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from our viewpoint...

David and Goliath
face off In primary

Let’'sseenow, it’'sDavid and.... what'sthat guy’sname?

Oh, Goliath!

That could characterizethe Aug. 3 primary election in the
40th Senatorial District featuring Ral ph Ostmeyer, Grinnell,
and Dan Rasure, Goodland. Both are Republicans and one of
them hasto go to makeway for the other to take on Demacrat
Tim Peterson of Monument inthe Nov. 2 general election.

| say David and Goliath because Mr. Ostmeyer isjust com-
pleting hissecondtwo-year term asstaterepresentativefor the
118th District. Hehadfiled for re-él ection, but withdrew toen-
ter the Senateraceafter theincumbent, Sen. Stan Clark of Oak-
ley, lost hislifeinadirt storm collisionon1-70inlate May.

Mr. Rasure, on the other hand, istaking hisfirst bite out of
thepolitical pie. Andwhat abitehechosetotake. Heis22 years
of age. This should prove to be an interesting, very interest-
ing, match up.

First reaction would be, “He doesn’t stand achance.” That
isin reference to David (Dan) beating Goliath (Ralph). But
those of uswho have dabbled in politicsall our lives— or a
goodpart of it—inthisSenatedistrict said thevery samething
in 1976 when another “David,” Goodland novice Richard
Gannon, a Democrat, surprised another “ Goliath,” veteran
Republican Sen. J.C. Tillotson of Norton, to win that seat.
Gannonwas 26. Hisparents, Bill and Geraldine Gannon, still
farm south of Goodland.

Tillotson was not only an 18-year veteran, but he was also
chairman of the Judiciary Committeeand vicepresident of the
Senate.

A further reflection on that race was the fact that Peterson,
whowill faceeither Rasureor Ostmeyer inthefall, wasamem-
ber of avery, very small Gannon-for-Senate committee. The
otherswerePeterson’smother, Richard Gannon’swifeMartha,
and yourstruly. What ablast that fall was.

Ostmeyer, at this point, would be the overwhelming favor-
ite. He would have to be. He s got the credentials by way of
service in the Kansas House, the experience, the know-how
onthecampaigntrail. A tough guy to beat.

Rasure, at this point, has nothing on his side. Few creden-
tials, littleexperience, unmeasured know-how. Tough doesn’t
enter the conversation.

But before we place our bets, it might bewiseto reflect on
what happenedinthissenatorial district 28 yearsago, alesson
hard learned for apowerful incumbent.

Never takeanything for granted. Especially intheworld of
politics.—TomDreiling

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel comes letters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and a signature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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60 years later we're learning a lot about war

| don’t know about you, but I’ ve been hear-
ing and seeing alot about WorldWar 11 lately:

D-Day, Normandy, liberationof Europe, etc.
Thething that amazesmemost istheextreme
secrecy surrounding the launching of the
“whereand when” of those events.

I’ sanother example of somethinglosttous
today. Our modernmedia(aswell assomegov-
ernment representatives) would never feel tied
to absolute secrecy; after all, the public hasa
righttoknow. Well, | don’tthink so—if it'sa
matter of saving livesand national security.

| can't help but feel that some of the current
newsstoriesarevery near to beingtreasonous.

Recently | read agood book — the best part
of whichwastheAuthor’sAfterword. I’dlike
to share some of JamesMichael Pratt’swords
at theend of hisbook Ticket Home:

Answertowhy hepickshisparents genera-
tion to write about: “the years the World War
Il generationlivedwerepivota andtransitiona
to creating theworld we now enjoy.”

“1 believe, for example, that love alonewill
savethisworldfromadestructiontobecaused
ultimately by lack of it.”

We were disa

TotheEditor:

Wehavesubscribedtotheloca newspapers |

throughout the many years we have lived in
Goodland.We awaysfelt it was our civic re-
sponsibility to be aware of local happenings.
Theradioandthenewspaper play animportant
part in helping a community to “feel” like a
community.

Thechoi ceby thisnewspaper to publish pic-
tures of the vehicles, including peoplefranti-
cally trying to save Christy Williams' life,
greatly offended us.

We, and many other people in town, had

r
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® commentary

“1 believeinromancein al of itsdignity —
most cherished of all the soul’s dreams are to
truly loveand beloved.” (Not alot of * dignity’
seeninmodernromances, isthere? Somemod-
ern‘lovestories areabusive, brutal, promiscu-
ous, and some even dehumanizing. — LGT)

“| believeinvirtuestaught tomeby my par-
ents and so many others of their generation.
They are timeless in their power to build
healthy relationships and heal the challenges
whichconfrontus. Naive? If so, I’ mperfectly
happy to skip through life believing wrongs
can berighted withintegrity and honor.”

