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from our viewpoint...

Safety the word
as harvest begins

Let’s make safety the word everyone lives by as the
wheat harvest rollsacrossour part of the state.

Farming is a dangerous job, even with all the safety
equipment on today’ strucks, tractors and combines.

Thosewho work in thefields need to be constantly on
their guard and make sure all that safety equipmentisin
place and used. Shields and guards won’t protect faces
or fingerswhen they are stashed inthe barn or shed.

Hurryingisanother problem. With storm cloudsonthe
horizon, everyone wantsto finish onelast field, onelast
task, onelastlittlething. All too often, it turnsintothelast
thingthey do, or thelast thing beforethetriptothehhospi-
tal.

Slow-moving machinery is a problem on highways.
Driversneed to slow down when they come up behinda
pieceof farmmachinery. Look carefully beforeyou pass.

Remember folks, if that piece of machinery went any
faster, theman orwomandrivingitwould begoingfaster.
They’ redoingthebestthey can, anditsararefarmer who
won'’t pull hisor her pieceof equipment asfar off theroad
aspossibleto allow carsand trucksto go around.

But whenyou' reonabhill, there’'sadoubleyellow line
oryou’ reapproachinganintersection, stay cool, stay back
and don’t pass. They’ || get your chance soon enough.

Farmersneed to be sure an have aslow moving equip-
ment triangleon the back of any implement that goesout
ontheroad.

Another major problem during harvest is trucks that
have sat for monthswithout being moved or maintai ned.
Sometimes harvest is the only time these trucks are
moved.

Before putting your wife, daughter, son or second
cousin Fredinto atruck to takethegrainto the elevator,
check it out. Make surethetiresare good and the brakes
work.

If anything el segoeswrong, it’ |l stop. Youmay not like
havingtofigureout how tofix atruck full of grainsitting
onthesideof theroad halfway totheelevator but, at | east,
your family and hel perswill be OK — unless, of course,
thetemperaturereaches103 degreesandthey haveaheat
strokewaiting for help.

So take some time for safety, for yourselves and for
thoseyou care about.

It only takes alittle while to check the truck, put the
guardson thecombine, buckleaseat belt. It takesonly a
second moreto stop at amain road and look both ways.

It also only takes a second for amachinetotip over, a
truck torunoff theroad or astuck part to start going again.

We don’t have enough people out here in northwest
Kansas, and wereally can’t afford to loseany. Stay safe.
We need you. —Cynthia Haynes
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Past time for merr orial to World War 11

| don’t know about you, but I'm happy the
country hasfinally put up amemoria for the
World Wear |1 men and women.

Itislong overdue- especially with 1,100 of
them dying every day.

Last week | quoted from the book Ticket
Homeby JamesMichael Pratt.

Hereare somemoreof hisobservations:

“A few readers have complained that (my)
storiesinclude so muchwar... | feel sorry for
any reader who wishesto remain uninformed
about thosedead and living towhom sheor he
owestherighttochoosewhat they will doeach
day withtheir freedom.

“Tounderstand how thecharacter represent-
ing our parents and grandparents devel ops,
becomes, changes, onemust view hisor her life
fromthat character’ spoint of view, dilemmas,
historical perspective, and so on. Find anyone
of the* greatest generation” who has not been
significantly affected emotionally, spiritually,
or physically by the war years and you find
someone who lived in a shell or on another
planet.

“There were more than sixteen million

® commentary

American menandwomeninuniformduring
WWII and over one half million dead and
missing. There were more than one million
wounded, some so severely their lives were
alteredforever. Wetalk about Vietnam'sMiss-
ingInAction, still inthereal m of twothousand,
andtheK orean War with someeight thousand
MIAsandwhat atragedy that is.

“ Itisatragedy for onetobemissinginwar.
In WWII there are still over seventy-three
thousand MIAs! Each missingman’slifehas
astory behindit!

“All three of my novels to date honor and
remember those courage our menandwomen
who faced the stedl of two brutal militaristic
empiressothat wemay enjoy thefreedomswe
all too often fail to recognize, including what
to read, think, do with our lives, and enjoy.

