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Man wrote about how he found success In northwest Kansas

By Evelyn Ward

Sherman County Historical Society

June22, 1904: R.E. Hall Shows

today In history

How a Man Can “Make It” in
Northwest Kansas— Mr. R.E. Hall
says in the Kansas City Star: “I
cameto thiscountry nearly twenty
years ago, when most of the land
was government land, a ‘ vast ex-
panseof prairieland, untouched by
the hand of man.’

“Therewerenosettlersat all, ex-
cept afew who werelocated along
the water courses and who de-
pended almost entirely on stock
raising for alivelihood. Thenthere
came a great rush, and the whole
country was filled with settlers,
each eager to secureapieceof land,
many of whom had scarcely acent
upontheir arrival andavery few had
any amount of capital.

“Under these conditions, many
hardships and failures were inevi-
table. Many of those who had a
small capital tobeginwithmet with
sad disappointment and failure,
owingtoalack of knowledgeof the
conditionsand methodsof farming
whicharepeculiarly adaptedtothis
climateand soil, and theresult was
that large numbers of setters were
compelled to abandon their lands
after having secured aloan of from
$300 to $500 on each quarter sec-
tion.

“This money thus obtained was
either exhausted in improvements
or living expenses, andthenthede-
preciation of land valuesbeganun-
til it becamehardtofindapurchaser
at any price.

“At that time, therewerenorail-
roads and everything had to be
freighted long distancesby wagon,
so that extremely high prices pre-
vailed on all kinds of products.

“Common lumber sold for $30
per thousandfeet; barbwirefrom$6
to $7 per thousand pounds; flour
$1.50 per sack of fifty pounds; po-
tatoes$1.00t0$1.50 per bushel and
all other products consumed were
in proportion.

“Hay sold as high as $20 per ton
and had to be hauled from 20to 30
miles. All kinds of live stock were
high, so that the poor settler had to
pay from$50to$60for amilchcow
and $10 to $12 for a sow shoat to
begin hisherd of swinewith.

“Horses sold for from $200 to
$300 per team. Soit can bereadily
seenthat with thefew hundred dol-
larssecured onthisland, the settler
would not beableto fit himself out
for farming to begin with.

“Under these conditions, | be-
came discouraged and began to
look about for, asl thought, abetter
country. | looked over thesouthand
east, but prices weretoo high, and
unhealthful conditionsprevailedin
many of theseregions.

“Then | turned northwest to the
Pacific coast in hope of finding the
fabled‘ ParadiseonEarth.’ Through
Wyoming, | saw nothing which
suited my fancy, and | daho seemed
tomeonly adesol ate waste of sand
and sage brush.

THi#A6Y BHAay EXSaHiaay 6 B

’H_D‘MWE(HELHWE}D&L&:@@BE

Trait OF TEars
RRamiGinG & Marsion
NS A8 L LR

UperoreeHermace OenmER
TehlegiaR] O 881

W chEIbEEE

Your KEY to business success.

“Eastern Oregon was not by any
meanswhat | was|ooking for, so |
proceeded to the state of Washing-
ton, where | found large crowds of
emigrants rushing in from all sec-
tions.

“There were many improve-
ments and buildings under con-
structionthere, but thereweremany
morelaborersthanwasneeded and
still more coming. Property of all
kindswasselling at fabul ousprices
without regardtoitsreal value.

“1 spent five yearsin that coun-
try, in Spokane and Seattle, during
which time my wife and | worked
almost day and night in the dairy
and vegetabl e business and with
rigid economy succeededinlaying
by several hundred dollars, after
which we returned to northwest
Kansas, to Rawlins county.

“Upon our arrival, | bought one
quarter section of landand oneteam
and afew cows. After threeyears, |
put down awell and pump for irri-
gation purposesand began garden-
ing.

“1 sold all my cows except two
milch cowsand bought $200worth
of young ewe sheep, and my little
childrentended them. At theend of
two years, the wool and increase
and the original flock, brought me
$878, and my gardentruck business
netted me anice little sum every
year.

“Ontwoacresof irrigatedland, |
sold from $300 to $500 worth of

truck each year. To give an idea of
theyield, on 1/6 of anacreof onions
from seed, | harvested 115 bushels
of largered onionswhichareexcep-
tionally fine, and they netted mean
average of $1 per bushel, which
made $115 for this small piece of
ground, or at the rate of $700 per
acre.

“On 350 hillsof dwarf tomatoes,
or 1/8acre, | harvested 100 bushels
of very finetomatoes, which netted
me nearly $1 per bushel. On one
tenth of an acre of early cabbage, |
sold $50 worth of cabbage.

“My melonsand cantal oupesand
other vegetablesalsowereveryfine
andyieldedmeagood profit. Atthe
end of seven years, | owned 800
acres of well improved land, all
fenced; ayoung orchard; and nu-
merousother improvements, beside
thirty head of cattle, ten head of
hogs, poultry, etc.

