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from another viewpoint...

First impression
makes a difference

We would encourage the gas station at Hays that was
called downfor gougingat thepumpsto continuetheprac-
tice. It helpsour cause up here.

Anyway that’swhat atraveler told the Hays paper ina
letter appearing last week.

Thewriter said hepaid $2.19 agallon at astationright
off [-70 at Hays. The pricewasn’t posted anywhere.

Hehad put gasinhisvehicleearlierintheday at Empo-
riafor $1.73. He couldn’t believe hiseyesthat the Hays
station was that far out of line. He later learned that an-
other service station not far from the site of the gas hog
was asking only $1.89.

So, thereisalesson to belearned here, that being: first
impressionscount. Andthefirst placemost motoristscon-
nectwithinatownareeither agasstationor fast foodjoint
They canlearn alot about aplacefrom thetreatment get
at those stops.

Attheoutset of thiscomment, wementioned thegouger
at Hays helped the pumps farther west. The writer said
he made it a point to stop at Colby to fill up on hisway
back from atrip to Colorado. His description of hisstop
therewasglowing.

Needlesstosay, heroaredright onby Haysand selected
Russell at hisnext gas stop.

Word of mouth can sometimesspell troublefor atown.
WEe' resurethistraveler fromKansasCity will informhis
friendsto bypassHaysand aim west asthey travel tothe
High Country.

Funny how aninnocent-looking gaspump canbecome
acommunity’sfriend— or foe.—TomA. Dreiling, Colby
FreePress

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes
letters from readers. Letters should be typewritten, and
must include a telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form letterswill be
rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length and good taste. We encourage letters,
with address and phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-
news@nwkansas.com>.
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South Carolina is a ‘different’ country

Youngest daughter isleaving the country.

OK, Stevesaid sheisn’tleavingthecountry;
she’sjust moving to South Carolina.

| say South Carolinaisadifferent country.
If youdon't believeme, govisit there.

I know that she hasbeen planning thismove
for some time, but she didn’t tell her parents.
Sheknew wewould beapain. Not exactly up-
set, but full of reasonsfor her tostay in Kansas.

Not that being in Kansasisthat great. Since
she moved to Lawrence nine years ago, she
hasn’t beenhomefor morethanafew daysat a
time. First shewasin college, then she had a
job. In the summers, she worked either in
Lawrenceor inColorado. Homewasan apart-
ment, and when shereturned to western Kan-
sas, itwasasavisitor in her parents’ home.

[twasn’ tuntil shehadfinished her thirdyear
of teaching junior high science and had been
offered her fourth contract, theonethat would
make her atenured teacher, that she revealed
her plans.

She called us and said that she had quit her
job and planned to return to graduate school
andgetamaster’sdegreeinlibrary science. She
said shewaslooking at goingto EmporiaState
University or theUniversity of South Carolina.

We pounced on Emporia State. It'sin Kan-
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sas. Shehasfamily there. Steve’ sbrother Doug
hasahomeintownandhissister Barbaralives
inthe country nearby.

Shevisited thecampusthere, but shereally
hoped to get accepted at South Carolina. In
fact, shegot into both graduate schools.

Thenext call toldusthat shehad | et her apart-
ment go, turned down thetenure contract and
wasvisitingthecampusat Columbia, S.C., the
next week.

Shereturned with amap of the city, acon-
tractfor anapartment and ascheduleof her fall
classes. Now she’ spacking andthinking about
what kind of job she can get.

Sinceshehasateacher’ scertificateandthree
years experience, shethinksshecanget work
asasubstituteteacher. However, if that doesn’t
pan out, she's planning to check out the area
newspapers. Sheworked making up newspa
per adsand pages most of her high school and
collegecareer.|’dhireher—infact| tried. She

said, “NO”.

Asalast resort, shecould wait tables. She's
a good waitress and has made good money
workingat arestaurantin Coloradointhesum-
mers.