Thesefreedomscost someonehisor her blood.

“Tothesurvivors, living and dead, we owe
aheartfelt debt of thanks and love for surren-
deringtheir youthful livestobrutality andal oss
of innocence so others might life. They suf-
fered and died in the belief that democracy,
honor, and duty were values as real as the
hearth-taught valuesof home, family, freedom
and God.

“Peaceandlovearetheantithesistowar and
hate.” (Why don’'t we work at loving and
peacemaking more?- LGT)

| sometimes wonder if the sacrifices of
WWI| — military and civilian— wereworth
it. | usedtothink so, but giventheimageswe
see on our TVs and the greed exhibited by
many major corporation moguls, politicians
and even people | know personaly, | haveto
question.

(Lorna GT has compiled some of her col-
umnsinto book form. Please contact

thispaper at < star-news@nwkansas.com>
ifyouareinterestedinpurchasingone. Itis$24
for ahardback book. Thisincludespostageé&
handling.)

Cat has been missing nose count

My cat has been spending moretime at the
neighborsthan at our placelately.

Not voluntarily, however.

Molly Monster, our gray-and-white alpha
cat— atleast, shethinksshe'sthealphacat —
wasmissingtwoweeksago. Shewasn't at nhose
count Sunday night, nor wasshearoundwhen
| checked on the feline population Monday
morning. By Monday night, we had started to
worry and | was ready to make the rounds of
the neighborhood.

| wrote out theclassified for alost cat, but it
wastoo late to get it in that's week’s paper. |
figured if we didn’t see her for a week, we
would never see her again.

| was upset. Molly wasthefifth cat we had
lostin10yearsinlivingin Oberlin.

Intheprevious20years, wehadonly lost two
cats. We had had catsrun over, poisoned, and
diedof injury,infectionandold age, butwehad
only had two that just disappeared.

Why wasOberlintheblack holeof catdom?

Thefirst cat we lost here was Baby, anice
littlemaleSiamese. Hewasdaughter Lindsay’s
cat and shefigured somebody stolehim. Steve

where to write

cynthia
haynes
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and |, however, remembered that therewas a
bigrainbeforeBaby disappeared andthestreet
out front acts as the storm sewer for thisside
of town. Wethink Baby got caught in the cur-
rent.

Next welost Dixie.

Shewasavery careful cat, always cautious
and spooky. We never found a clue of her
whereabouts.

Then a couple years later, Pomeroy disap-
peared. Thiswasthefirst babysat cat we' dlost.
Pomeroy belonged to son Lacy, who had to
sendthecat homewhenitkept getting arrested
up by theanimal control officerin Lawrence.

Pomeroy may have just wandered off, and
since he had lived in five or six homesin his
threeyearsof life, hemay not haveknownhow
to get home. Still, | looked everywhere. No
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Pomeroy.

Last year, Kubla Khan, another male
Siamese, disappeared. Again, therewasnoclue
or guessasto hiswhereabouts.

Now Molly wasgone. Or so we thought.

L ate Wednesday night, Steve and Lindsay
heardacat crying. They traced thesoundtothe
neighbor’sgarage. They peekedinthroughthe
window, and therewasMally.

The garage door had been up several times
overthelastfew days, sowecouldn't figureout
how or when she got trapped. We waited until
thenext day to have someonel et her out, since
it was after midnight when they found her.

| canceled the classified, but two dayslater
shewasgoneagain.

This time, | knew where to look. Sure
enough, thereshewasinthegarage.

My neighbors like cats well enough, but
they’ d prefer they stay at our place.

| agree. Still, I'm glad the black hole didn’t
get another one.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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OTHER ANIMALS PLAW.
OTHER ANIMALS FROLIC
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CHANGES AROUND HERE!

YOU'RE
RIGHT!

WE NEED TO MAKE 5OMEl

www.garfield.com
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BUT HOW PO WE
CHANGE ALL THOSE
OTHER ANIMALS?
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