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from our viewpoint...

Shouldn't give up
on joint program

Sherman County commissioners need to think twice be-
forethey scuttlethejoint grant writer program.

Thecounty seemsabit miffedthat thecity hasgotthelion’s
share of the proceeds from the program over itsfirst two
years, though all four agencies— the City of Goodland, the
county, the Goodland School District and the Goodland
Regional Medical Center shareequally inthe costs.

Last time we checked, city residents were part of the
county, too, and anything that benefitsthe city benefitsthe
bulk of the county’ staxpayers.

The hospital isowned by the county and run by aboard
appointed by thecommissioners, soany benefitstothehos-
pital are benefitsto the county.

Theschool district coversmost of thecounty, anditsresi-
dentsareall county taxpayers.

Grant writer Pennty Nemecheck claims credit for more
than $400,000ingrantsover twoyears, withmorethan hal f
of that goingtothecity. Thecounty hasreceived afew grants,
and indirect benefitsfrom most of the others.

Commissioners are correct is saying that “the county,”
meaning their budget and department, has not benefited
much. But thatisanarrow view of what acounty isand does.

If acounty existsonly totax city residentsfor projectsout-
sidethecity limits, thenitisthecorrect view. And city tax-
payers— by the same logic — ought to succeed from the
county — or abolish county government — because they
benefit littlefromit.

If thecounty representsall itstaxpayers, thentheprogram
seemsto be doing OK for us. It'sapioneering example of
intergovernmental co-operation, and it ought to grow and
get better inthefuture.

Thereal question is, isthe grant writer really worth
$36,000 ayear, or could somecity or county employee do
thework for less?

On theface of it, the $9,000 ayear the county is putting
into thisbudget looks pretty cheap. It’s possiblethe county
couldusetheprogrammoreintensively. That’scertainly one
thing the committee should look at.

It'spossiblethe program canand will collect morebucks
inthe next coupleof years.

Fromour perspective, it’saninteresting collaboration, one
that should be given achanceto get better. It should not be
killed by parochia concerns.—Steve Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel comes | etters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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It may not havebeenthemost romanticthing
I’ veever done, but it wasclose.

| complainedtomy sister Marielast fall that
| had never been in awedding except for my
own.

Only abride, never abridesmaid.

Shejust smiled and said if she ever married
again, she would fix that. When she got mar-
ried thefirst time, | was about eight months
pregnant. Not agood timetotry tofitinto any
kind of bridesmaid’sdress.

Then about two months ago, she called me
and askedif | could help her elope. I'dfinally
get to be abridesmaid or witnessor whatever.

| could wear anything | wanted.

Shesaid shewanted to get married either in
Oberlinorin Colorado.

| checked out both places. In Kansas, or at
least in Decatur County, thelicenseis$65 and
thereisathree-day waiting period.

InColorado, thelicenseis$10andyou show
someform of identification. There'sno wait.

Sheopted for Colorado. It seemed morero-
mantic anyway.

So on an overcast Wednesday morning, she
and her fiancépicked up alicenseat thecourt-
houseat 9 a.m. Thewedding wasscheduled to
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| finally got to be a besmaid

cynthia
haynes
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take place in the judge's backyard garden at
9:30a.m.

But, Steveand | weren't quiteready. Wear-
rived at thejudge’ shouseat 9:45 p.m., telling
the happy couplethat we weren't really late,
we were just trying to make a memory for
them.

Pity the poor bride with aperfect wedding.
In10years, shewon’'t remember athing about
it. Thethingsthat gowrong, thoseyou remem-
ber.

Maybe it was a good thing we were late,
though. Thesun peeked out justintimefor the
“1 Dos” and the ring and then went back into
hiding.

Mariewas beautiful in along dress of dark
blue. She carried a bouquet of flowers | had
pickedupat thegrocery storefor $6.99abunch
thenight before.

Her new husband, Rick, looked both ner-

vousand excited.

After theceremony, wewent out for acham-
pagnelunch andthenweleft the happy couple
to enjoy ashort honeymaoon.

At lunch, | noted that since | was Six years
older, | usually wasthefirst to do everything.
Thistime, however, shehad me.

Rick has six grown children and two
grandkids. Shewasagrandmother alongtime
beforel’ll be.

Shedidn’t missabeat. Shejust smiled and
reached into her wallet to pull out the pictures
of her two new granddaughters.

I madesurel wasn’t around when shegot to
tell our mother that she had gotten married.

| called Mom later and she said that Marie
held out her hand with the wedding ring and
asked her if shelikedit.

Mother said shethought it wasbeautiful, but
bemusedly asked Mariewho got married.

