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from our viewpoint...

State, Republicans
embroiled In court

Morecrazinessfrom Topeka.

The secretary of state has the Republican party embroiled
inacourt battle over whether to openitsprimary for any voter
who asked for aRepublican ballot.

It’sadumbidea, and wholly unnecessary. In Kansas, voters
candeclarefor aparty —andvoteinitsprimary —at thepolls
if they so choose. Later, they can changetheir registration at
will. What more freedom do we need?

But Secretary of State Ron Thornburg told both major par-
tiesthey should make a decision on whether to have “ open”
primaries, whereany voter can get aball ot regardlessof party
registration.

Thornburg was responding to a federal Court of Appeals
decision voiding an Oklahomalaw that limited participation
inprimaries. Thecourt said, basically, that parties, not thestate,
had the right to decidewho could votein aparty primary.

Why thesecretary wasso concernedisanybody’sguess. The
decision applied only in Oklahoma at this point, and no one
had sued to changethe situation in Kansas— yet.

OnceRepublican state Chairman DennisJonesopted for an
open primary, though, he — and the state — faced alawsuit.
Gofigure.

Other Republicans complained that an open primary wasa
bad idea, and that Jones was out of his authority making the
decision anyway. They probably areright on both accounts.

First of all, it seemsto uslikethereisno need to changethe
way Kansasdoesthings. Votershavetheright to chooseapri-
mary under the existing system, so why change?

Secondly, until afederal court orders Kansas to do some-
thing, why should the secretary of statejump the gun and stir
thingsup?

No reason that we can see.

Andthirdly, if states seefit to regulate their elections, why
shouldafederal courtinterfere?TheOklahomadecisionstrikes
usasanother inalong string of meddling maneuversof activ-
istsjudges.

Thereisnothinginthe Constitutionthat saysall thingsmust
be done the same way in every state. And thereisnothing in
our systemthat saysthefederal government must set standards
and rulesfor each and every state action.

Thewholemessmakeslittlesense, but that’ sabout what you
can expect these days from Topeka— or afederal court. —
Seve Haynes
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Dealing with the facts of Alzheimer’s

My dad hasAlzheimer’sdisease.

To me, that hasthe same connotation asthe
“C” worddidwhen| wasabout 25 and discov-
ered that my grandfather was dying of lung
cancer. | only had oneshort visit with him be-
forehedied.

My father hashad growing signsof demen-
tiafor nearly 10 years, and | havetried to see
himwhen possible. For most of theyear, heand
my mother liveinArizona.

Earlier thisyear, hetold my sister, Lynn, who
livesin Lakewood, Colo., and me that he
wanted to come to Denver to get an opinion
fromthedoctorsat theUniversity of Colorado
Medical Center.

Talking to my sister and Mom, we decided
to seeif this couldn’t be done while she was
goingtoMichiganto seeher older brother and
her 102-year-old mother. We were ableto ar-
range an appointment with a Dr. Christopher
Filly, who is atop specialist in treating
Alzheimer’s, and | went with dad, mom and
Lynn to see him on Wednesday morning.

Beforetheappointment, Dad kept saying he
was scared. He had reason to be worried. Be-
sidessufferingfrommemory lossand demen-
tia, dad hasagrowth on hisspinethat produces
painin hisback by pressing onthenerves.

Thiswas my first time to see Dad get put
through thecognitivetest, wherethey ask you
aseries of questions and then give you three
wordstoremember to seehow your short-term
memory isdoing.

Dad did not get everything right, but hedid
well on some of the harder ones. The doctor

The reasons to

TotheEditor:

| read withinterest your recent editorial en-
titled“Insurance companieshblock health care
benefits.”

A healthy debateregardingtheprosand cons
of association health plansistimely as Con-
gress continuesto grapple with this proposed
legidlation. Itislikely thistopicwill soongen-
eratemoreinterestin Kansas, asstatewideor-
ganizations and legislators discuss possible
changesto current stateinsurancelawswhich
could createthesamedynamicsthat couldarise
fromfederal legislation.

| believe you overlooked some important
facts while presenting your point of view to
readers, and | hopeyou will allow meto point
out afew piecesof information for your read-
ers consideration.

YouarecorrectinsayingtheBlueCrossand
Blue ShieldAssociationisoneof theopponents
of associationhealth planlegislation; however
the group of 41 independent licensees which
collectively representsmorethan 88.8 million
membersisfar fromtheonly opponent. There
aremorethan 1,000 national and state organi-
zations that oppose federal legislation that
would exempt health insurance sold by asso-
ciation health plansfrom state consumer pro-
tection.

Opponents are not limited to health insurers
who you characterize as opposing legislation
simply to protect their own businessinterests.
The list includes groups such as the National
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said he was impressed with how well he did
on thetest, and told us hefelt dad wasin the
“mild” stagesof thedisease.