“My storiesareof lovefromtheperspectives
of ageneration who haslived long enoughto
be authoritative about it....from those who
said ‘I do’ and did.” (The generation news
anchor TomBrokow called* TheGrestest Gen-

eration.”).”

That generation“islooking back now, often
wondering what happened to time. They en-
tertain grandchildren who have no concept of
adevastating universal economicDepression,
aworldat war, makingdo or doingwithout. We
still have so muchtolearn fromthem.”

“They livedbothinaviolenttimeandagen-
tler slower-paced world. They saved aworld
engulfed in wars created by madmen ..., and
united they reshaped forever the map of the
world and the destinies of nations.”

“There are many in their generation whose
storiesof lifenever fully blossomed. They were
cut short by the most destructive war ever to
haveaoccurredinthehistory of mankind. These
brave souls cut short in their youth were nei-
ther givenalifetimetofill withlovenor...the
yearsto train the next generation.”

Aswe commemorate the 60th anniversary
of the endings of that war, may we remember
— or learn for thefirst time— the history of
that period. May wehonor thosethat preserved
freedom for us— the ones who died and the
oneswhosurvived, never tobeinnocent again.

ppointed In paper’s decision
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from our
readers

® to the editor

made the decision not to seethevehicle. This
tragedy was bad enough without pictures be-
ing shown on thefront pagewhereit could be
exposed to children.

It appearstousthat thiswasdoneinatotally
uncaring and unfeeling way for you to sell

more papers. When a family member ex-
pressed hisfeelings today, he wastold that it
wasyour right to publishwhatever youwanted
to, with no apol ogy for the pictures.

TheSalinaJour nal showed muchmorepro-
fessionalism and even interviewed afamily
member.

Our paper will come up for renewal soon,
and we will no longer be able to support our
local paper. We will subscribe to The Salina
Journal assomany othershaveall ready done.

Lynn and Barb Abbott

Goodland

Confusion can cause delay In getting help

OutonU.S. 83theother night, everyonewas
pretty muchlost.

The driver probably thought he was in his
own lane, though the marks on the pavement
showed he' dbeenmorethanthreefeet over the
yellow line when he crashed into the front
wheel of the semi.

The witnesses thought they were in Ne-
braska, though they were, in fact, more than
four milessouth of the stateline.

The truck driver just shook his head. The
impact had unseated thefront axle of histrac-
tor, causingthewheel stofoldunder, sort of like
acat withitspawstuckedin.

The Red Willow County dispatcher just as-
sumed the wreck was in Nebraska, too. She
sent an ambulance and a passel of firemen
southtolook for it.

Fortunately, thedriver only had ascratch or
two, despiterammingthel oaded semi at speed.

The wreck was well into Kansas, and the
Oberlin dispatcher seemed surprised when |
asked her if helpwasontheway.

Shehadto call sheriff’sofficersand anam-
bulancecrew out of bed, and they still madeit
to the scene beforethe McCook firemen.

There should be some road safety lessons
here:

steve
haynes

® along the sappa

» Slow downandthink. It sanemergency, but
beinginahurry won't makethingsany better.
Rushing could makethem awholelot worse.

* When calling 911 from acell phone, your
call couldgoanywhere. Never assumethedis-
patcher knows where you are. Never assume
you know whereyou are.

Onthenorthsideof thehill, north of thefeed
yard in Decatur County, it's better than even
oddsthat your call will hit a Nebraskatower.
Anemergency call will beroutedto Nebraska,
maybeto McCook, but not always.

Cell phone systems are full of little quirks
likethat.

A littleknowledgeof geography and attention
todetails, likethebig“WelcometoKansas’ sign
at the border, goesalong ways. Beaware.

» When calling from the road, always ask
whichdispatcher youhave, what townheor she
isin. You might be surprised at the answer.

Of course, dispatchers ought to answer the

phoneby county-seat name. M ost peopleprob-
ably don’'t know what county they arein, but
they do know town names.

Many dispatchers just say something like
“911 emergency” or“ County dispatch,” which
isn'tashelpful.

* If someoneishurt, call for help now. Time
isprecious. But taketimetofigureout what i<
going on.

* Check forinjuries. Thedispatcher needsto
know what to send and how to respond.

Is anyone missing? Anyone trapped? Any-
onebleeding?

* Keep peopleoff theroad and out of theway.
No need in someone el se getting hit.

If it's safe, have someone with aflashlight
warn oncoming traffic. Put on emergency
flashers, especially at night. (Peoplearepretty
good about thesethings, actualy.)

* Stay calm. Givethedispatcher your phone
number and ask for acallback when helpison
theway.

And get specifics. Besurehelpiscomingto
you. Dispatchers are good, but emergencies
can be confusing.

As aways, communication is key. On the
road at night, bad communication can cause
seriousdelays.
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