We went to Lawrence to see her and her
brother Friday. It was awonderful weekend,
but abit sad.

Shehad hoped that we could comeand help
her move. However, both she and her brother
havetovacatetheir apartmentson July 31, and
we are dlated to be at awedding in Colorado
Springson July 30.

Both children areinthe middle of packing,
with boxesstacked everywhere. It’sreally sad
tomissthemoving.

Daughter hashiredalargeU-Haul truck. She
will pick it up acoupleof daysearly and pack
it with the help of brother and many friends.
Thenshewill cleantheapartment andretireto
afriend’shomefor several days.

Stevewill gettoLawrenceassoonashecan,
and thetwo of them will head for South Caro-
lina— atwo-day trip with atruck full of fur-
nishings, abunch of plantsand threecats.

We'll missher, but it’ [l beagood excuseto
get out my passport and go visit South Caro-
ling, inthe heart of the Old Confederacy.

| admit | am addicted to shopping

Some people are addicted to smoking or
drinking, but my biggest viceisshopping.

| spend money on new cleaning products,
clothes and anything they sell mein flashy
commercials on television. Something about

spending money makesmehappy, andplastic |

peddlershave my number.

Within the past few years, banksand retail -
ers have been making it easier for meto feed
thi saddi ctionand spend my money throughthe
power of cards.

| carry around at |east 10, ranging from my
check card, directly connectedtomy checking
account, to credit cardsthat comewith pitfalls
like highinterest and debt. The ones| usethe
most aretheonesthat makemy lifeeasier with
justonequick slide.

| recently saw atelevision commercial for
McDonad swhereawomanslid her cardina
reader to clean the living room, buy new
clothesand fix al of the problemsin her life.
At the end of the ad, she slid her card at the
restaurant’s new credit card reader to pay for
her Big Mac in the drive through. This spot
cleverly highlighted the convenience plastic
givesconsumers.

The problem is that even if we wish they
didn’t, our cards helps us to handle major and
minor problems. If our car breaksdown onthe
highway, the tow truck will take Visa,
MasterCard and Discover. Evenhospital stake
check and credit cardsinpayment for treatment.

Andit'snot just something aslittle as your
$3 burger at McDonald’son thisconvenience
bandwagon, I’ ve heard rumors that pop ma-
chineswill soontakeplastic. Oneslideof your
cardwill giveyouasmany caffinated, carbon-
ated, sugary beveragesasyour heart desires.

To enticeyou to use your cards more often,
companies even put different designs on the
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front. Dolphins, your favorite sportsteam, or
even a picture of afamily member can be
placed onthecardinaneffort to convinceyou
that spending money isfun. My green-colored
check card camewiththeslogan*It'stheonly
‘green’ you'll ever need.”

So what isthe fate of thedollar bill and the
check?Intomorrow’smovies, will weseebank
robbersrollingaroundinapileof brightly col-
ored plasticinstead of green bills?

| could get by without touching actual money
if I had my paychecksdirectly deposited into
my account and used my cardsto pay for ev-
erything. | could even pay billsonlineor give
the phone, gas, electric and cable companies
accessto my account.

where to write

Although | love the convenience of every-
thingel ectronic, theideaof everyonefrom\Wal -
Mart to the dentist knowing my account num-
ber seems scary.

Minor computer glitches or small errors
could mean big bucksfor me. If my bill isfig-
ured incorrectly one month or even just at the
whim of the big corporations, | could seealot
of money pulled out of my account with nc
guestions asked.

My account numberswould beflyingaround
in cyberspace, adomain far too easy for iden-
tity thievestohack into. Andwhat if the power
goesout?Wherewould my money beand how
would | getit?

So what can we do to prevent amechanical
takeover?

Ceasing to spend money isn’t an option, or
isit? Maybe | should go to a12-step program
for spendaholics or some sort of financial
camp, akintofat camp.

| think any way | go, thefirst step isadmit-
ting | haveaproblem.
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