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Costs raise utility bills

POWER, from Page 1

Blake said the fuel adjustment
cost for last year wasamonthly av-
erageof $38 per megawatt. Hesaid
the city paysthefirst $28 aspart of
the baserate.

Pickman said Sunflower has
raised the peak priceto $55 andthe
off-peak to $25. Hesaid thecity has
never paid morethan $18for theoff
peak power. The city pays $33 per
megawatt for the first four from
Sunflower, and $28 of that cost is
coveredinthecity base utility rate
charged to the customer.

He said consumer’sbillswill be
going up becauseof thefuel adjust-
ment clause, which allows in-
creasesin power coststo be passed
along onbills.

For May the total cost for fuel
adjustment was $52,004. The total
is divided among the customers
based on the kilowattsused at arat
of .01657 centsper kilowatt. Aresi-
dential utility customer (2,181 ac-
counts) in Goodland paid an aver-
age of $8.36 on their utility bill in
June A commercial customer (523
accounts) paid anaverageof $56.97
infuel adjustment Thecity and li-
brary accounts paid $3,970in fuel
adjustment for the 88 accounts
($45.11 average cost).

The fuel adjustment changes

monthly depending on the costs
from Sunflower and from the cost
of the city power plant generation.

Pickman said he and Blake, at-
tended ameeting last Tuesday with
the Kansas Municipal ElectricAs-
sociationto seeif it waspossibleto
contract for power fromtheeastern
half of the state.

“Therewill beno power fromthe
easternhalf of state,” Pickmansaid.
“We were told the plants have
doubled the ratesin that area. The
pricestarted off at $65, but jumped
to$130amegawatt. Wedonot have
an option but to take it at the mar-
ket price.

“Weareatthemercy of thetrans-
mission grid. Even if we can buy
power we cannot get it delivered.
Thistime of year is the worst be-
cause of the higher demand on the
system.”

Thefuel adjustment cost hasbeen
a pass-through item on customer
billsfor over threeyears, andisusu-
ally a small amount. However, in
the spring last year, the city had a
spikein the costs which raised the
averagecitizen'shill by over $10a
month when the Sunflower power
plant had to betaken off linefor re-
pairswhichtook longer thanantici-
pated.

To figure the charge, the total
monthly cost of generating power

— whether generated by thecity or
purchased — is divided among all
city utility customers based on the
kilowatts used, Pickman said.

“We have been telling the com-
missionersthe costswere going up
because we do not want peopleto
be surprised,” he said. “ This may
last for the summer, or it may last
into the winter. We have been told
thepriceswill notgodownlikethey
have in the past when the summer
monthsare gone.

“We are always trying to find a
way to buy cheaper power, but
whenitlookslikewehaveaway to
buy it, werunintothefact wehave
to use Sunflower’s transmission
lines. If they say they cannot handle
the power, wecan’t get it here.”

Pickman said unless thereis a
new transmission line built nearer
toGoodland, thereislittle prospect
that thesituationwill changeinthe
future.

“The closest transmission line
other than Sunflower is east of
Colby,” hesaid.“Itwould cost over
$30 million to build aline from
Goodlandto connectwiththat line.

“The problemisif we made that
investment and then the power
company finds a way to sell the
power at ahigher profit, we might
beoutinthecoldagain.”

Thunderstorms bring rain, hall

STORMS, from Page 1

water running off thefiel ds, but not
acrossthe highway.

City police reported hail all
acrossthecity, butitremained small
and did not last more than 10 min-
utes. Therewasaburst of hail at the
beginning and then it hailed again
about 20 minutes later. The storm
had passed over the city by 8:35
p.m.

There were reports of quarter-
sized hail in Greeley County and
there were flood warnings in
Greeley and Wallace counties.

Wednesday, alight rain started
about 8 p.m., andtherewerereports
of treelimbsdown at 8thand Main
andacoupleof other locations. The
National Weathe Service reported
winds about 25 mph with guststo
45 mph. At 9:50 p.m. acitizen re-
ported arcing power lines at Mid-

AmericaTrailer Park. Police and
sheriff’scarswent to the sceneand
officersfound that the polewason
fire.

About 10 p.m. there was a big
flash and an explosion from the
transformer on the pole. Two fire
trucks responded, but they waited
for the city utility crew to arrive
beforetackling thefire.

By thetimethecity bucket truck
arrived, the fire was burning
through the top of the pole. Asthe
crew prepared to use the bucket to
reach thefire, it brokethrough and
thetop of thepolefell over, scatter-
ing the crowd.

Afew minuteslater, acity utility
manwent upinthebucket andwith
achemical fireextinguisher put out
thefireonthepoleandthetop piece
hanging down. At 10:30 p.m. the
city crew was planning to replace
thepol e, and expectedittotakesev-
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Theweather servicereported .89
of an inch in Goodland Tuesday,
and .03 for Wednesday, which is
2.11inchesforthemonthandbrings
the total for the year to 7.29. Last
year the monthly total was 4.24
inches and there was 10.35 inches

at The Sherman County Fairgrounds

Complete this form and send it along with your donation to:
Sherida Shoff, 1222 Broadway, Goodland, Kan. 67735

Relay for Life of Sherman County
Friday & Saturday - Aug. 13 & 14

TO A CURE

Keep the fire of hope burning by
purchasing a luminaria candle in memory
of someone lost to cancer, in honor of
someone still fighting, or in special
recognition of someone who has beaten
this dreaded disease.

7 p.m.to 7 a.m.

Please join usfor theluminaria ceremony at 9 p.m.

$10.00 per luminaria please!

for theyear to datetotal.

Themonthly total of 2.11isahead Uin hOﬂOf Of Uin mernory Of
of the normal 1.76 for thistime of
year, but thetotal for theyear, 7.29,
is 1.4 below the normal of 8.0 | L IN‘honor of I In memory of
inches.

Internet
Total Enclosed

tonight!
899-2338

Make checks payable to: The American Cancer Society

CONTEST RULES

1. Winner is the entry which comes
closest to guessing the day, hour and
minute the first load of 2004
Sherman County wheat arrives at
the participating grain elevator with

moisture content of 14 percent or
less: Goodland Mueller Grain.

2. Entry guesses may be made only at
participating businesses advertised
on these pages. Look for the signin

the window of participating business

Countdown
win¥100

INSCrip prizes

places and sign up at their service
counters. Check their merchandise
and services while you are there!

prize: $15.

prize: $50; 2nd prize: $35; 3rd

4. Persons age 18 or older are dligible

earlier, entry must be at least 24
hours prior to delivery of the first
load.

News.

to enter. No purchase necessary.

3. Winner will receive the following

amounts in scrip money good at any
of these fine places of business: 1st

5. Deadline for entries: June 21. If
the Sherman County harvest starts

6. Previous winners and previous first
loads are ingligible, as are employees
and relatives of The Goodland Star-
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Dblrman Brothers L.L.C.

Four locations
19230 Co. Rd. 55, Burlington, Colo. 80807 «719-346-7970
9755 Co. Rd. 204, Kit Carson, Colo. 80825«719-962-3391
6425 Rd. 21, Goodland, Kan. 67735«785-899-5900
1/4 mile south of Hwy. 40 on Rd. Q,
Cheyenne Wells, Colo.=719-767-2042

and Eastern Colorado
Fertilizer «Herbicides

e|nsecticide

17th and Center, Goodland, K

Contact us
about our

wheat

marketing
options

Mueller Grain

Company

1204 M ain, Gener al Office

785-899-3639

HITCHCOCK




