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from our viewpoint...

Small things show
community spirit

ones.
* Our hat is off to the Northwest Kansas Technical
College on its 40th anniversary, and the wonderful

importance of the college in the history and future of
the community.

element to thisunique attraction.
* Thecity crew getskudosfor getting thelion foun-
tain in Chambers Park into operation. The family of

refurbish several yearsago.

of thebenches.

thewholetwo block areaof Gulick Park and thecourt-
house. The new sidewalks, along with the new sprin-

hel ped bring forth the new grassaround the edges.

community ahead. — Tom Betz

where to write

Several recent happenings in Goodland show
progress can be seen in small events aswell aslarge

alumni cel ebration heldweekend beforelast. Therange
of events and the many attendees show the depth and

* By lighting the Van Gogh painting, the Goodland
Rotary Club completed apart of itsCentury Project cel -
ebrating Rotary International’s100th anniversary. The
lighting really makes the monumental painting stand
out after the sun has gone down. Theimprovement to
itsvisibility along|-70iswonderful and addsadramatic

Craig Mann can be proud of the fountain they helped

Sunday afternoon we saw afamily with two young
boysplaying aroundthefountainandtaking advantage

» Completing the sidewalk on the north side of the
courthousegivesthosewholiketowalk awaytocircle
kler system, have been wonderful improvementsto a

great community asset. Therainsof thelast week have

Thesemay seemlikesmall things, but they aresigns
that life goes on and progress continues to move our
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Treed bear Interrupts visit, lunch

Wehad just finished our lunchand weread-
miringtheartandartistry of oldfriendsandnew
acquaintanceswhen word of the bear reached
us.

Wewerein Creede, Colo., thelittletownwe
livedinwhenour childrenwereyoung. Creede
isanoldsilver-miningtownin southern Colo-
rado. Thereareonly about 700 full-timeresi-
dentsin the county, and most of them are our
friends.

It'sabit of anart colony, withworld-famous
watercol orist SteveQuiller |eading the pack of
weavers, wood carversand painters. Itisalso
the home of the Creede Repertory Theatre,
where dozens of young actors and actresses
show off their talents each summer.

ItwasMemorial Day weekend, andtimefor
theannual Taste of Creedefestival. All upand
downthetwo-block Main Street, vendorswere
cooking uptasty dishesand artistswereshow-
ing their wares.

We had been visiting with two old friends,
Rick and Teri Inman. Rick is a chef turned
wholesalefooddistributor and Teri isaweaver
of scarves and sweaters. She dyes her own
wool, whichshegathersfromher herdsof rab-
bits and mohair goats. Her products are soft,

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

downy and expensive.

Rick and Teri weren'tinterestedinthebear,
which had been treed at the end of the street.
They live 17 miles upriver and have to keep
closewatch over their livestock to make sure
the stock doesn’t provide ameal for thewild-
life.

| grabbed Steve’s hand, however, and
dragged him up the street. We'd seen bears
beforein downtown Creede, but it had beena
while.

Theyoungblack bear wasupatreeat theend
of thestreet asacrowd of onlookersstared and
areporter for the local newspaper snapped
away. | wasrather surprisedwegot so closeto
theaction.

Deputy Billy Fairchild leaned over and
whispered, “I’mletting the pressget close, so
maybe he' Il get eaten.”

He asked the photographer and al the rest

of usto moveback.

“If the bear eats all these people,” he said,
withagrin, “I’'ll beinreal trouble.”

Having seenthebear, wemoved on—there
wasstill foodtotasteandfriendstogreet. Steve
saw thegamewardenleavetownwithhisbear
trailer.

L ater, thenewspaper rananarticlesayingthe
bear, ayear-old male, had been tranquilized,
removed from the tree with a cherry picker,
tagged and taken off to the far mountains,
where hewould have to make hislunch from
berries and grubs instead of hamburgers and
city trash.

They tagthebears, andthey’ |l givethemtwo
freerides. If onecomesback athirdtime, he's
toast.

Bearshavebeenaprobleminthemountains
the last few years. It's been dry and the state
dropped the spring bear season several years
ago. The double whammy of more bears and
lessfood hasforced many abruin to go look-
ingfor lunchinatrash can.

| hope that is our only bear of the summer,
but 1’ mnot countingonit. And1” m not putting
thetrash out back when| visit Creedethissum-
mer.