Whenitall sank in, Mother wasdelighted.

SowasMarie'sson Curtis.

“It'sabouttime,” washiscomment, sincethe
happy couple has only been dating for seven
years.

WEell,itonly took 56 yearsfor metogettobe
abridesmaid.

Alzheimer’s 10 warning signs

| ssidmy father hasAlzheimer’ sdisease, and
wearelearning to deal withthechangesinhis
condition.

What we know now is he started down this
pathyearsago— eightto 10— andwedid not
know for sure in those earlier years.
Alzheimer’sis one of those diseases that the
earlier thediagnosis, themorethedoctorsand
themedicationsareableto help.

RhondaRiedel , outreach coordinator for the
Alzheimer’sAssociation of the Great Plains,
gave meacopy of “A Guidefor Alzheimer’s
Diseaseand Related Disorders,” printed by the
Kansas Department of Aging.

It hasdetail sabout thedisease, andthemany
facets of life it will affect. The booklet starts
with anintroduction and alist of the 10 warn-
ing signs.

Tenwarningsigns

Alzheimer’'s disease is a degenerative dis-
ease of thebrain. Its causes are unknown, and
there currently is no cure. The Alzheimer’s
Associ ation hasdevel oped achecklist of com-
mon symptomsof Alzheimer’sdisease (some
of these symptoms also may apply to other
dementingillnesses). If youreviewthelistand
find several areasof concern, you should make
anappointmentwithaphysicianforacomplete
examination.

1. Recent memory loss affectsjob skills:
Itisnormal to occasionally forget an assign-
ment, a colleague or a business associate’s
name or telephone number, and remember
them later. Those with a dementia such as
Alzheimer’s disease, may forget things more
often and not remember them later. They may
repeatedly ask the same question, not remem-
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bering the answer.

2. Difficulty performing familiar tasks:
Busy peoplecan beso distracted fromtimeto
timethey may |eavethecarrotsonthestoveand
only remember to servethem at theend of the
meal. People with Alzheimer’s disease could
prepareameal and not only forget to serveit.,
but also forget they madeit.

3. Problemswith language: Everyonehas
troublefinding theright word sometimes, but
canfinishthesentencewith another appropri-
ate word. A person with Alzheimer’s disease
may forget simple words. or substitute inap-
propriatewords, makingtheir sentenceincom-
prehensible.

4. Disorientation of timeand place: Itis
normal to forget the day of the week or your
destination for a moment. But people with
Alzheimer’sdisease can becomelost ontheir
own street or ina. familiar shopping mall, not
knowing wherethey are, how they ot thereor
how to get back home.

5. Poor or decreased judgement: People
canbecomesoimmersedinanactivity ortele-
phoneconversationthey temporarily forget the
child they’re watching. A person with
Alzheimer’sdisease could entirely forget the
child under their care and leave the house to
visit aneighbor. They may dress inappropri-
ately, wearing several shirtsor blouses.

6. Problems with abstract thinking:
Peoplewhonormally balancetheir checkbooks
may be momentarily disconcerted when the
task is more complicated than usual, but will
eventually figure out the solution. Someone
with Alzheimer’s disease could forget com-
pletely what the numbers are and what needs
to bedonewith them.

7.Misplacingthings: Anyonecanmisplace
their wallet or keys, but eventually find them
by reconstructing where they could have | eft
them. A person with Alzheimer’sdisease may
put thingsininappropriateplaces; anironinthe
freezer, or awrist watch in the sugar bowl.

8. Changesin mood: Everyone has a bad
day once in awhile, or may become sad or
moody from time to time. Someone with
Alzheimer’s disease can exhibit rapid mood
swings for no apparent reason, such as going
from calm to tears to anger to calm in afew
moments.

9.Changesin per sonality: Peopl€ sperson-
alitiesordinarily changesomewhat at different
ages, as character traits strengthen or mellow.
But a person with Alzheimer’s disease can
change drastically, becoming extremely con-
fused, irritable, suspiciousor fearful.

10. Lossof initiative: It'snormal to tire of
housework, business activities or social obli-
gations, but most peopleregaintheirinitiative.
Thepersonwith Alzheimer’sdisease may be-
come passive and require cuesand prompting
togettheminvolvedin activities.

For information about the Alzheimer’sAs-
sociationcontact Riedel in Quinter at 800-487-
2585 or by email to rhonda.riedel @alz.org.
Informationisavailableonlineatwww.alz.org.
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SAVE ME! IT'S A
GIANT MEATBALL
FROM OUTER SPACE!

NEVER FEAR!
THE MEATBALLINATOR
15 HERE!

www.garfield.com
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