gulick Park.

“1 am tickled to death with what
you'vedone,” Hurd said.

Dennis Malsom asked for per-
mission to use the airport to allow
hispower parachutetotakeoff if the
weather at theNorthwest Technical
College campusisnot right.

“We are planning to use the col-
lege property east of the Elks,”
Malsom said, “but if thewinds are

notright, wewouldliketohaveper-
mission to take off from the air-
port.”

Thecommissionsaidthey hadno
problem, and Commissioner Chuck
L utterssai dwith someadvanceno-
tice, theflight servicestation could
put out anotice.

In other business the commis-
sion:

» Approved two changes to the
airportrunway lighting project. The
first was for $134,373 to add the
crosswind runway lighting to the
contract with Strukel Electric,
whichisto replace all the existing
runway lighting on the main run-
way and taxiway. The second
change was to add $11,100, to the
contract becauseof achangeinhow

the lightning protection system is
installed.

Darin Neufeld, engineer with
Evans, Bierly and Hutchinson As-
sociates, whoishandlingtheproject
for the city, said the Federal Avia-
tion Administration has decided
that lightning protection system
should be installed halfway be-
tween the edge of the runway and
the runway lights. In the past, the
protection systemwasinstalled on
top of the runway lighting system.

» Approved abid from B and H
Paving of Scott City for the city
street sealing project later thissum-
mer. The priceis .541¢ per square
yard, for atotal of $139,761.

The contractor will be using
smaller rock than last year, and

Pickmansaidthepriceisbetter than
expected becauseJim Hessof B and
H said he contracted for the oil in
January when it was cheaper. The
project will do about one-third of
thecity streetswith 258,338 square
yards.

e Appointed Mayor Rick
Billinger to bethe city representa-
tive on the Goodland Economic
Development Corp. board. Steve
West of the Sherman County Eco-
nomic Development Council said
thereis an effort to reorganize the
corporation, whichownstheindus-
trial park, and thebylawsrequirea
city commissioner to be on the
board.

* Approved alow bid of $19.50
per hour from Quibble'sLawn Ser-

vice, Stan and Dawn Kibel, for
mowingweedsthissummer onlots
determined to beanuisance. There
weretwo other bids; onewasfrom
Brad Schields of Clean Cut Lawn
Mowing Service for $32.50 per
hour. Schieldswasthecity mowing
contractor last year. CindieYarger,
wifeof MikeYarger of Goody's, bid
$25 per hour. Pickman said the bid
last year was $20 per hour.

The city commission will meet
withthe Sherman County Conven-
tionand VisitorsBureau board at 8
a.m. Tuesday at the Super 8 Motel
conferenceroom. Thenext regular
meeting will beat 5 p.m. on Mon-
day, June 21, in the commission
roomonthesecondfloor of theCity
Building, 204 W. 11th.

Former commissioner comments on quorumchange

A former city commissioner took
timelast Monday to comment ona
plan to change the city’s quorum
ruleto allow any two commission-
erstotalk privately about city busi-
ness.

Curtis Hurd, who went off the
commissionalittlemorethanayear
ago, appeared in the visitor’s seg-
ment at the commission meeting.
He said he didn’t think the change
was necessary.

“My main purpose for speaking
tonight isthe quorum issue,” Hurd
said. “| want to speak out onthis.

“1 served four years on the com-
mission, and never had a problem
getting information onany subject.

You have the best source of infor-
mationright herewiththecity man-
ager or the department heads.
“They arethe best means of get-
ting information, and there are
many citizenswhoyoucantalkto.”
A quorumisthenumber of mem-
bers required to conduct business.
Currently, city ordinances setsthat
at three of the five commissioners.
Commissioners Dave Danielsand
John Garciahave proposed chang-
ing that to four. Under the Kansas
OpenMeetingsL aw, “amajority of
aquorum” cannot gather to discuss
city business outside of a public
meeting. Changing the quorum
fromthreeto four would allow any
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two commissioners to talk about
city businesswithout the public.
“You say it should always take
fourtovote,” Hurdsaid. “Onama-
jorissues, therewill alwaysbefive.
| canremember twiceinfour years

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
shouldbefair andfactual . Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

therewereonly threepresent. If four
were required, we could not have
met.

“1 knew Don Moler of the Kan-
sas League of Municipalities, and

hewasawonderful sourceof infor-
mation. Healwayspreached ethics
and never to put yourself in aposi-
tion to have ethics questioned.

“1 have watched you for over a

year and with both of you (Garcia
and Daniels) on the economic de-
velopment board, | feel that isavio-
lation of the open meetingslaw.
“Thank youfor listening.”
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