Reward farmers for conservation

Farmerstendtopersonalizecommentsmade
about farming. If you suggest to Farmer Jones
that he might be using too much fertilizer, he
will respond: “What did you say about my sis-
ter?’

| amnot criticizing farmers, who are caught
in asystem and doing what they believe nec-
essary to succeed. But farming has been the
biggest cause of erosion, wildlife habitat oss
andwater pollutionby fertilizersand pesticides
inthiscountry, and mending it with conserva-
tionwill requireremaking attitudesamong the
public, onthefarmand in government.

Wecandothis, andwithout moretax dollars.

Hereisanexampletofollow. Nearly hidden
amongfedera farm programsisaconservation
tool called the narrow grass strip. In fields
whereyouwould expect earthterracesscul pted
with heavy equipment like massive speed
bumps to slow runoff and erosion, substitute
grassstrips30to60feet wide. Followtheland's
contour with alternating bands of crop and
grass, contrasting color and texture. Wildlife
loveit. | liketo boast that every raindrop that
fallsonthesefieldsof mineisfiltered at least
once by agrass strip before it can leave the
farm. Thisisa cropping system good for the
eyeandthesoul.

Thefarsighted programs for this and other
conservation are examples of American gov-
ernment at itsbest.

But they are undermined by the major,
multibillion-dollar farm subsidy programs.
These narrow-mindedly tie paymentsto pro-
duction. Additional bushels equal additional
subsidy dollars.

At first glance, this appears sensible. But
what naturally followsisdestructive. Farmer
Jones plays crop lottery: Double up onfertil-

prairie
writers circle

® charlie melander

izer and pesticide, pray for extrarain, andwait
to hit the crop jackpot covered with subsidy
dollars. Bulldozethetreeline onthesouth 80.
New acrescominginto productionequa more
potential bushels, which equal more subsidy
dollars. Sink anirrigation well. More poten-
tial bushelsequal more subsidy dollars.

What doesthetaxpayer get for thosehillions
of subsidy dollars? Artificially cheap super-
market food, fallingwater tables, fewer farms,
synthetic chemicalsinthedrinking glass, and
nitrogen fertilizer runoff that flows down-
stream from all over the Midwest, feeding a
process that sucks oxygen and life from the
Gulf of Mexico.

Production is something we don't have to
worry about. Farmer Jonesis going to do his
damnedest for that anyway. But our subsidy
system encourageshimto go overboard. This
frenzied maximum input, maximum produc-
tionisinsanity.

Moreof thesecropdollarschasing crop pro-
duction must be used instead to stimulate re-
source conservation.

Weknow what theaveragefarmer spendson
inputs. Wecould haveasimpleprogram. Gov-
ernment could target theseinputsand reward
conservation based on consumption standards.

Imaginethis: Melander, your itemized | nter-
nal Revenue Servicestatement showsthat you
used $2 anacrelessfuel than our consumption
standard. That’s important. We're going to

write you a check for $2 multiplied by your
crop acres. Your fertilizer and pesticide costs
were $12 an acre less than our consumption
standard. Reducing these hasbecomeso criti-
cal tohealth, we' regoingtoawardyou $25 an
acre.

It makes more sense to put subsidy dollars
onthisside of theroad than on the other side.

To do so would radically alter the thinking
of everyoneinagriculture. [twouldexcitecre-
ativity onthefarmand domoreto protect |anc
and water than pages and pages of regulation
andredtape. WithAmericaningenuity running
wild inanew direction, therewould be an ex-
plosioninresponsiblefarm strategies.

There are no stand-al one sol utions to com-
plex environmental problems. How wetill the
soil, how we plant our crops, and how we use
grass strips and numerous other concepts are
partsof thepuzzle. When put together, they can
beapowerful forcein maintaining the beauty
and productivity of thisgreat land.

Charlie Melander farmsnear Salina, home
of theLand I nstitute. Thisessay for the
ingtitute’sPrairie Writers Circlewas
adapted fromthe organization’s magazine,
the Land Report.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste.
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