Wetalked about other things, and heexam-
ined Dad to check on the back pain. For that,
hedid not have good news. He confirmed the
diagnosi sof adoctorinArizonathat thegrowth
onthespineisinoperable. Hesaidif they tried
tooperate, therewasagood chanceDadwould
beparalyzed.

That was what Dad was afraid of, but he
seemed to takethe newspretty well. Thedoc-
tor saidthebest they could dowasto hel pman-
age the pain. He suggested some changesin
dad’smedicationsto helpwiththis, andtotry
to relive the anxiety and depression the con-
stant painiscreating.

It is one thing to deal with the problems of
Alzheimer'swhenyou’ refully healthy, but hav-
ing another complication addsto thedifficulty.

After the appointment was over, Dad
seemedtoberelieved and morepositiveabout
himself. Time will tell usif the medication
changeshel prelievethepain, whichmakeshis
daysmoredifficult.

| told him good-bye at the hospital and
headed back to work in Goodland. It seemed
remarkable that when | go to the newspaper

office, alady came in to see me from the
Alzheimer’sassociation. ltwasRhondaRiedel
of Quinter,whoisthewesternKansasoutreach
coordinator.

Shewastheretotal k about theArtsand I nspi-
ration Center that isheld thefourth Thursday of
every month at theFirst Presbyterian Churchin
Colby. It'saday program for peoplein the ear-
lier stagesof Alzheimer’ sandrel ated dementias.

Shesaidtheprogram providesastimulating
environment for peoplesufferingfromthedis-
easeand arespitefor their caregivers. Theday
includes activities, music, poetry and litera-
ture, exercises, art, dramaand an opportunity
for the person to talk to others and maybe re-
call some memoriesof better times.

Riedel loaded medownwithliteratureabout
the Colby program, and pamphlets about
Alzheimer’scareoptions.

The Alzheimer’s Association of the Great
Plainsis operated out of Wichita, and Riedel
has most of the counties of western Kansas,
including all of northwest Kansas.

What shehasto offer isnot goingtohelpmy
Dad, but | did feel abit better about what we
arefacing with himin the future. Thereisno
cureforthedisease, but every caseisdifferent.

I will continueto be as positive as possible
becausel believeit rubsoff on him.

I do not know how long he will be with us,
but beforehegoesback toArizona, wearehop-
ingtotakehimback toLamar, Colo., wherehe
grew up, to give him achanceto see someold
friends, special places and the changesto the
old hometown.

oppose assoclation health plans

-| from our
readers

® to the editor

GovernorsAssociation, the National Associa-
tionof |nsurance Commissioners, 42 stateattor-
neys general, the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics, American NursesAssociation, theAFL-
CIO, the NAACP the American DiabetesAs-
sociation and the American Cancer Society.
TheNational Association of InsuranceCom-
mi ssioners, an organi zation that representsthe
chief insuranceregul atorsfromall 50 states, the
District of Columbiaand four U.S. territories,
isavocal opponent of the association health
planslegidlationcurrently beforeCongress. Last
year, the group asked Kansas | nsurance Com-
missioner Sandy Praeger totestify onitsbehal f
before a Senate committeeinWashington.
Itisequally importanttoconsider thereasons
why certai n organi zationssupport thecreation
of association health plans. The Wall Street
Journal predicts association health plan leg-
islation“will provideamajor boontothedeep
pockets of small businesslabbies.” The Jour-
nal claimstheNational Federationof | ndepen-
dent Businesses, oneof thechief proponentsof
thebill, could*“ reap morethan $100 millionin
annual revenueby sellingpolicies.” If youare
goingtosuggestthat BluePlansarefightingthe

legidationfor purely businessgain, you should
notethe possiblefinancial motivation of orga-
nizations on the other side of theissue.

Theopponentsagreethat associationhealth
planlegislationisbad publicpolicy becauseit
would actually make matters worse for more
small businesses, and their employees, thaniit
wouldhelp. Herearesomeof thereasonswhy:

1. Consumer protections. Association plans
would be exempt from state-mandated ben-
efits.

2. Destabilizationof thesmall group market.
The Washington Post concluded association
health planswould“ destabilizethecurrentin-
surance markets and wind up hurting the con-
sumersthey areintending toinsure.”

3.Ranksof uninsuredlikely togrow. A study
by Mercer and the National Small Business
Association found association health plans
would causetheranksof theuninsuredto swell
by onemillion people.

4. Potential for fraud and insolvency. Asso-
ciation planswoul d operatethroughagiant|oop-
holeinan otherwise highly regulated industry.

Theideaof exemptinginsurancesoldby as-
sociation groups from state consumer protec-
tion and oversight has been debated in Wash-
ingtonfor nearly adecade. Itistimetoexplore
new, meaningful solutions to provide small
businesseswith accessto reliable and afford-
ablehealth benefits.

S. Graham Bailey, vice president
Communicationsand Public Relations
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