“Havingtravel ed thecountry for
miles south and west in search of
sales for my vegetables, | became
impressed with the beautiful prai-
riesof Sherman county and decided
tosdll out my belongingsinRawlins
county and remove to Sherman
county, where | purchased 1,120
acres of fine land near the city of
Goodland.

“In addition to the 1,120 acres, |
haveother landsleased uponwhich
| pasture fifty head of cattle of my
ownandothers; which| took topas-
ture by the month.

“My land is all fenced and has
good improvements, four and 1/2
acresunder irrigation, from which
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| am now selling vegetabl es.

“Nowthel,120acresof landwith
$1,000 worth improvements and
fifty head of cattle is the result of
only eight years of constant labor,
besidescaringfor afamily of small
children, who now number seven.
The question arises, could | have
accomplished this in any other
country on earth?l THINK NOT.

“Asto the healthfulness of the
climate, we have not had a doctor
duringtheeight years; thechildren
areall robust and healthy and never
have had malariaand ague.

“Such diseases are practically
unknown here. | am only one
among many who have met with
successinthiscountry. Therearea
great many who are prospering
here; there are many who cameto
thiscountry without anything, who
now own large tracts of land and
from 100 to 200 head of cattle.

“Thereare creamery stations|o-
cated all over the country from
whichagreat many farmersrealize
from $50 to $100 per month from
thesaleof their cream, besidesrais-
ing their calves on the separated
milk.

“Qur wintersare open sothat we
can graze on the rich cured grass
almost every day during thewinter
season. | have seen stock come
throughthewinter infinecondition
without amouthful of grainor hay.

“Our people are aplain, gener-
ous-hearted people; good schools
and churches prevail, and morals
and politics are in healthy condi-
tion. Thereis not a pauper in the

county, and taxesareall paid up.

“Our water supply isthefinest on
earth. Thiswholecountry isunder-
laidwithagreat subterranean ocean
— unaffected by drouth; weareal-
ways sure of an ample supply of
stock water or for irrigating al so,
clear and sparklingand heal thful as
the river of life which flowec
through the Garden of Eden.

“Besides all the above advan-
tages, wehavethefinest roadsinthe
world; 75milesisamoderateday’s
drive with alight rig. We have nc
sand to drift and but little mud.

“Nowoodtickstobiteusand but
few mosquitoestoworry us. No hot
nights in which to toss upon our
beds, gasping for breath; few
cloudy dismal days; sunshinemost
every day intheyear.

“Now Mr. Editor, we would ad-
viseanyoneintheeastwhoisthink-
ing of going to Canadato settle to
first comeand look at thiscountry,
where long excessive winters are
unknown, where cyclones and
floodscomenot, wherehealthisthe
common every day bill of fare; the
stock farmer’s paradise, where
businessof all kindsthriveand ev-
eryone is happy. | am sincerely
yoursfor northwest Kansas.

R.E. Hall
From weekly issues of The
Goodland News, provided by the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety. Sncethe paper was publishec
weekly, someitemswerearbitrarily
assigned adate.
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Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.
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Auto Glass Replacement

Serving Northwest Kansas for 15 years
No Extra charge for mobile service to your home, farm or
business up to 80 miles of Goodland
Insurance Claims handled

Call for Special Spring savings on windshields

PRO FLOOR
CARE

Save $$$$

Spring Carpet Cleaning Discounts

Steam Carpet & Upholstery Clean-

ing Specialists « Commercial/Resi-

dential « Advanced Power Cleaning

Methods « Truck Mount Power « Fast

Drying Time

We don't cut corners we clean them!
Free estimates

Office 785-462-8313

Mobile 785-443-1091

Toll Free 1-800-473-4138

: '-_;f-""gﬁring discounts not valid with any other offers
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*Pressure tanks
eIrrigation well acid

B’s Pump and Well Service
: Rex Smith, owner

eIrrigation or domestic drilling or pump service

*Gearhead (new or used)

785-899-6302

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium
Custom
Tailoring

by Marie

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.
785-890-3510
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions ¢

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731
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With monthly costs as
low as
$14.95 per month!

Call (785) 899-2338 for
information.
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Radiator

19th & Cherry (enter on 19t

Radiator Repair: Auto

to Farm Equipment
Goodland, Kan.

785-890-8237

NEW SYSTEM

Prefessicual

WINDOW
CLEANING

650 N. Grant Commercial - Residential
Colby, Kan. Free Estimates
785-462-6995 or 1-800-611-6735

Serving hundreds of satisfied
customers for over 10 years. Since 1994.

A Big Thank You
to our Customers!!!

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado
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Your ad could
be here!

24 hour mobile tire service
Farm - Truck - Passenger
Complete farm service

Garry Moore
Kanorado, Kan. 67741
Telephone: 785-399-2924
Cell Phone: 785-821-0039

Call Doug,
Jennifer

or Anne
at 899-2338

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM + BUSINESS

INSURANCE

Jim Alcorn, Agent 4 ¥
1624 S. Main Street

S I3MIIY [ Goodland, KS 67735-0727 ,

Business: (785) 899-2553 | .

Home: (785) 899-3974 | & f

® www.shelterinsurance.com




